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Before it’s too late... 


Last week’s lobby of motor sport interests in the House of Commons, 
reported .elsewhere in this issue, took place following a magnificent 
response by motor sport enthusiasts to the call, made in AUTOSPORT and 
elsewhere, to lobby their MPs by mail. In fighting the BBC’s refusal to 
televise motor racing and the Forestry Commission’s increased charges 
for off-road rallying facilities, it is clear that we have some friends, at 
least, in high places, and from that point of view, the lobby achieved a not- 
able success. However, discussion of the BBC problem did raise a few mte- 
resting sideissues. 

The controversy has highlighted motor sport’s lack of ability to present 
a united front, and the BBC have encountered neither opposition nor co- 
operation which represents all the sport’s many interests. As the sport 
cannot speak with a single voice, it also tends to listen with many ears, 
and within the sport there has arisen a degree of confusion about the main 
points at issue. There is a danger that the BBC’s most frequently express- 
ed objection to advertising on racing cars — that the level of advertising 
has become unacceptably far removed from the guidelines established by 
the 1968 agreement — could be clouded by those representatives of the 
sport who are primarily motivated by self-interest. 

Many of us have lost sight of what should be the main purpose of get- 
ting the sport back onto the television screens: that is, for the benefit of 
the enthusiast. How seriously has the sport explored the possibility of 
consultation not confrontation with the BBC? Has the Formula 1 
Constructors’ Association made any real effort to reach agreement with 
the BBC in order to achieve a return to a mutually acceptable level of 
advertising? The F1CA members who are making the effort to get their 


| races televised in Britain may be acting in the interests of us all; but they 


are also motivated by their own need to use television coverage in order to 
attract and maintain sponsorship income. Motor sport should not merely 
be lobbying Opposition Members of Parliament, it should be in direct dis- 
cussion with se BBC to achieve a return to acceptable advertising levels, 
for the BBC has repeatedly declared its willingness to resume televising as 


; and when such levels are agreed and adhered to. Further, motor sport 


should emerge from these discussions in a position of strength so that the 
Constructors must abide by therules on which it and the BBC decide. 

While AUTOSPORT is always eager to promote the sport in every way, it 
has to be said that sponsorship is less important to the enthusiast than it 
is to the members of the F1CA. In appearing to overstate its dependence 
on sponsorship, the sport is following a dangerous road. Those who assert, 
without apparent fear of contradiction, that the sport will die without the 
benefit of sponsorship from outside the trade, cannot be taken seriously. 
But that was the tone of last week’s lobby. 

Motor sport is very much the richer for sponsorship, in every sense, and 
we hope that commerce uses it more and more as a means to promote its 
products and services. But, in fact, the outcome of universal loss of 
sponsorship would be large-scale reductions in the cost of going racing. 
There would also, of course, be less money to be made by the few teams in 
a position to attract really large sponsorship income, and that is what 
many of last week’s lobbyists seemed to be talking about. 

A lot of publicity has been given to the contention between our sport 
and the BBC. There are grounds to fear that, if this back-to-back situation 
is permitted to continue, the eventual result will be a determined reclarific- 
ation of policy by the BBC, who will take a firmer general line towards 
advertising in all sport. And motor racing will gain nothing from that. 


next week 


Pete Lyons’s fully documented report of the German Grand Prix — 
F5000 action from Snetterton — Nigel Roebuck recalls the career 
of Phil Hill, the unknown World Champion — Austin-Healey 3000, a 
classic rally car — With the demise of the Healey came the era of 
sophistication — Graham Robson looks back. 


cover picture 


The Alfettas were impressive in the Spa 24 Hours Group 2 race. 
Pictured above is the second placed car of Jean-Claude Andruet/ 
Spartaco Dini. Below: Castrol/AutosporT Championship leader 
David Stokes takes a plunge at the notorious ford on the Miserden 
stage of last weekend’s Arkell Rally. 


"These tems were correct at the time of gomg to press. 
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Renault move into F1 
— big plans for 1977 


. 


Enter the turbocharged Formula 1 
racing car. Yes, Renault have taken 
the decision and they will be running 
their turbocharged 1.5-litre turbo- 
charged V6 engine in Grand Prix 
racingnext year. 

Renault, in fact, announced all 
their competition plans for 1977 last 
week, this being the next stage in 
their long term involvement in motor 
sport which started back in 1972 


when the 2-litre V6 engine was. 


conceived. 

On the F1 front, Renault intend to 
use next season more or less as a test 
session. It is thought that Andre de 
Cortanze will design a new chassis, 
although using the name Renault 
rather than Alpine, and with the 1.5- 
litre V6 turbocharged engine fitted, 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille will do the 
driving. 


As to when the car will appear, no - 


date has been fixed. “‘When we are 
ready” was the reply. Of course, the 
team will have to pick their races 
carefully, not being members of the 
“union” (F1CA). 

We asked Jabouille at Enna last 
weekend how tests had been going 
with the current Alpine-Renault Fl 
testbed. We were surprised to learn 
that the throttle lag with the 1.5- 
litre: engine is far greater than with 


- the 2-litre V6 turbo as used in the 


Alpine A442 sports cars. However, 
eee is being made and Jabouille 
eels they have an excellent chance 
for the future. 

It is assumed, within French 
racing circles, that Renault will 
make available extra turbocharged 
versions of the V6 in F1 form so that 
Ken Tyrrell can run a third car. In 
anticipation of Ken’s reaction, we 
can only quotea remark he made last 
week when we questioned him on the 
Renault V6 engine: “To be quite 
frank, all I know about that engine is 
what I read in the press.” 


Rene Arnoux’s name was 
mentioned as the ssible driver 
although Patrick Tambay’s name 
was o thrown in to add further 


coals to the simmering fire. We also - 


under stand that Tico Martini’s wish 
last season to build his own Formula 
1 car is not just a dream. Apparently 
Tico is very keen on such a project. 

However, Elf are only going to be 
backing one two-car team in Formula 
2 racing next year. At the moment, 
they haven’t announced which it will 
be and with what drivers. It would 
seem that Martini, with his Mk19 
chassis looking a winner for some 
time yet, must be the favourites and 
surely Didier Pironi, the new Super 
Renault champion, would be one of 
the drivers. 

As to the Renault V6 engine in F2 
trim, Renault are now going to sell 
the unit to any paying customer who 
wishes to run it. They won’t be new 
engines, just the rebuilt versions of 
the 12 units used by the two Elf- 
backed teams running in F2 at the 
moment. We gather that they will be 
“half the origmal price”, possibly on 
par with the German BMW at 
around £7000. 

As to servicing arrangements, 
Renault have several engine tuners 
geared up to take charge of rebuilds 
throughout the season, these mainly 
being experienced Renault “engine- 
ers” who ve been currently supervis- 
ing Renault engines in the FSR ser- 
ies. Again, costs of rebuilds will be 
on par with their BMW competitors. 

the sports car front, ault 
will ee the existing World Sports- 
car Championship (ie G6) a complete 
miss and will therefore just con- 
centrate on winning the Le Mans 24 
hour classic. At this stage, there are 
tentative plans to enter three of their 
existing Alpine-Renault A442 
turbos, suitably updated of course. 
No drivers have been contracted as 


yet. 

As to G5, there have been no 
definite plans announced. Hopes 
that 400 versions of a V6-powered 
A310 Coupé could be produced for 
next year look likely to be hit by an 
economic slump predicted by the 
Renault marketing directors. 

All these various options set out 
above have been chosen in 
collaboration with Elf. 


The engine that could revolutionise Grand Prix racing? Renault’s turbo- 
charged 1.5-litre V6 which will make its F1 debut next season in the hands of 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille. 


’ at the start of the British 
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Hunt puts the new McLaren M26 F1 car through its paces at Silverstone last 


week. The car will not be taken to the Nurburgring. 


There is some doubt about James 
Hunt’s fitness for this weekend’s 
German Grand Prix. It concerns the 
injuries he received during the fracas 
rand Prix 
ten days ago. As you may know 
James injured the thumb on his 
right hand when his McLaren 
launched itself into the air over Clay 
Regazzoni’s rear wheel at Paddock. 
Although Hunt complained of his 


Doubt over Hunt's fitness - 


‘finger hurting afterwards, it wasn’t 


until he drove McLaren’s brand new 
M26 F1 challenger at Silverstone 
last Thursday that the Englishman 
ae to feel any real discomfort. 
returning to his tax haven in 
Spain, Hunt visited a specialist 
ere it was found that the 
ligiments were torn and his’thumb 
was therefore put into plaster. 

We talked to McLaren boss Teddy 
Mayer about Hunt’s injury and 
whether it was giving the team any 
ere as to his fitness for the race 
itself. 


Exit stage right 


Claude Le Guezec, the controversial 


CSI secretariat chief, has been 
relieved of his official duties at the 
CSI, almost one year after a con- 
certed move by various parties 


(some. of them FICA members) 


failed to. dislodge him from office 
following some political unrest 
within the structure of the CSI’s 
running of the sport. 

The decision to ‘supercede Le 
Guezec was taken by the President 
of the FIA and the President of the 
CSI last week and, as from July 23 
(last Friday), Yvon Leon has been 
given the responsibility of running 


the CSI Secretariat. 


Rolf’s Fl ride 


Although Lella Lombardi has 
brought sufficient financial support 
from her Italian Coffee sponsors, 
Lavazza, in order to gain a 
“permanent” lace in the 
RAM/Brabham Grand Prix team in 

lace of the deposed Swiss Loris 

essel, we hear that Rolf Stommelen 
will be the London team’s guest 
driver at the Nurburgring this 
weekend where the German Grand 
Prix is taking place. 

Stommelen has big bd backing 
from Warsteiner, the German beer 
company who used to back Harald 
Ertl in F1 last year. Stommelen is no 
stranger to either Formula 1 or the 
Ring, although the last time the 
German actually raced in a Grand 
Prix was at Monza last year while 
making a comeback in the Embass 
Hill team after his horrific Somuiah 
GP crash the previous April. 


James Hunt — handicapped? 


Mayer didn’t seem unduly worried 
and reckoned that the injury 


‘ wouldn’t be as much of a handicap 


on a circuit like the Nurburgring 
which, hard to believe, hasn’t very 
many tight corners. Now Monaco 
would have been a different matter. 


Salzburgring 


will take place 


We've received a communiqué from 
Sportscars International to inform 
us that the rage oe, G6 sports 
prototype race, scheduled as a World 

hampionship qualifier on 
September 19 will be taking pees 
after all. This was confirmed by 
Porsche themselves when we asked 
them earlier this week. 

This means that Porsche have yet 
to clinch the G6 title and now that 
there are three races left to run, the 
French Alpine-Renaults could still 
theoretically beat them. As far as we 
can Tepe the remaining rounds are 
at Mosport (Aug 22), Dijon (Sept 5) 
and Salzburgring. 


Leyland see 


red at Spa 


Leyland’s withdrawal from the Spa 
24 Hours left a number of people 
somewhat in the lurch. There was 
the BP man who turned up with 
masses of expensive refuelling equip- 
ment and the lady with a hotel full of 
amply rooms. But Leyland produced 
an XJS and stuck some numbers on 
it and left it hanging around the pit 
road which raised some eyebrows. 
Then there was the balloon carrymg 
a Leyland ad, ‘“‘the oe thing that 
Leyland have gone off the gm 
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Ensign on the way out? 


Sad news from Chris Amon is that 
the fimancial position of ‘Team 
Ensign is now so serious that the 
Nurburgring may be the scene of the 
works car’s last race. “I’m paar to 
be stroking this weekend,” Chris 
told us, “I’ve got no choice because 
it’s vital that we finish and get our- 


selves a bit of prize money and some. 


for the Constructors’ 

ampionship; I'll be driving for a 
finish.” That statement in itself is 
sad enough. The tremendous com- 
petitiveness of the Amon/Ensign 
combination has been the relevation 
of the season, and to drive ‘‘for a 
finish” must be heartbreaking. 

The team was hopeful for further 
sponsorship from First National 


ints 


City this season, but the American 
company has decided against it — 
for reasons known only to itself. At 
Brands Hatch the car, in FNCB 
colours, qualified sixth but retired 
early with a blown engine (brought 
about by the loss of hose-clip during 
the first lap fracas). “Yes, we were 


: Sareea than Watson (in the FNCB 


enske) but he finished and we 
didn’t,’’ said Chris. 

So what of the future? After 
Amon’s recent showings, he is bound 
to get offers, should Ensign not be 
able to continue. But it still seems in- 
conceivable to us that some 
potential sponsor somewhere has not 
oe up this outfit. It’s still not 
too late.... 


Schurti tests F1 Williams 


Trying once again to break into the competitive world of F2 in Sicily last 


weekend, this time with a new March-B. 


W 762, was Manfred Schurti. The 


Porsche test driver had just flown down from England where he spent a day 
last week testing the F1 Wolf-Williams at Goodwood. It was his first taste of 
Fl power and with the names of Jacky Ickx and Arturo Merzario being ban- 
died around, there may well be a chance that Schurti, an acknowledged ‘Ring 


specialist, will drive for the team in Germany this weekend. 


Porsche 
policy 


There was a chance that Derek Bell 
and Vern Schuppan, after their good 
showing at the Osterreichring G5. 
race a few weeks back, would be 
invited once again by Porsche to 
drive at the Dijon ‘“‘double-headers” 
on the September 4/5 weekend. 

However, we understand that 
Porsche will be running both their 
Martini & Rossi 935 Turbos _ for 
Jochen Mass/Jacky Ickx and Rolf 
Stommelen/Manfred .Schurti, the 
former pairing also driving the G6 
car a day later. ‘ 

But isn’t there an FIA rule about 
drivers not being allowed to take 
_ in two races less than twenty 

our hours apart? 


@® Rumours abounded at the 
beginning of the week that Bob 
Evans would appear in either a F1 
car or a 5000 machine at 
Snetterton for the 5000 meeting on 
Sunday. However, Evans was 
unav le for comment. The 
organising BARC knew little but 
bad heard the same rumours, and 
MRC didn’t seem to know anything, 
esther. 

® The Silverstone marshals at Spa 
awarded 


e Gordon Spice/Pete’ 


th 

Gark pyres Plat du Jour for the 24 
Hours. They finished fifth and only 
British finishers. ‘ 
® Going rate for 24 hour races? The 
Wishart ri team were offered 
£500 for six hours’ worth of drive by 
@ Belgian named “MacIntosh” who 
wes leter seen to drive an Audi 80 
which wes rolled m practice. 


Biel 


@ Rumours at Spa indicated that 
French, Belgian and_ British 
organisers may be being drawn 
together to produce a G1 champion- 
ship. Each country has its own 
version, and a more sensible uniform 
one is mooted. 

@ Staging the German Grand Prix 
this commg weekend is costing the 
organising club no_ less than 
1,149,000 DM. Out of that, 810,000 
is for the Formula 1 teams alone. At 
4.5 DM to the &, that’s pretty 
expensive! 


@ Following the Watkins Glen G5 
race, which carried a separate double 
scoring TransAm class, Hurley 
Haywood looks likely to capture this 
year’s TA title thanks to a class win 
with Peter Gregg in the fourth 
placed BMW CSL. 


@ Alex Ribeiro’s fine second place at 
Enna last weekend must have 
gladdened the hearts of the March 
team, especially as Bill Harris, one of 
Ribeiro’s mechanics, was taken ill 
before practice and flown home to 
England. One can understand Tony 
Harvey being able to cope with 
Alex’s car more or less on his own, 
but the same could not have been 
said for Maurizio Flammini. Perhaps 
it was just as well that March’s 
regular F2 development engineer, 
Martin Walters, stayed at home 
after a gardening accident. 


@ Jackie Oliver will be making a 
reappearance on the American race 
circuits in the Shadow DN4 with 
which he won the final CanAm 
sports car series back in 1974. The 
event will be the combined World 
Championshp G6/G7 race at 
| Mosport on August 22. 


Postponed 


Following tests over the weekend 
with their Cosworth DFX-engined 
McLaren M24 USAC car, a decision 
has been taken by McLaren Cars not 
to run this new unproven machine at 
the California 500 at Pocono on 
September 5. 
is means that James Hunt, who 
had shown interest on the drive, will 
not be taking part as was first 
thought. However, all is not lost for 
Teddy Mayer, McLaren’s managing 
director, told us that there was a 
chance that the DFX car would run 
later in the season, “perhaps at 
somewhere like Phoenix.” Mayer 
continued to explain that “‘we’ve got 
too many problems with the DFX at 
the moment. It’s not one hundred 
per cent right.” 
this means that McLaren’s 
USAC team will be concentrating on 


running just Johnny Rutherford, the . 


current leader of the American 
USAC point standings at the time of 
going to press. 


Pirelli confirm 


Following on a story that appeared 


in Pit and Paddock two weeks ago 
detailing tests that the Italian tyre 
company Pirelli had carried out with 
March Engineering, we have re- 
ceived an official release from the 
company stating that they will offi- 
cially become involved in motor 
sport, starting off with Formula 3. 
Pirelli will extend its radial-ply 
tyre testing operations by moving 
into F3 and the Milan-based group 
lans to compete in its first official 


ormula 3 race before the end of 


1976. 

The tyre which Pirelli will use in F3 
racing will not be specially developed 
for the circuits but will be from the 
highly successful Cinturato P7 ultra- 


Watson is 
back to third 


John Watson (above) and the Penske 
Grand Prix team were especially re- 
. lieved in Paris last Wednesday when 
they successfully appealed to the 
French Grand Prix officials against 
their disqualification from third 
place at Ricard almost a month ago. 


entry into F3 


low profile range of radials used in 
‘world-class rallies by the works 
Lancia and Fiat teams. Whether the 
P7 is for rallies or Formula 3, or the 
UK-made Cinturato P3 for family 
saloons, all Pirelli’s latest radials are 
of the same basic unified structure — 
a single ply carcass and rubberi 
steel and nylon undertread belts, the 
nylon belt set at zero degrees. 

Later this year, Pirelli will 
announce with which team or teams 
it will compete in Formula 3. The 
only problem in England is that, at 
the moment, Goodyear have a mono- 
poly in that their G54 series tyre is 
regulation (and RAC approved) wear 
for British national championship 
events. 


Willie Whitelaw tries Ronnie Peterson’s F1 March for size at the Young Con- 
servative’s Motor Sport lobby which took place at Westminster last 


- Thursday. 


a 


Purley’s land-speed attempt? 


Pians are afoot, and have been for 
some time, to get David Purley, 
current leader of the ShellSport 5000 
series, into a “car” that will regain 
the world’s land speed record for 


ain. i 
Already David Gossling, a senior 
design engineer in the Rocker Divi- 
sion oof Hawker-Siddeley at 
Stevenage, has approved such an 
idea and he has already formulated 
plans for such a venture. 
A rocket-engined car, propelled by 
a Rolls-Royce power plant, and incor- 
porating a ground-effect system in 
order to suck the car onto the salt 
flats, is one way to go. Gossling 
reckons the first target would be to 
beat Gary Gabelich’s Blueflame 
record of 631.36mph set on the Utah 
salt flats nearly six years ago. By 
arison, the highest speed 


attained by a jet-engined car is Craig ~ 


Breedlove, whose Spirit of America 
Sonic 1 nipped along at 613.995mph 
a the Bonneville flats back in 


GP stars © 
for Access © 
TT race? 


One or two of the G2 teams are 
attempting to get Grand Prix 
drivers into their cars for the Access 
Tourist Trophy. After _ the 
Nurburgri 1B G2 round, Derek 
McMahon Racing were trying to oe 
Jody Scheckter back in the car for 
the race, although at the time, he 
wasn't too sure of his commitments. 
And last weekend, Luigi BMW 
spoke to  Silverstone’s Pierre 
Aumonier at Spa concerning the 
ibility of running either Hans 
, Gunnar Nilsson or Ronnie 
Peterson in one of their cars. 
However, Silverstone reported 
that interest in the Access TT is 
running high and that they may not 
have to fork out the extra money for 
the name drivers, as competition was 
going to be considerable as it was. 
One former Grand Prix driver who 
will be there anyway is Reine Wisell, 
who’s delighted that Access are 
soring the race again. A 
‘erent Access company make Zip- 
Up equipment, who sponsor his 
Stuart Graham-built Camaro. 
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David Purley -— next stop the 
moon? 


Ti t aie. t 
-Tivvy Shenton rang us on Tuesday 
to say that he has ceased business. 
Shenton’s Pershore-based Specfab C 
and S business has been well known 
.for sortin 
general and more recently running 
saloons and G5 cars, firstly in 
Britain, and this year, on the 
Continent. He’s been mag ne Ave 
both the Derek McMahon G2 Escort 
and the Hermetite G5 BMW. 

Last week, Tivvy, an ex- 
Broadspeed man, decided to pack it 
in, although he will fulfil his final 
commitment to  Hermetite by 
‘looking after the G5 BMW at Dijon 
for their final round. The G2 Escort 
has already left the premises and will 
be looked after at its final races by 
one of Tivvy’s former mechanics. 

Shenton says he has no current 
plans and is really taking a breather 
after a hectic season, and looking at 
the scene asa whole. 


@ Following some internal wrangling 
within the Di Gard Nascar racing 
team last year, which saw driver 
Donnie Allison replaced by Darrell 
Waltrip, the latter has in fact taken 
over the duties of team manager, 
Mario Rossi (the former team 
manager) having departed from the 
scene. Waltrip will continue to race 
as well. 


competition cars in. 


still trying to make reliable. 


Lunger at GP 


Because of the strict advertising 
laws in Germany which ban the 
‘promotion of tobacco products, 

rett Lunger’s Formula 1 Surtees. 
TS19 will have its usual Chesterfield 
cigarette colours taken off for the 
weekend, although the team have 
found another sponsor as a replace- 
ment. 

“Stepping into the vacant breach 
will be Campari, the Italian-owned 
aperitif company who, having 

abbled in sports car racing last year 
with the works Alfa Romeo sports 
car team, are making their first foray 
into the world of Grand Prix racing. 

This is strictly a one-off deal and 

Chesterfield colours will return to 
Lunger’s car for the following 
Austrian race. 


by Barry Foley 
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Italian GP stars fai 


Italian Grand Prix stars who failed to start at Enna last weekend were * 
Vittorio Brambilla (above) and Arturo Merzario (below). Brambilla’s car was a 
March of dubious vintage and powered by the Lancia V6 which his brother is 
unning with a tiny F3 rear wing, the car was 
quick down the straights (almost touching 160mph) but a blown clutch 
prevented him qualifying. As for Merzario, he was the “guest” driverin one of 
the Willi Kauhsen Marches but didn’t start because of a broken engine. 


Campari back 
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Terry takes 
over Viking 
F3 project 


Following some internal problems in 
Sweden with the Rotel-backed 
Viking Formula 3 team (described mm 
last week’s Pit and Paddock), we 
have been informed that Len Terry's 
CTG Racing Developments 
company, who built the origimal 
monocoques for the striking Vikng 
design, have now acquired the 
design rights for the car from Tore 
Helle, the original instigator of the 
entire project. 

Any inquiries regarding this car, n 
which Conny Ljungfeldt recently 
won the Swedish F3 championship, 
should be addressed to Terrys 
Dorset-based company. 
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pit & padcOCk aE TaceCil) 
After Daytona it’s Japan Follmer’s = Arpiainen’s 


Now that it looks as though the 
Japanese Grand Prix is officially 
on, we can reveal some exciting 
ai that we at AUTOSPORT have 
_ been hatching for some months 
past. Following our highly suc- 
cessful readers’ trip to Daytona 
last February, we’ve put together 
a fantastic trip at a fantastic price 
which will be open to AUTOSPORT 
readers only. 


t 


It’s a ten-day visit to the final 
Grand Prix of the year at the new 
Mount Fuji circuit, taking in as 
well three days (with luxury hotel 
accommodation) in Japan’s aston- 
ishing capital city, Tokyo; a flight 
to Thailand with three days 
(luxury hotel again) in Bangkok; 
sightseeing tours in both 


Masterminding the arrange- 
ments once again are our old 
friends Page & Moy, who really do 
understand the motor racing 
travel business. All air travel will 
be by scheduled Jap Air Lines 
flights, and it’s likely that many 
of the Formula 1 drivers and 
Grand Prix circus will be on the 


same plane on the flight out. 


The cost? A 10-day holiday in 
the Far East, with the final round 
of the 1976 World Championship 
thrown in, will cost you just £498. 
To put that in perspective, the 
cost of the air fare lone from 
London to Tokyo and back in 
£927! 

If you're interested, look out for 
full details and itinerary next 
week. Naturally, places on the 


Porsche 
is foiled 
by Schafer 


Supporting last Sunday’s American 
Formula 5000 race at Elkhart Lake 
was another round of the TransAm 
Championship and although he led 
for the first three laps in Vasek 
Polak’s Porsche 934 Turbo, George 
Follmer was beaten quite con- 


slip lets 
in Persson 


In between all the “‘“GT” excitement 
at Diepholtz was a further round of 
the German Castrol GTX Formula 
Super Vee Championship. For once 
Mika Arpiainen was not the winner, 
the Finnish Veemax driver falling off 
on the first lap having been fastest in 
practice. 

Mika’s race retirement allowed 
Kennerth Persson’s Meray Kaimann 
up into the lead and the Swede kept 
the advantage throughout the 30-lap 


countries, transport to the circuit tour are strictly limited, and vincingly by Carl  Schafer’s | event, winning fairly comfortably. 
both for practice and race day, applications — which must be Chevrolet Camaro. Second was Dieter Engel, also in 
and all air travel, airport trans- made using the form in next Schafer had the big American car | a_Kaimann, followed by Markku 


fers, accommodation and so on all 
thrown in. 


Pacific regs 


New Zealand’s Motorsport Associ- | 
ation has ratified the new Formula 
Pacific regulations for 1600cc- 
engined single-seaters which will 
contest the Peter Stuyvesant inter- 
national series each January. 


Ratification at a recent executive 
meeting followed a meeting held 
recently in Japan between repre- 
sentatives of controlling bodies of 
Japan, Australia, Canada and New 
Zealand. The MANZ representatives 
mes a Technical Officer Trevor © 

irch. 


New Zealand will adopt the 
regulations from September 1, 
Japan from January 1 1977 and 
Canada from October 1977. 
Australia will adopt the chassis 
regulations only for its Formula 2 
cars next January, but will not adopt 
the engine regulations until 1979. In 
the neantime, therefore, Australian 
drivers will be able to contest the 
Formula Pacific races simply by 
changing engines. 

In an effort to keep costs to a 
minimum and racing as close as 

ssible, the MANZ executive has 

ecided that only one size and 
compound of Goodyear tyres will be 
igible for Formula Pacific. 


Monty Terrell 


The world of motor sport will be 
poorer for the loss of Monty Terrell, 
the well known and respected former 
chief flag marshal for both the RAC - 
and the BRSCC HQ, who died last 
_ Friday aged 68 of blood cancer. 
Monty, who lived in Hayes, Kent and 
worked for the Atomic Energy 
Commission, was 4 great ambas- 
sador for the sport. Up to his retire- 
ment at the end of last year from the 
of BRSCC chief flag marshal, he 
lectured over 400 times on 
marshalling and had travelled to 
_ Sweden at the invitation of the 
grand Prix organizers to impart his 
En@wledge to marshals there. 
_ After comin’ BRSCC chief fla 


“eedewhal in 1967, the RAC invite 
bim to become their chief fla 
marshal for the Grand Prix, ma 
ender his guidance, the British fla 
es won the GP flag marshal- 


award four times. 
‘o his widow, Lulu and their three 
gnters, £ i SPORT 2 ds it 
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week’s issue — will be on a first 
come first served basis. 


Spa’s ways 
and means 


Despite having competitor/press/pit 
crew passes, a number of those 
involved in the Spa 24 Hours were 
touched for a 20 Franc (29p) ticket to 
get into the Francorchamps circuit 
last weekend. This ticket, it seemed, 
was towards the cost of the new Spa 
circuit. 

Nothing whatsoever of the new 
circuit was in evidence, but informa- 
tion gained indicates that the circuit 
will be around eight kilometres in 
length, leaving the current circuit at 
Les Combes and heading back 
towards the Stavelot/La Source 
road. However, it’s a costly business 
because new public roads will have 
to be built from La _ Source to 
Malmedy and also from La Source to 
Stavelot, because the track will use 
the current public roads. Ambitious 

lans for a hotel, swimming pool, 
eisure complex etc are included in 
the basic outline. Current estimated 
date for completion is around 1980, 
so the Spa 24 Hours will continue in 
its current state for some time to 
come. 


- been opened at the National West- 


minster Bank, 55 Station A eat 
Hayes, Kent in the name of Wendy 
Bull, one of his daughters, and any 
donations, rather than flowers, 
should be addressed there, account 
number 0145707456 and they will go 
to the Royal Marsden Hospital who 
gave Monty a new lease of life some 
years ago. 


David Jackson 


‘It is with regret that we announce 


the recent death in a motor accident 
of David Jackson, technical director 
of Specialised Mouldings. David 
Jackson joined his brother Peter in 
1960 to form the well known 
company involved in manufacturing 
glass-reinforced plastic bodies for 
many motor racing 
including Lotus, Lola, Brabham and 
McLaren. 

David was 38 and leaves a widow 


_and three young children. It is to 


them that AUTOSPORT extends its 


cE 


companies - 


on the pole but had to follow the 
whistling turbo for a couple of 
circuits before muscling through. 
Follmer ae initially, eventually 
finishing 5s behind after 25 laps of 
racing. 

Third was another Camaro driven 
by Greg Pickett (not Wilson’s 
brother!) chased by Al Holbert in 
another Porsche Turbo and then 
came Ludwig Heimrath im a 
normally aspirated Carrera RSR. 


It couldn’t be closer. The battle for the title of European F3 champion con- 


Wekara (Arpiainen’s team-mate), 
Manfred Trint (ATS Lola) and Hans 
Royer’s works Kaimann. Arpiainen 
still retains his lead at the head of 
the series chased by Persson and 
Engel. 


German Bilstein Trophy (leading positions after 6 
rounds): 1, Hans Heyer, 90 points; 2, Bob Wollek, 
67; 3, Klaus Ludwig, 65; 4, Reinhard Stenzel, 64; 
5, Jorg Obermoser, 56; 6, Toine Hezemans, 50; 7, 
Werner Schommers, 46; 8, Helmut Kelleners, 44; 
ML, Schenken, 36; 10, Clemens Schickentanz, 

pts. 


tinued at the French Croix-en-Ternois circuit last weekend where Sweden’s 


Conny 
Karting 


held so far, each have won three apiece. 
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EUROPEAN 
FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


2 
a 


Driver 

Conny Andersson 
Riccardo Patrese 
Gianfranco Brancatelli 
Bertram Schafer 
Marc Surer 

Clas Sigurdsson 

Ulf Svenson 
Guiseppe Bosoni 
Hakan Alriksson 
Werner Kiein 
Piercarlo Ghinzani 
Boy Hayje 
Francesco Campaci 
Gaudenzio Mantova 
Henrik Spellerberg 
Jochen Dauer 
Lamberto Leoni 
Fernando Spreafico 
Orazio Ragaiolo. 
Jean-Louis Schlesser 
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Andersson (left) socked it to his arch-rival, 21 year old ex-world 
Champion Riccardo Patrese (right). Of the. seven qualifying races © 
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USAC/SCCA 
FORMULA 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 


Alan Jones 
Jackie Oliver 
Al Unser 

Brian Redman 
Danny Ongais 
Vern Schuppan 
Warwick Brown 
Teddy Pilette 
Randy Lewis 
Brett Lunger 
Horst Kroll 
Sam Posey 
Peter Gethin 
Bob Lazier 


WOONOATAWNH 


Skeeter McKitterick 


Arion Koops 
Tuck Thomas 
John Benton 
Bruce Allison 
John Briggs 
Bob Nagel 


* Unconfirmed venues 


EUROPEAN 
FORMULA TWO 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 
Rene Arnoux 


Patrick Tambay 


Alex Ribeiro 
Michel Leclere 
Giancarlo Martini 
Eddie Cheever 
Roberto Marazzi 
Willi Deutsch 
Keijo Rosberg 
Ingo Hoffmann 
Harald Erti 


GONOMPWHH 


Sandro Pesenti-Rossi 


Klaus Ludwig 
Hans Binder 
Hans Heyer 
Francois Migault 


Jean-Prerre Jaussaud 
Freddy Kottulinsky 


Markus Hotz 


BP SUPER VISCO 


FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 

Bruno Giacomelli 
Rupert Keegan 
Stephen South 
Mike Young 
Brett Riley 

Boy Hayje 

Tony Dron 
Aryon Cornetson 
Geoft Lees 
Conny Andersson 
Richard Hawkins 
Dick Parsons 

Tiff Needell 

Chris Barnett 
Jac Nellemann 
lan Flux 

Bob Arnott 

Len Silverstone 
Mike Tyrrell 
Bascal Witmeuer 


OWOOP WR 


Gianfranco Brancatelli | 


WORLD DRIVER’S 


FORMULA 1 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 

Niki Lauda 
James Hunt 
Jody Scheckter 


Patrick Depailler 


Clay Regazzoni 
Jochen Mass 
Jacques Laffite © 
John Watson 
Hans Stuck 

Tom Pryce 
Gunnar Nilsson 
Carlos Pace 


Carlos Reutemann 


es 


Mario Andretti 
Alan Jo “a 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille 


Maurizio Flammini 
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Having suffered a mechanical breakage in practice, the Sid Taylor team dis- 
regarded their new March at Elkhart Lake's 


US F5000 race last weekend. In 


its place the team hired a Lola T332C which Alan Jones (above) drove into 
fifth place thus retaining his series lead. Another Australian switching to a 
Lola T332 was Vern Schuppan (below) whose All American Racers team had 


bought the ex-Graham McRae chassis until their new Eagle chassis is ready. 


It’s Heyer and Hezemans 


Hans Heyer took advantage of Bob 
Wollek crashing his Erwin Kremer- 
ae eg Porsche 934 Turbo at 

iepholtz last weekend to increase 
further his lead in the German 
Bilstein Trophy series for G4 and G2 
(to 1975 spec) cars. Heyer was the 
hero of the meeting, having: started 
last in the smaller 2-litre race driving 
his familiar Zakspeed Ford Escort. 
The German tigered up through the 
field, taking the lead from team-mate 
Klaus Ludwig who had spun as the 
rain descended, forcing the race to be 
cut short by 12 laps. 

Challenging Heyer and Ludwig in 
the 2-litre division were the GS 
Tuning BMW 2002s of Jorg 
Obermoser and Grand Prix star 
Gunnar Nilsson. Nilsson spent most 
of practice swopping from Dunlop to 
Goodyear to Dunlop tyres. The 
Swede also was experiencing braking 


NNWWWHAAMDO 


problems which contributed to an 
off-course excursion and he started 
the race from 8th position on the 
grid. 

The race, like the G4 event, was 
held over 40 laps of the 2.6kms 
circuit. Heyer had his engine die on 
the grid and when he got it going, he 
selected reverse gear at the fall of 
the flag, getting away virtually last. 

This allowed Ludwig into a big 
lead from Obermoser while Nilsson 
worked his way up to 5th and then 
4th by lap 8. It was then that the 
Swede started having a recurrence of 
his practice brake bothers and, 
coupled to a rear axle/diff over- 
heating, he dropped back eventually 
retiring on lap 16. 

Heyer was now really motoring and 
he caught and passed Obermoser 
and set off after Ludwig. Then on lap 
23 the rain started and four laps 
later Ludwig spun, allowing Heyer 
into the lead. A lap later the race was 
stopped because of the conditions 
and Heyer declared the winner. 

In the G4-dominated over 2-litre 
division, which is usually a Porsche 
match race, there was an initial dice 
for the lead between the Porsche 
Turbos of Toine Hezemans, Wollek 
and Clemens Schickentanz. After 
Wollek crashed out of the race and 
Schickentanz retired with a broken 
turbolader, Hezemans cruised home 
with the Georg Loos-entered car to 
yet another win. 

Second, after a drive of particular 


merit, was Tim Schenken who was 


driving the standard noni 
charged Loos Carrera. Tim 
were notable because he 
be ting the : 
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David Stokes’ Arkell win with his recen tly re-shelled car has now given hima 22 point championshop advan tage. 


David stokes it up 


Stokes éxtends championship lead — controversial water splash causes havoc 
— Willie Crawford tops Scottish contingent — Report: GEORGE DEAN — 


Photography: HUGH BISHOP 


The Arkell Rally, sponsored as usual by 
Arkell’s Brewery and on this occasion also 
by Castrol is a unique event in the British 
calendar. Its relaxed atmosphere, low road 
mileage and unyielding stages produced this 
year a mixed reaction from competitors. 
There are those who can adjust themselves 
and their performance to cope with the style 


of the Arkell, and others who resent the. 


short bursts of frenetic activity followed by 
long service breaks or gentle road sections. 
These latter feel frustrated by this rally. On 
the surface it is all too straightforward with 
the same stages repeated in morning and 
afternoon. In practice it is not that easy. 
Fortunes fluctuated throughout the day — 
punctures, trees and fords intervening to 
spoil many people’s efforts. Least affected 
and hence eventual and popular winners 
were David Stokes and Bill Andrews in their 
well-known Escort. A fairy-tale result this, 


for a local crew with local sponsors in Avon 


Tyres, and Castrol. 

What. is to be the development of the Arkell 
Rally is uncertain, but this writer believes there 
must bea sure future for the event. Its main spon- 
sors report it as an excellent investment and will 
surely continue their support. On the organi- 
sational side there were a few shortcomings this 
year, but Cirencester Car Club a ae with their 
ematomary cheerfulness. Results throughout the 


day were quickly and accurately produced, with — 


mo ensuing arguments. The whole thing is refresh- 
i=ely sporting and is welcome as such. 


ENTRY 


The Arkell is always oversubscribed and this 


year was no exception. Several potential front-. 


runners failed to materialise, including last year’s 
winner. Randolph Whittal-Williams, Andy 
Dawson, and the Samson Brothers who have not 
yet taken delivery of their reshelled car from 
David Sutton. 

Greheam Hismore and Stuart Harrold were 


eee ‘ " oe os * 


therefore first to start in a borrowed TC. 1600 en- 
tered by Gwalia Van Hire. The car was not really 


competitive but Graham showed his skill on the 


narrower stages with some competitive times. 
The Johnsons of Gainsborough/Esso Uniflo 
Escort of Tony Drummond/Phil Short followed, 
and Tony was probably favourite to win, having 
shown good reliable form this year. His, self-built 
engine Is also the envy of absolutely everyone else 
— Drummond stage starts with clouds of smoke 
wreathing the A2 — shod back wheels are truly 
spectacular. Following him were _ Paul 


aulkner/Monty Peters in the Team Castrol 
Escort which was immaculate as ever, and then . 


the first of the Scottish interlopers, Donald 


eee 


Chris Field took group one comfortably after the early demise of Henry Inurrieta. 


Wie 


astral 
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RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


ROUND 6 


Heggie/George Dean in the English of Bourne- 
mouth car. George Hill/Peter Valentine have had 


a disappointing season to datein the Martin Group 
Vauxhall, and despite more power, this event was 
not to prove a happy one for them. Eventual 
winner David Stokes was next up, with Richard 


Tliffe/Tony McMahon following in a Mark I 


which was_ temporarily replacing 
Richard’s regular car. The Lothian Sports Cars 
Escort of Willie Crawford/Fred Gallagher is a 
regular Arkell visitor and Willie had convinced 
himself that this could be his year for victory. His 
opening pace confirmed this, but engine problems 
were to intervene. Other quick runners in the to 

twenty were Mike Rawson/Chris Gray (Stockshi 


Escort 
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Come in number 13! — Laurie Richards mechanical gremlins obviously took a holiday last weekend. 


Garage Kadett), Laurie Richards/John Tew 
(Century Oils Escort) with Laurie soldiering 
through the day somewhat crdgged following the 
onslaught of a holiday bug, Derek and Terry 
Evans (Vincent Greenhous_ of 
Firenza), and Malcolm Wilson/John Davies (Peter 
Russek Escort). 

The Group One brigade of Fords were headed 
by Henry Inurrieta who brought along the 
RS2000 used on the “Tour” by Barrie Williams. 
Next came David MHardcastle’s Capri, then 
Graham sonyed who has “demoted” himself to the 


ney. Roa Garage RS2000, and Steve Smith in 
an RS2000, sho 


with General Tires, called ' 


“Grabber 60’s” which must mean something ' 


since they finished in tenth place. The non-Fords 
were mostly Avengers of whom Chris Field in the 
Coventry Telegraph version was easily quickest, 
winning Group 1 overall, while Bernard Banning 
broke his gearbox early in the event. 

Starting down at number 28 were David 
Jones/Rob Roebuck in their ex-works Escort. 
entered by Preci-Spark, They produced their best 
eeence to date, and could well have won 

efore David bent the axle. Nevertheless their 
efforts did not go unnoticed and they were pre- 
sented with a special award for the drive. Un- 
fortunately for David Jones, his twin brother 
Godfrey is now scheduled to use the car for the re- 


mainder of the season. Shades of the early years - 


of the Samson Brothers, who took it in turns to 
drive before it was established who was the 
quicker. I suppose that it’s fortunate for the rest 


Shrewsbury . 


of us that these various talented families only run 
onerally car! _ 


THE RALLY | ae: 


_The day’s short started with seven miles through 


Cirencester Park, followed by three in the bumpy 
Hailey Wood, and one at Park Farm. Straight- 
away; Willie Crawford was quickest despite an 
engine which went off song after half the stage. 
Robin Farrington was an encouraging second 
fastest with Donald Heggie next and then Tony 
Drummond and David Jones making an immedi- 
ate impression. The Park is a eng praca. and 
the straights have got to be taken flat out for 
quick times. Nobody was that brave on their first 
run through! 

Drummond and Crawford tied for the honours 
at Hailey Wood, with Jones one second down and 
Heggie two, while the order at Park Farm was 
much the same, and the margins tiny. One slight 
error was enough to disapppear from the leader 
board, which on the return to the repeat of the 
first Park stage, showed Crawford three seconds 
ahead of Drummond who was two ahead of 
Heggie with Jones t wo more behind. 

aving woken up, experienced the straights 
and screwed up the courage, Drummond lopped 
twenty-one seconds off his first time to be fastest 
from Faulkner and Heggie five seconds behind. 
David Jones too improved bravely and was kee 
ing right in touch. Willie Crawford’s engine pro 


Star of the day — Edinburgh driver Willie Crawford had the pace of the Arkell perfectly measured until 


slowed by engine problems. 


several crews had ruck trouble on tree stumps. 
Hill deranged the Vauxhall's steering and ii 
on, as did Inurrieta in the Group 1 Escort. 

om he off for twenty seconds, while Peter Clarke 
rolled his RS2000 damagmg his wrist more 
seriously than his car. 

Lunch was taken with the penalties Drummond 
1254, Heggie 1261, Jones 1266, Faulkener 1267. 
Crawford 1275. The next batch of stages com- 
prised Ebworth, Miserden Park and Cirencester 
in the opposite direction. Heggie had firmly made 
up his mind that Ebworth was the place which 
would decide the rally, and so it did, for him at 
least.About one exciting mile from the start of the 
stage, the English’s car clambered over a wander 


. ing:tree stump bending the steering sufficiently 


to suggest retirement. Drummond punctured 
losing a minute, while young Malcolm Wilson dis- 
payee his prowess with fastest time in his 1700 

scort, two seconds ahead of David Stokes who 
was four ahead of that other bright prospect 
Graham Elsmore, proving on this stage, power 
was an irrelevancy with a 1600 Twin-Cam 
borrowed from Pete Fear while his new Mk2 
slowly takes shape. 

If Ebworth began the rot among the leaders, * 
the ford at Miserden Park continued it. History 
does not relate how many people came to a halt, 
but Faulkner, Iliffe, and the Evans Brothers all 
lost time in varymg amounts. Malcolm Wilson 
tied with Drummond for fastest with Mike 
Rawson pettn the Kadett into third spot. All 
this left David Jones in the lead but he proceeded 
to throw it all away on the return to Cirencester 
Park, bending the axle and sustaining t wo _punc- 
tures one front and one rear on different sides. 
George Hill had two rear wheel punctures while 
Drummond set a furious pace to get back on 
terms, beating Stokes by twelve seconds, but 
damaging a rear quarter in the effort. Elsmore too 
was in trouble with a collapsing bottom pulley. 
Another service-cum-food halt followed and the 
pas were even closer with Stokes 2546, 

rawford (despite the fading engine) 2547, 
Drummond (already back in touch) 2550, and 
Wilson 2553, but about to retire with a seized 


engine. 

The final fling of the rally repeated Ebworth, 
Miserden, Hailey Wood and Cirencester. Despite 
David Stokes determined efforts in Ebworth, it 
looked like nothing could now stop Drummond, 


- especially when the ford at Miserden engulfed 


Stokes, costing him about a minute On this run it 
appears as though spectators had dammed the 
stream for reports indicated deeper water. This 
really trapped the unwary! Those who had crept 
through successfully on their first visit were em- 
boldened and gave it a charge this time. No way! 
Faulkner (again), Hardcastle and half the entry_ 
spluttered to a halt. All this spread the times here 

~and Geoff Lobb’s Kadett was an impressive 
second to Drummond, now adding speed to the 
consistency shown through the event. 

The fates had not yet, however, dealt their final 
hand. The re-run of at Wood in the opposa 
direction exposed a well-hidden roadside rock 
which smashed several wheels, tyres and axles. 
Drummond amazingly went off, losing another 
minute. Stokes could hardly believe it and 
promptly tied for fastest with Lobb. Adve 

ack to Stokes, it appeared, but not so, for 
Crawford now led with his ailing car, headgasket 
blown and just t wo cylinders operating. And so to 
the final career through the Park. Drummond was 
predictably quickest but Stokes scented victory 
and hurled his car through the beech trees to be 
only nine seconds down (after a grade-one fifth- 
gear “moment”, which David will no doubt 
remember without any prompting). Crawford 
strove to overcome his Pong. dinate by 
risking all at the corners, but to no avail, the 
Evans Brothers lurched through the st to 
third fastest on the stage and fourth overall mn a 
Aap which was by now decidedly knock- 

need. 

With all these happenings, no-one was quite cer- 
tain of the outcome, but results were quickly 
available. They revealed Stokes to be the wmner 
by a mere ten seconds from Drummond who was 
in turn ten seconds ahead of Crawford. A popular 
end to a good event, which reinforces David 
Stokes position in the Castrol/AUTOSPORT cham- 
plone . Chris Field was a clear Group 1 wmner, 

rom Steve Smith, Graham Lepley, and David 
Hardcastle. Full details of the up-to-date pomts 
position appear in “Special Stage”. 


1976 Arkell Rally 
1, David Stokes/Bill Andrews (Escort) 4064 
2, Tony Drummond/Phil Short (Escort) 4074 
3, Willie Crawford/Fred Gallagher (Escort) 4084 
4, Derek & T Evans (Firenza) 4097 
5, Geof ick (Kadett) 4112 
6, Laure Richards) John Tew (Escort) 4127 


Despite last minute pre-rally dramas, Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon scored a great success for Ford — leading home Roger Clark in a 1-2 triumph. 


TOTAL RALLY 


Ford totalitarian triumph 


Makinen and Clark dominate in RS1800s — excellent drives from Chris 
Sclater and Tony Pond their only challenge — rally a great success 
despite political unrest.Report: HENRY LIDDON 


If you are not a Ford fan, you had better 
stop reading this report right now, as Timo 
Makinen and Roger Clark in_ Escorts 
ulverised all opposition in the 19th Total 
Rally which finished back in Pretoria on 
Saturday 24th July. Between them, they 
were fastest in 38 out of the 40 special 
stages, eventually heading the three other 
finishers by nearly an hour! Impressive 
drives however came from Chris Sclater 
(Toyota) and Tony- Pond in a_ Dolomite 
engined Marina who both retired on stage 
21, whilst in third and fourth positions. 

It is of great credit to motor sport 
enthusiasts throughout the world that 
despite the current crop of political 
problems, organisers of motor rallies can 
manage to run successful events, and with 
the rioting in Soweto still fresh in 
everyone’s mind, Dave Hastie, very 
eously sponsored by the Total Oil 

mpany, headed an enthusiastic com- 
mittee who ran a much improved Total 
| Rally this year. 


Tm the early days of the event, the accent was on 
' ietricate navigation more than on driving skill. 
The rally finished in Mozambique at Lourenco 
Marques (which since independence has been 
emamed Maputo) and this provided a great 
weekend party atmosphere with the consumption 
ef a considerable quantity of liquor and prawns! 


Is recent years, however, the Rall 
moving towards World-Champions P. status, 
using superb forest stages in eastern Transvaal 
and Swaziland, but still unfortunately with too 
much accent on _ tricky navigation and unusual 


een ar it- saa . that “loc 1 


has been. 


knowledge” of allegedly secret stages around 
Pretoria gave the 


Observers present last year but a major barrier to 


the event’s elevation in status is the use of secret. 


forest gue and the admittance of non-homolo- 
gated locally built machinery. 

So to the format of the 1976 event, which was 
lengthened to include some 600 kilometres of 
special stage in three loops based on Pretoria 
(which is some 40 miles north of Johannesburg). 
The first loop starting at 1 o’clock on Wednesday, 
July 21, was an easy run with five stages, one of 
which was on the service roads of Kyalami Racing 
Circuit and it was this loop that caused the most 
controversy with some poor and even non-exist- 
ent arrowing. The second loop provided the meat 
of the rally and headed off into the eastern Trans- 
vaal on minor roads; a boring but inevitable run of 
over 300 kilometres taking competitors to Lyden- 
burg, near the Kruger National Park. A dozen 
superb forest stages, culminating in an awe-in- 
eine 81 kilometre “‘Marathon” (which incident- 

y included 216 navigational instructions in the 
route schedule) brought the rally to a welcome 
breakfast halt at Barberton near the Swaziland 
border. 

Re-starting at 7 o'clock in the morning, there 
were 17 stages back to a well-earned overnight 


_rest in Pretoria, before the surviving cars tackled 


seven short and perhaps unnecessary stages 
before the final controls which were well staged in 
Church Square, Pretoria. 


THE ENTRY 7 


South Africa’s expanding motor industry pro- 
vided assisted entries from Ford, Datsun, 
Leyland, Toyota, Alfa Romeo and Chrysler, 
whilst South African Airways transported some 


otable i . 


local competitors an 
unwarranted starting position. There were CSI. 


Hertz, Roger Clark (with his 1975 winning co- 
driver Stuart Pegg), Hannu Mikkola/Jean Todt, 
Harry Kallstrom (partnered by South African 
resident Lofty ws), Chris  Sclater/Hans 
Thorszelius, aay Pond/Dave Richards, Per-Inge 
Walfridsson, and Gerry Phillips who was navi- 
gating Jan Hettema (a three times past winner of 
the event) and last but not least Mrs Ode Dencker 
Andersen with Charlotte Heuser. Andrew Cowan 
jetted-in from his recent Heatway Rally success 
in New Zealand, suffering from a considerable 
degree of “jet-lag”’. The cars were especially inter- 
esting to European eyes, except perhaps for 
Makinen’s Escort which was his Firestone Rally 
car and recent Moroccan recce car very hurriedly 
rebuilt at Boreham after Airikkala’s abortive Jim 
Clark Rally. Boreham had four days to repair and 
re-build before Mick Jones drove the car to 
London Airport to be loaded into a baggage hold 
of a 747 to a Ai Frankfurt to Jo’burgh, as the 
original car Makinen was to use (the ex-Robin 
Hilyar Safari car) was still on the high seas 
between Mombassa and South Africa and 
scheduled to arrive two days after the start! 
Seeded at two was Ove Andersson in a locally 
built rey ae Corolla SR5 coupé, fitted with one of 
his 240bhp fuel injected European engines on 
loan. The same specification car was built for 
Hannu Mikkola, whilst Chris Sclater had a similar 
car but with locally built engine. The three crews 
spe differential problems before the start 
and Mikkola elected to start with a solid diff. 
Starting next were last year’s winners Roger 
Clark and Stuart Fee i a newly built Escort 
from the Competitions Department of Ford South 
Africa who had also entered their normal three 
Escort crews of Roelof Fekken/Johan Borman, 
Andre Liebenberg/Jan Kriek and Jan Hetema/ 
Gerry Phillips — Phillips deputising for Jan’s 
normal co-driver Stuart Pegg. This crew are well 
on the way to becoming South African rally 
Champions this year. Datsun Nissan entered a 
seven car team with overseas drivers Harr 
Kallstrom/Lofty Drews in a 16-valve 160 Ss8 
Coupé with 140Y’s for Ode Dencker Andersen/ 
Charlotte Heuser and Walfridsson/Kasselman. 
For their regular crews of Sarel Vd Merwe/Mike 
Hooper, Cassie Coetzee/Vic Diener and Jannie 
and Christo Kuun there were 160 SSS Coupé’s, 
whilst last year’s stars Jochi Klemt/Frans 
Boshoff had a new 140Y saloon fitted with a 2- 
litre 8-valve single cam engine. A furt. } 
Clark Peene for 


a 


.... Would you believe fourth overall after 18 stages ina Marina?! Although not able to match the RS1800s, the Total Rally witnessed another memorable 


Tony Pond drive. 


Chrysler entered Andrew Cowan/Gerry Gericke 
and Sandy Grant/Leon Joubert in 1600cc Colt and 
Avenger respectively. Tony Pond and Dave 
Richards appeared with a Dolomite-engined 
Marina saloon; a car which has proved successful 
in previous championship rallies. Entered by 
Leyland S.A. Another entry had been received 
from Team Huisgenoot for Dacremont/Ganaelle 
in a Peugeot 504, but the team never materialised 
as one of the participants was alleged to be 
pregnant. There were 96 entries of which 87° 
started. ' 


RALLY 
In South Africa there is an overall 90mph speed 


limit in an effort to conserve fuel and as Police 
speed checks were anticipated no crews were to be 
seen speeding. However, a feature of the rally was 


no penalty for late arrival at a time control until 
one’s total lateness exceeded 30 minutes on the. 


first and last legs and 60 minutes on the long 
middie leg. Thus each road section had a target 
time and, likewise, each ge stage had a target 
time which, if exceeded, also counted against 
-one’s total delay allowance. The actual penalties 
for special stages were conventional with every 
second taken being a penalty point. 

Does that make sense tod you? It certainly 
caused problems for the slower cars which were 
losing minutes on the special stages as well as on 
the road sections. With this 90kph overall speed 
limit, some of the road sections set at an average 
of over 70kph proved difficult, especially if any 
servicing was necessary bet ween stages. ’ 

Under a hot early spring sun the 87 cars were 
= pa away fnom outside Pretoria’s historic city 

on a short run to the first special stage held 
on army training ground. The first stageis always 
an anxious time on any rally, and Hein and Ronel 
Dahms in their Toyota Corolla hit one of the many 
rocks on this stage losing over eight minutes and 
damaging their su sion and radiator, whilst. 
journalist John ey rolled his car and was 
unable to continue. Makinen, whose car was 
suffermg from carburettor problems and jet 
settmgs more suitable for Essex than the high 
Transvaal, was fastest. 

The second stage 12 kilometres long and was 
the scene of potentially us confusion, 
with 2 route badly defined in the road-book and 
insufficiently arrowed, and included turnings on 
tracks through farm-land and fields. Of the frst 
Gowen cars at leest six had near misses with 
oncoming competitors’ If the Organisers wish to 


use these sort of stages then all junctions must be 
clearly defined so that it is impossible to meet a 
fellow competitor head-on if one has overshot or 


misread an obscure junction, as Roger Clark and 


Ove Andersson will agree! 

The next stage was on the dirt roads on the 
inside of Kyalami and proved a good spectator 
venue. Although not arrowed sufficiently, the 
route was obvious and greater use could well be 
made of this venue. Two further stages completed 
this initial loop before the return to an overnight 
halt in Pretoria. Hannu Mikkola’s rally was short- 
lived. To be precise, it lasted just 2.06 kilometres 
into stage 2, when his differential failed. The first 
of the Datsuns retirements happened on the fourth 
stage when the girls in their 140Y stopped. They 
tried for over an our to get the car mobile again 


but without success. It took a mechanic 20: 


minutes to locate a petrol leak under the distri- 
butor whilst amongst the crews who had 
navigational problems on these early “mickey- 
mouse” stages were Clark (Stage 1) Makinen, 
Andersson, strom (Stage 2) and Tony Pond 
(Stage 5) who became disorientated in a ploughed 
field, with his own dust! After an overnight halt 
back in Pretoria the rally proper re-started, with 
the order as follows: 1, Sarel VD Merwe (Datsun); 
2, R. Fekken (Ford); 3, J. Hettema (Ford); 4, R. 
Clark (Ford); 5, K. Coetzee (Datsun); 6, C. Sclater 
(Toyota); 7, T. Makinen (Ford), Tony Pond was 
down in 28th place, while Harry Kallstrom stole 
the limelight with 64th position! 

During the overnight halt, the rally scrutineers 


had moved Makinen’s car out of Parc Ferme as it ' 


was leaking considerable quantities of petrol from 
the air filter, so on re-starting, the crew pushed 
the car across the start-line to the adjacent 
service area, where the fault was rectified, and 
petrol blown out of number four ayinges With 
the aforementioned possibility of radar-traps 
competitors were faced with the daunting 329 


kilometre run to Lydenberg and at least two- 


crews were penalised, the whole section being set 
at a 74kph average. 

At around 5.30p.m. in the evening at Zumsit, 
the first of the real forest stages were tackled with 
short road sections only wing minimal 


service before the first re-fuelling point safely 


located in a timber yard. 

Andrew Cowan had suffered a slight “off”, 
stalled the engine and with a faulty starter was 
unable to back on the road qui . Jan 
Hettema his Escort and he claims it was 
only his fourth roll m 18 years of rallymg whilst 
codriver Gerry Philips counted this es his 13th 


roll! A second blow struck Ford when Andree 
Liebenberg rolled on the same corner, but he 
continued on his wheels only losing some 20 
seconds! 

Stage 11, a 25 kilometre forest classic, saw 
Makinen in trouble with a puncture some 10 kilo- 
metres from the end and having crossed the fmish 
line, a Toyota service crew obligingly changed the 
shattered wheel (which they kept as a souvenir)! 
Clark was easily fastest on this stage on 1352 
seconds followed by the incredible Pond on 1397 
with his amazing Marina, Makinen on 1410 
Sclater on 1438. 

On Stage 12 a mere 16 kilometres long, 
Makinen was 25 seconds shapes than Clark, who 
in turn, was seven seconds quicker than Sclater, 
so at the re-fuelling point the order was Makinen, 
Clark, Sclater ...and Mr. Pond. 

Retirements coming thick and fast included 
Cowan with suspension failure and the pace that 
the Escorts were setting was even causing 
Bernier Marriner Ford’s S.A. ebullient Com 

etition Manager some problems, Roger Clark 

aving problems with his handbrake and steering 
rack. Immediately it was back into the forests for 
three stages in quick succession before a 100 kilo- 
metre road section to Louw’s Creek, where there 
was more service activity in preparation for the 
81 kilometre ‘‘Marathon”. Dust had been a 
problem but by judicious clocking in at p' 
ing time controls it was possible to have a clearer 
run. 

Clark soon caught his team-mate Fekken whilst 
towards the end of this stage, Makinen could see 
Clark’s lights and all three cars arrived within a 
minute of one another. Makinen being fastest by 
over 2} minutes. It was this stage that decimated 
the entry with both Kallstrom and Walfridsson 
retiring shortly afterwards, with camshaft seizure 
and half-shaft failure respectively. 

A 50 kilometre main road run brought the sur- 
viving cars to the breakfast halt where the luckier 
crews were able to snatch some three hours sleep. 

At 7 o’clock on Friday 23rd July on a crisp 
sunny morning from the main street in Barberton 
only some 27 cars re-started in the order of ther 
arrival. A 25 kilometre section in 50 mimutes 
again allowed time for service before four stages 
in quick succession totalling some 65 kilometres 

In saw dramatic changes of fortune. Chris 
and Hans Thorszelius who had been head 

ing for a Pitt Bn result in the sole ivi 
Toyota, in stage 18 when the = 


vi 


t 


ete eat = +. = a 


Ore Andersson was the second (early) Toyota casualty of the three.‘works’ cars entered. 


TOTAL RALLY 


continued 


of the following car of Kleint/Boshoff who then 

squeezed past in their Datsun. Roger Clark, 

Baving at speed, just clipped the Toyota with his 
scort. 

Tony Pond who had been challenging Chris for 
third place passed by without drama only to hit a 
Vicious and unseen bump on the last straight of 
the same stage, knocking a hole in the sump. On 
starting the next stage, the oil pressure wavered 
and then dropped to zero, as the oil pick-up had 
broken. 

It was Datsun’s turn for disaster when Kleint’s 


fan broke, and bits lodged in the radiator. Next, a. 


very rough 35 kilometre stage, full of rocks and 
boulders saw Makinen use all his ‘‘Morroccan” ex- 
perience to finish 30 seconds quicker than Clark 
who in turn was over a minute quicker than any- 


body else. Ford were now one, two and three but it’ 
was their turn for a disaster when Roelof Fekken 
stopped for over an hour in stage 24, perhaps the 
roughest and longest of the morning stages, when 
his gearbox selectors jammed. He had been in con- 
siderable pain with a damaged wrist. 

By now the cumulative effects of lateness were 
beginning to tell and a number of crews were time- 
barred when they exceeded their permitted 60 
minutes. | 

Night was again falling and with no wind, stages 
31 and 32 were very dusty, Makinen consolidating 
his lead with fastest on both. There remained just 
one short test before the surviving eight crews 
clocked in to the Pretoria time control at around 8 
o’clock in the evening. 

Re-starting on the final leg the following 
morning at 7 o’clock the order was Makinen on 
28992 penalties from Clark on 29410. With less 
than 40km of competitive motoring left, Makinen 
crossed the finishing line of stage 37 having 


service crew the “thumbsdown™ suemal the car 
coasted to a halt, luckily into the arms of the best 
mechanics that Boreham and Port Elizabeth 
could produce. Clutch failure was su = 
then differential failure diagnosed and so with the 
crew being excluded if over 30 minutes late at the 
next time control, which was only 17 kilometres 
away, the mechanics miraculously stripped and 
re-fitted a crown wheel and pinion from a spare 
axle, only to find on re-assembling that the car 
still had no drive. The problem was then dis- 
covered to be the spline on the right-hand half- 
shaft which had stripped and as there was no 
replacement of the correct length, the end flanges 
on the half-shaft had to be changed which in itself 
was no simple matter! As one of the retaining 
nuts was welded, this necessitated a generator 
and grinding wheel. With time rapidly running 
out everything was -re-assembled and the car 
departed 30 minutes and 10 seconds after 
stopping! Completing the road section (already 
surveyed for Police radar traps), Makinen and 
Liddon clocked into the next time control with 9 
minutes to spare before exclusion! The remaining 
three small stages were naturally attempted very 
cautiously as not all the bolts had been replaced in 
the transmission. 

A very enthusiastic crowd pees the winners 
— the finish being filmed for the recently inaugur- 
ated South African Television Service which, 


‘despite the Springbok’s playing the All-Blacks, 
still managed a 30-minute programme of the Total 


Rally! 

The rally organisers, always eager to improve 
the event, have in hand the construction of some 
sophisticated print-out digital clocks and with the 
promise of better arrowing in 1977 and the 

romise of continued- support from Mike 

ummins of Total, all the European competitors 
would like to return, even if only for the hos- 

itality shown by Mr Hough Total’s Managing 

irector at his now famous lunch-time Sunday 
barbecue. Let us be thankful that he has a full 
year to re-stock his wine cellar! 


1976 Total Rally 


1, Timo yt hy eae Liddon (Ford Escort), 8h 38m 38s; 

2, Roger Clark/Stuart Pegg (Ford Escort), 8h 45m 18s; 

3, Bob Hardy/Brian Woodhead (Datsun 160 SSS), 9h 44m 17s; 
4, F. du Plessis/M. Havelaar (Colt), 10h 1m 2s; 

5, H. Snyckers/Eric Fletcher (Colt), 10h 9m 25s. 


Chris Sclater turns on the taps over the Kyalami stage. A fine drive came to an end on SSI8 with transmission failure while lying third overall 
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World Championship Round 9 . 


Surely it has 
to be Niki.... 


NIGEL ROEBUCK _ discusses 
prospects for this weekend's 
German GP at the Nurburgring 


This week, it’s back to first principles. The Ring. 
After Paul Ricard and Brands Hatch, here we 
have a place which makes no excuses for itself, 
nor needs to. The Nurburgring exists, not for the 


convenience of the Press or public, but to let pure. 


talent show, an annual opportunity for all to 
judge the competitors’ worthiness of the title 
“Grand Prix driver”. A man who can shine here 
has nothing else to prove. As at Spa. Clermont- 
Ferrand and Montjuich (will we ever see their like 
again?), a driver at the Nurburgring can, if talent 
permits, turn back the clock to a far-off time when 
a great driver in a mediocre car was a match for a 
lesser talent with better equipment. 
Typically, Niki Lauda was one of only three who 
attended the recent Goodyear tests at the Ring. 
This man is serious about his job. (Did you know, 
for instance, that he flies to Italy as the Ferrari 
team prepares to !eave for each GP, his purpose 
being to put in a few laps at Fiorano with his race 
car “just to check that everything is OK’’?). On 
the pole for the last two years, the Austrian 
dominated last year’s race, finally finishing third 


after a stop. If all goes well, he must win this year. | 


But recently Ferrari fortunes have been on the 
wane, their engine reliability suspect. Mechanical 
problems aside, however, both Niki and Clay (who 
won here superbly two years ago) must be in with 
the best chance. After all, Lauda has now lost 
three races on the trot, and that cannot continue 
indefinitely. 

James Hunt has yet to shine at the Ring, the 
Hesketh never working particularly well there. 


His competitiveness has, of course, multiplied . 
since he joined McLaren, but the Ring has never’ 


been a happy place for the Colnbrook team either 
and they have never won there. Flushed with 
recent success, however, they cannot be ruled out. 
Jochen Mass always goes well at the Eifel circuit 
and should be nearer the front of the grid than of 
late. One wonders if the new M26 will be used. 
When you've got a good thing going (and the M23 
is undeniably a good thing going at the moment), 
maybe you should leave well alone. 

Last year, the only man in Germany who showed 
himself capable of living with Lauda was Patrick 
Depailler, the Frenchman sitting on the Ferrari’s 
tail while the others receded in the distance. And 
that was in the four-wheeler. Patrick is due for a 
Grand Prix win, and the Ring could provide it. 
Similarly, Jody Scheckter put in a remarkable 
performance two years ago; on_his first Fl 
appearance at this most difficult of all circuits, 
Jody finished second and got the fastest lap. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to see a Lotus victory? 
Nearly two years have passed since a JPS driver 
made the winner’s circle, and the drought must 
end soon. Andretti has been magnificent recently, 
if unlucky, and Gunnar Nilsson’s display at 
Brands was very impressive. The 77 gets better 
all the time. ; 

Second last year — admittedly thanks mainly to 
attrition — was Jacques Laffite in the Williams. 
This year the little Frenchman (isn’t it nice to see 
someone so clearly enjoy his motor racing?) will 
be in the Ligier-Matra JS5, and I expect him to be 
right up there in the thick of it. 

So, too, should be Chris Amon and the Ensign. 
Four years have passed since the New Zealander 
last raced here, but all that experience should 
more than compensate for that. Sooner or later 
that luck has to change . . . doesn’t it? Precision 
has been the hallmark of Chris’s driving in the 
a and that should count for a lot at the 

ing. 

After his drives at Paul Ricard and Brands 
Hatch, John Watson must be taken very 
seriously indeed. The Penske PC4, after a dismal 
start, is starting to look highly competitive and 
Watson loves this circuit. Last year, in a one-off 
drive with a JPS 72, he qualified quicker than 
Ronnie. ... 

Ronnie. There are definite signs that he is re- 
covering some of the old fire, and his should be the 
leading March this weekend. Brambilla and Stuck 
will also drive 761s, and the German is always 
quick in front of a home crowd. At the time of 
writing, there was some doubt about Merzario’s 
mount for this race (see P&P). 

Despite his victory last year with the Brabham 
BT44, I cannot see Carlos Reutemann in the hunt 
this time, nor his team-mate Carlos Pace. The 


_ game must be said of the Shadow team, although 


Tom Pryce will at least try hard. At Brands, 
Jarier was pathetic and seems to have lost 
interest completely in his team. 

How much difference will the presence of Dave 
Baldwin make to the Copersucar-Fittipaldi team? 
It may be a little early to expect miracles, but 
Emerson Fittipaldi will be trying as hard as ever 
this weekend. Jones, Lunger and Pescarolo will be 
Surtees-mounted as usual, and Frank Williams 
will have a single car there for A.N. Other (likely 
to be Merzario — see P&P). Ertl and Edwards will 
be trying to qualify their old Heskeths, as will the 
RAM Brabham drivers. 


So who is it to win? Surely, Lauda can’t lose. 


four on the trot, can he? Barring another of those 
12000rpm seizures, no one is going to stop the 
Austrian this weekend. Are they? 


The McLaren M26 and James Hunt testing at Silverstone last week. Will the new car be used in Germany; a Ferran 
beater? 


Nurburgring, Germany 

Lap distance: 14.19 miles 

Lap record: Clay Regazzoni (F1 
Ferrari 312T), 7m 06.4s, 119.79mph 
(1975). 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


1972 Nurburgring (14 laps — 198.64 
‘aig 

1, J. Ickx (Ferrari 312B2), 
116.63mph; - 

2, G. Regazzoni (Ferrari 312B2), 

3, R. Peterson (March-Ford 721G). 
1973 Nurburgring (14 laps — 198.64 
miles): 

1, J. Stewart (Tyrrell-Ford 006), 
116.82mph; 

2, F. Cevert (Tyrrell-Ford 006); 

3, J. Ickx (McLaren-Ford M23). 

1974 Nurburgring (14 laps — 198.64 
miles) 

1, G. Regazzoni (Ferrari 312B3), 
117.33mph; 

2, J. Scheckter (Tyrrell-Ford 007); 

3, C. Reutemann (Brabham-Ford 

BT 44). 

1975 Nurburgring (14 laps — 198.64 
miles) 

1, C. Reutemann (Brabham-Ford 
BT44B), 117.73mph; 

2, J. Laffite (Williams-Ford FW); 

3, N. Lauda (Ferrari 3127). 


RADIO COVERAGE 


Friday: Radio 2, 6.45pm. 

Saturday: Radio 4, 8.25 am; Radio 2, 
5.30 pm. 

Sunday: Radio 2, 7.00 pm. 

Monday: Radio 4, 7.25 or 8.25 am. 


TIMETABLE 


Practice 

Friday: 10.00-11.30 and 13.00-14.00. 
Saturday: 10.00-11.30 (unofficial) and 
13.00-14.00. 

Race (14 laps) 

Sunday: 13.30. 


CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 


World Championship for Drivers (after 
nine rounds) 1, Niki Lauda, 58 pts; 2, 
James Hunt, 35; Jody Scheckter, 29; 
4, Patrick Depailler, 26; 5, Clay 
Regazzoni, 16; 6, Jacques Laffite and 
Jochen Mass, 10; 8, John Watson, 9; 
Hans-Joachim Stuck, 7; 10, Tom 
Pryce, 6; 11, Carlos Pace, 5; 12, 
Gunnar Nilsson and Mario Andretti, 
4: 14, Carlos Reutemann and Alan 
Jones, 3: 16, Chris Amon and 
Emerson Fittipaldi. 2. 
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Race winner Oliver cocks a wheel. 


Ollie takes the laurels © 


Oliver’s luck hangs together for once — Unser second again — No joy. 
for Redman — Schuppan (Lola) third — Report: GORDON KIRBY — 


Photography: CHARLES LORING 
About an hour before the start of Elkhart 


Lake’s F5000 final, Don Nichols’ Shadow. 


team were stuck into effecting what they 
thought might be the cure to the handling 
problems which their DN6B_ had _ been 
dogged with all weekend. The “cure”’ 
amounted to little more than a change of oil 
in the gearbox from a special lightweight 
type to a more conventional grade. Within 
laps of the start it was obvious that the 
problem had been solved. 

Jackie Oliver found that instead of 
scrabbling wildly away from the turns his 
Shadow would now power straight and hard 
down the road, its differential locker now 
working. In the first lap alone Oliver passed 
eight cars. Soon helped by the mistakes and 
misfortunes of others he was up the third. 
Meanwhile Brian Redman and Al Unser, 
running close together just ahead of Oliver, 
started to experience troubles of their own. 
Redman’s Chaparral Chevy broke a valve 
spring keeper so that he soon had to relin- 
quish not only the lead but also any hope of 
finishing the race. Early in the race Unser 
had missed a gearchange and now his 
Falconer Chevy began to grow stiff. Oliver, 
however, was experiencing nothing but a 
strong engine and a responsive chassis and 
seven laps from home he swept ahead. 

But Jackie Oliver is one of those racing 
drivers whose luck always seems to turn at 
the brightest of moments. Indeed he had 
lead both of the previous two F5000 rounds 
enly to lose his chance at victory through 
mistakes of his own. This time, however, 
there were no mistakes nor misfortunes. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE __ 


in 
front of a Lola T332C which Theodore Bacing had 


situation. ‘“This team has been trying to diversify 
itself too much,”’ he said firmly. ‘“We’re going to 


_have to change that. We’re going to have to con- 


centrate our efforts. I can’t develop a car, learn 
new circuits — and that goes for the team as well 
as me — and try to win the Championship at the 
same time. Next year sure, but not this year,’’ A 
resolute young man that one. 

The day before a somewhat older man, a man 
whose energy and enthusiasm belies his passage 
into middle age, communicated equal resolution. 
Dan Gurney was explaining why he had bought a 
well-worn Lola T332 to replace his team’s 1974- 
vintage Eagle and serve as-an interim car until 
the new Eagle is thoroughly-tested and ready to 
race. It must have been a_ difficult, long- 
considered decision to make? ‘‘No,” Dan replied 
softly, “I think it took me about an hour from 
when I first thought of it.” His driver Vern 
Schuppan was altogether more blunt about it. 
‘There was no point in racing a car that we knew 
wasn’t going to becompéetitive.” ; 

In a similar vein Don Nichols, the Shadowman 
himself, was talking about his Formula 5000 
team. ‘‘we’ll have to carry on this year as best 
we can, but we must carry on. I think the car and 
the engine are finally coming into their own. Next 
year we're going to have to find the right backing 
and team to win the Championship.” 

Earlier, just before the first practice session, 
Brian Redman, defendmg twotime American 
Champion reflected the same kind of feelings 
about the aa being levelled at his 
supremacy. “‘We’ll 
weekend,” he exclaimed in his best Yankee lingo. 
“T thought Watkins Glen would be the place to 


_make a jump ahead in the Championship but, well 


we didn’t, of course. We must win this 
weekend....’’ Redman pulled his helmet down 
over his face and stepped towards his car. . 
And indeed it soon began to look as if Redman 
was going to carry the weekend. He was com- 
fortably fastest on the first day of practice and on 
the second day, just as at Watkins Glen, Brian 
climbed into the new and unraced Haas/Hall Lola 
T430 and went faster with it than he had in the 
T332C. But in the last of four practice sessions 
Redman’s best times were eelinged by Al Unser. 
e in a much more 


ave to blow ’em off this” 


F5000 season had been guaranteed with the 


support of American Racing Wheels, sponsor of 
VPJ’s USAC “Cosworth Car”. “I wanna stick 
with Al from now on,” Miletich added, “There 
baka be anyone else in the team. Its all gonna be 
or Al. 

On the first day of practice Al Unser had been 
unhappy with himself, his car and the track, but 
after some overnight changes he and the same 
VPJ Lola T332 began to work more as one. 
Indeed Al grew smoother as the day wore on and 


finally broke Mario Andretti’s F5000 pole, 


osition record of last year (2mins 01.644secs). 
ere is no doubt that Al Unser’s road race 
aprrcicoesp is ey ate and as the only USA 
man in the field these days his return to F5000 is a 
doubly good thing. 

In terms of trying to construct a single, fast lap 
Redman and the Haas/Hall team were caught 
napping by Unser and VPJ. After being quickest 
by half a second on Friday with their T332C, 
Redman expressed considerable satisfaction with 
the car, enough for Jim Hall to decide to con- 
centrate on the T430 the next day. Again, just 
like at Watkins Glen the T430 showed its promise 
when Redman returned the fast timeof Saturday’s 
morning session a full second quicker than his 
T332C best. But still there was no intention of 
racing the newer design. ‘‘Oh, its got lots of bad 
mechanical things,” explained the Champion, 
“The gearshift is awful for instance, and there’s 
lots of wind buffeting in the cockpit and I still 
don’t fit into it ee: For the final session he 
returned to the T332C and in his last-minute 
attempt to match Unser’s times, Redman was 
hampered by a fluttering of yellow flags after 
Horst Kroll had hit the guardrail. That left him 
anxious enough about his ability to compete with 
Unser. “I don’t know that I could do much better 
than a 2.5 or so with the 332,” he said with 
genuineconcern. <~ 

There was competition too from another 
quarter. Jackie Oliver got down to 2mins 02.988 
sec with his usual Shadow-Dodge DN6B, but 
somehow it didn’t seem that there was much 
strength this particular weekend to the Shadow’s 
potential. First of all the car was beset with 
oversteer. This meant that Ollie was spending as 
much time waggling his tail in the dirt as‘ any- 
thing else, an unhappy story which was by no 
means improved by the added worry of having 
only one engine for the meeting and that 
recording high oil temperature and fluctuating 

ressure. It looked like a burdensome race for the 
hadow. - 

Fourth fastest was Danny Cogais (2mins 
03.557secs), as usual with a pair of Interscope 
Lola T332Cs. The former drag racer seemed to 
labouring under much less pressure than had 
Hung over him at both Mosport and Watkins Glen. 


‘We're ting there,” sail on ° 
then shifting into a half-smile, guess I need 
another year yet.” You haven't the balf of 


Danny Ongais yet. As Brian Redman willtell you: 
“Oe he's very. very good He's wee Inare aed 


Just a tenth of a second slower (2mins 
04.193secs) was another Australian, Alan Jones, 
Championship points leader, winner of the past 
two races at first man to break the Lola 
stranglehold of Formula 5000 in three years. 

On Friday in between learning the circuit and 
continuing to sort the new 76A March Jones 
recorded eighth fastest time. But midway 
through the second session of the day the March's 
cast aluminium rear crossmember fractured in 
two places. The upshot of this was that Syd 
Taylor decided to withdraw the March. That even- 
ing Taylor reached an agreement with Dick 
Shirey, a recent graduate from Formula Ford, to 
rent Shirey’s Lola T332C for the rest of the 
meeting. Shirey agreed, not only because it was 
financially worthwhile but it seemed also that it 
would help him sort out this first venture into 
F5000. 

By the time the Theodore mechanics had ex- 
changed Shirey’s engine for one of their Bartz 
Chevys and realigned the chassis to their liking, 
Jones had less than 45 minutes to practise the 
car. Before the end of that final session the rented 
Lola coasted to a stop because the fuel tank pick- 
up would not drain the last four gallons. 

If anything the rest of the Theodore Racing 
team were less happy than their number one 
driver. You see, their number two driver Bruce 
Allison, who had not raced since Pocono, was 
epee to race the team’s Lola T330/2 at 
Elkhart. But the problems with the March compli- 
cated things enough for Allison’s car to be put 
aside. Late Friday night after the deal with 
Shirey’s team had been sealed, Doug Shierson, 
American March agent and owner of the 
Theodore 76A and spares offered the car to 
Allison if he was interested. He was. 

A stealthy piece of repair work was lavished on 
the fractured beam and Allison set off for his first 
experience of both circuit and car on Saturday 
morning. On his second lap he crashed. 

“Tt was my fault,” he said without hesitation. 
The car went straight into the barrier and though 
the driver was unhurt the monocoque was 
‘accordioned’ badly. So the car was rolled ignomi- 
nously into its trailer. Syd Taylor has ordered a 
new Lola’T332C, Doug Shierson wants badly to 
race the March and Alan Jones cocks a look at 
you over his shoulder and ‘says flatly, ““Have you 
ever seen such a shambles in your life?” 


HEATS 


0 EE ae eee eee 
Redman was anxious to beat Unser in the first 
heat, afraid that if he didn’t he might get held up 
in the early stages of the final while Al went away 
on his own. So it was that the first of the heats 
took on much more significance than normal as 
Unser boomed off into the lead and Redman 
chased hard into the VPJ Lola’s slipstream. They 
stayed like that throughout the twelve laps, 
Unser always clinging to the lead, although 
Redman managed to pull all the way alongside on 
at least three occasions. “I tell ya that man’s a 
hard racer,” a sweating Unser said as he climbed 
from his car while Redman, squinting and smiling 
in the hot morning sun said, “More than anything 
Nag pleased to find we were competitive with 


For a few laps Warwick Brown held himself 
within range of the two leaders but then a 
vibration slowed him down although he still held 
comfortably to third place. A little further back 
Pilette came home fourth well clear of 
Breidenbach who drove smoothly and well in his 
first F5000 race. Gethin spun out of fifth place on 
the second lap but thereafter he settled down for a 
hard drive and reclaimed sixth place on the very 


lap. 

Be taccond heat looked like being a good match 
between Oliver and Ongais but the Interscope 
man made a superb start and jumped clear. “‘He 
pulled a little further away from me with every 
gearchange,” explained Oliver, “and then I tried 
to dive inside him into the first corner but I 
wobbled wide and lost two places instead.” In his 
moment Oliver banged a front wheel against a 
kerb and had to stop to change a resulting flat 
tyre. So that left Ongais leading strongly from 
Jones. Schuppan, Lewis and Lunger. Around the 
middle of this sprint Jones made a big effort to 
close on is but instead he spun so that he 
finished third behind Schuppan. 

Back in the paddock Jones’ mechanics fiddled 
with thei rented car some more while the 
Shadows gearbox oil was changed after Al Unser 
had suggesec to Oliwer that the car's differential 
leek Oe > wo to be workers 


' 


FINAL 


It took two attempts before the 25 lap fmal 
actually got away, both front row men breaking 
clear of the rest much too early on the first 
attempt. The second time, Ongais made use of his 
drag racing experience to leap away on his own. 
Through the first two turns he pulled out some 
thirty yards to Unser, Schuppan, Redman (who 
experienced a slight misfire on the run into the 
first turn), Brown and Jones. But at the third turn 
Ongais went too deeply into the corner and as he 
wrestled with an oversteering slide, first Unser 
and then Schuppan pulled past him. As Redman 
opposite-locked his way round, Ongais was 
bouncing back onto the same piece of pavement 
and for a moment the two Lolas touched wheels. 
But both men kept their noses pointing straight 
ahead and Ongais had to give way. 

A few turns later and Unser, the new leader, 
made much the same mistake as Ongais so that 
Schuppan and Redman were able to snap through 
into the first two places. ‘‘I’ve never seen such a 
frantic first lap as that one!” a wide-eyed Redman 
later told it. : 

At the front Vern Schuppan held fast to his 
lead, the blue Jorgensen Lola just ahead of white 
Boraxo Lola. But on the fourth lap Redman 
ducked inside at the first turn and began to go 
away on his own. 

But on the fifth lap as Redman began to build a 
clear lead yellow flags were suddenly brought out. 
Noyes and McKitterick had crashed together at 
the second turn and though they were well off the 
track and both men were unhurt it was deemed 
necessary to bring out the pace car. : 

At the end of the seventh lap the pace car pulled 
off and Redman lead the field away. Very soon he 
was re-establishing his advantage, pulling clear 
while Schuppan’s Lola continued to lead the rest 
although it was now throwing off a haze of oil 
smoke. Again Redman found the chance offered 
him to establish a cushion. And he did just that. 
It was beginning to look as if his spell of bad luck 
was about to change. 

Just then, however, Unser found a chance to 
push inside Schuppan and as he did so the 
Jorgensen Lola scrabbled a little wide and both 
Oliver and Brown followed Al past Vern. A few 
turns later and Ongais also snapped by 
Schuppan. But the rest — Pilette, Lunger, Gethin 
and Jones — remained stuck behind the smokey 
Jorgensen Lola. This was good stuff! 

Soon Unser,. Oliver and Brown had broken clear 
of Schuppan and the others and were now closing 
slowly on Redman. Or maybe Redman was slow- 
ing down? Indeed his pace was dropping off and 
‘soon Unser and Oliver were drawing dangerously 
close. This seemed to be something more than a 
case of the leader taking it easy on his car. No, 
there was definitely something wrong. 

Yet even as that became apparent so too it 
seemed that second man Unser did not have a 
healthy machine beneath him. Before he could get 
close enough to challenge Redman, he started to 
drop back and on the seventh lap Oliver out- 
braked Unser and snatched second place. Two 
laps later the Shadow pulled upon the Boraxo 
Lola’s tail and swept through into the lead. 
Seconds later and Unser too passed Redman who 
crawled into the pits suspecting an electrical 


Warwick Brown heads for fourth place with the Bay Racing Lola T3852. 


he car s engime cover was removed and the 

: : ne engme. At ther urgmg 
the driver set off again. But it was hopeless. the 
white Lola could hardly climb some of the hills 
and Redman brought it back to the pits to retire. 
For the first time in 55 starts one of Franz Weis” 
engines had failed. Brian took his worst result of 
the year in a philosophical way, “I've seen these 
things happen before. You get long rums of good 
luck and then everything goes bad, I dont 
know. ...” 

Back on the long Elkhart straightaways Oliver 
and the Dodge-powered Shadow were flyme 
along. Al Unser’s suggestion about the Weisman 
diff had been dead right. There must have been 
some point where he regretted mentioning the 
idea for now Al was finding that he just couldnt 
catch Ollie. ‘I tried to catch him a couple of 
times,’’ Al said dejectedly, “but I was having to 
go in so deep I couldn't keep it on the road. I 
decided I might just as well slow down and finish 
second.” 

Unser was far enough clear of the others that he 
could afford to do that. Schuppan who had 
dropped as far back as sixth at one point now held 
third. Warwick lost his chance at the place when 
the leg brace which he sometimes wears to protect 
his old leg injuries, jammed itself against the 
front anti-roll bar so that he couldn’t get onto the 
brakes. Later he spun again. Jones was having an 
even wilder time. He had spun out of fifth place 
shortly after the restart, then worked his 
rentaLola back to the same position passmg 
Gethin, Pilette, Lunger and Schuppan only to 
spin again. Before the finish the points leader 
spun a third time, “‘One of them went on for hours 
on the grass. It felt like it was never going to stop 
and the guardrail kept getting closer and closer. ° 
Despite all these dramas Brown and Jones ended 


‘up fourth and fifth because others had even more 


serious troubles. 

Meanwhile the Shadow wound through its las 
laps, driver, car and engine carrying the day av 
last after a pair of near-misses. It was the kind of 
thing which everyone says is “‘Good for the 
series” and indeed it is. After all it was not only 
the first F5000 win for engine, car and driver, it 
was also the second successive race which a Lola 
has not won. One could even suspect that at long 
last the SCCA/USAC Formula 5000 Champion- 
ship has grown into an adult. 


Road America 
Elkhart Lake, Winconsin — July 25 
25 laps — 100 miles 
SCCA/USAC Formula 5000 Championship — round 4 
1, Jackie Oliver (Shadow-Shadow/Dodge DN6), 58m 29.27s. 
102.59mph; 
2, Al Unser (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet T332), 58m 34.07s; 
3, Vern Schuppan (Lola-AAR/Chevrolet 7332), 
4, Warwick Brown (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet 1332C); 
5, Alan Jones (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet T332C); 
6, Teddy Pilette (Lola-Morand/Chevrolet 1432); 
7, Bob Lazier (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet T330/2), 8, Tuck Thomas 
(Lola-Chaparral/Chevrolet T1332), 9, Peter Gethin (Lola-Moraad 


- Chevrolet 1430), 24 laps*; 10, Brett Lunger (Lola-McLaren 


Chevrolet T332), 24, etc. 
Fastest lap: Oliver, lap 15, 2m 02.761s, 117.30mph (record) 
Heat 1 (i 2 laps): 1, Unser, 25m 08.0s, 114.59mph; 2, Brian Redman 
Sess ale et tl Sead T332C), 3, Brown; 4, Pilette; 5, Don 
reidenback (March-Bartz/Chevrolet 73A/751), 6, Gethin. Fastest 
lap: Redman, lap 12, 2m 03.7 76s, 116.339mph. 
Heat 2 (12 laps): 1, Danny Ongais (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet 
7332C), 25m 13.7s, 114.16mph; 2, Schuppan; 3, Jones; 4, Lunger, 
5, Randy Lewis (Lola-McLaren/Chevrolet 1330/2), 6, Lazier. Fastest 
lap: Ongais, lap 7, 2m 04.924s, 115.270mph. 


+ 


SILVERS IT UINE 


A Maserati festival 


Neil Corner won the Mike Hawthorn 
Memorial Trophy Race for Historic Racing 
cars for the fifth time at Silverstone last 
Saturday. Watched by a large crowd in ideal 
conditions, Corner led throughout the 15 lap 
race in his immaculate Maserati 250F. It 
was good to see Peter Morley taking first 
place again, in the Boulogne Trophy race, 
with the fearsome 24-litre Bentley Napier 
and also particularly noteworthy were the 
performances of Bill Morris (ERA 
“‘Romulus”’) and Simon Phillips (Cooper- 
Bristol). The Vintage SCC ably organised 
the splendid 10 race programme as well as 
accommodating a particularly interesting 
parade of famous Maseratis to celebrate the 
marque’s 50th birthday. 


A typically spirited drive enabled Corner to 
build up a reasonably comfortable lead from the 
start of the Hawthorn Trophy Race, driving 250F 
chassis no. 2528. Phillips’ ex-Bob Gerard Cooper- 
Bristol gave initial chase harried by Hon. Patrick 
Lindsay’s 250F (2527), with the ex-Ireland/Corner 
Maserati slipping by Phillips shortly before half- 
distance. Undeterred Phillips renewed his attack 
on second lee in the closing laps and, by dint of 
determined cornering in true Hawthorn style, 
only just failed (by 0.4s) to usurp the Maserati. 

Phillips won the Robert Ashley Memorial 
“Group 2” Trophy for the third successive year. 
Probably the most enthralling battle of the da 
came in fourth place when Frank Lockhart’s 
3-litre Rover Special, with de Dion rear end, 
caught Alan Cottam’s fuel-injected Connaught 
ALI10 (the last of the A-types) at half distance. 
From then on they enjoyed a superb scrap which 
saw the cars side-by-side at Woodcote and Copse 
on many occasions before Cottam pulled alehay 
clear on the penultimate lap. Bill Morris drove 
Miss Narisa Chakrabongse’s ERA “Romulus” 
exceedingly well to take sixth place, although 
within a couple of laps he may have succumbed to 
Cameron Millar’s blue 250F (2516) which crawled 
off the line and spent the rest of the race regaining 
places. 

The single ohc, straight 9 Grand Prix Bugatti 
Type 35Bs of Bernard Kain and Neil Corner 
snatched the lead at the start of the 10 lap 
Boulogne Trophy Race for Vintage Racing cars, 
with Corner’s very original 35B — the last one 
built, with which Williams won the first Monaco 
GP— eo lead for one lap before retiring to 
the pits lacking of top-end power. Behind Kain 
was the most hair-raising gaggle comprising 
Keith Schellenberg’s Barnato Hassan Special 
{currently using a “cooking” 8-litre Bentley 
engine), Ron Footitt’s 2-litre AC-engined GN (the 
CoGNac Special) and Peter Morley’s 24,000cc 
Napier Lion-engined Bentley, for which Morley 
iad borrowed some more suitable, larger rear 


‘ex-Seaman ERA (which le 


wheels. On the first lap, Morley and Schellenberg 
took Woodcote side-by-side and all crossed up, so 
much so that the wheels of their massive Bentleys 
nearly became interlocked. This followed with 
Footitt crawling all over the Barnato Hassan in 
the bends while the Brooklands Bentley pulled 
away on the straights. Not to be outdone, Morley 
rumbled past them both at half-distance with 
Footitt’s AC engine literally disintegrating in 
pieces on Club straight as it tried to keep up. Still 
on lap 5, Schellenberg tried a_ spectacular 
manoeuvre to displace the Bentley Napier on the 
inside of Woodcote which very nearly saw the 
Barnato Hassan go off into the inside wall. He 
then dropped back with fading brakes, leaving 
Morley to draw in Kain’s Bugatti for. three 
thrilling final laps but the VSCC President had to 
concede first place on the penultimate lap, 
although he gave vain chase to the finish; 
Morley’s fastest lap was over 5s outside his lap 
record. 

Harvey Hine drove his Bentley 4} litre (which 
uses a 3-litre chassis) with greater determination 
to take a very competitive third place, some 
distance ahead of a more subdued Schellenberg. 
The leading 1100cc class car, Neville Farquhar’s 
ex-Freddy Dixon Brooklands Riley, finished a 
comfortable sixth behind John Nutter’s big four- 
seater 8-litre Bentley which needed all the road 
and more to corner! ; 

An unfortunate non-starter for the 8-lap Pre- 
War Alcomers racing car race was Ben Morris 
driving ERA “Hanuman II” which suffered 
piston failure in practice. The other two ERAs 
from the White Mouse Stable, ‘‘“Romulus” and 
“Remus” were thus left to dispute the lead with 
Bill Morris in ‘‘Romulus” and Pat Lindsay in 
“Remus” having a tremendous side-by-side 
tussle, joined in the early laps by Patrick Marsh’s 
for most of the first 
lap).. ‘‘Romulus” appeared to be faster in a 
straight line and after four glorious laps,. Morris 
drew away from Lindsay although a mere 2s 
separated them at the flag. After a great 
start, Marsh dropped back having cooked a plug 
and had to be content with fifth while an expected 
challenge from David Barber’s ex-Newsome SS 
Jaguar 100 ended on the first lap when its clutch 
collapsed. Making it an ERA 1-2-3 was Chris 


’ Mann driving the ex-Peter Waller R9B, Mann 


having got the better of Geoffrey St John’s twin 


ohc Bugatti T51. Dan Margulies’ 16 valve ~ 


Maserati 4CLT with two-stage blower made a last 
lap attempt to displace St. John for fourth, but at 
the finish they were split by Marsh’s ailing ERA 
while Martin Dean’s 1982 Bugatti Type 51 
dropped back from the front of this quartet with 
oiled up plugs. Schellenberg’s Barnato Hassan 
was involved in another splendid contest, this 
time with Dudley Gahagan’s ERA, until the 
Bentley got too hot and stopped. 

The Melville and Geoghegan Trophies race for 
vintage sports cars produced a tremendous finish 


Quite a spectacle! — the battle for fourth place between Frank Lockhart (Rover Special) and Alan 


Cottam (Connaught) during the Robert Ashley Memorial Trophy. 


seven laps, but Harvey Hime’s Bentley 45 
stormed through the field to finish hard on the tail 
of Smith who rightly recaptured the “Chains” 
Geoghegan Trophy for Frazer Nash — the first 
time since 1968 — and won the APG Driver of 
Day Award. Alexander Boswell, drivmg Sam 
Clutton’s Bugatti Type 43, tried to match Hines 

ace but eventually made do with fourth overall. 

ehind Neville Farquhar’s smoking Riley 
Brooklands. 

Chris Mann’s delectable 1932 twin ohe straight 
8 Alfa Romeo Monza (ex-Scuderia Ferrari) had 
two great races. In the Fox and Nicholl Trophy 
race, an 8 lap handicap for large-engined sports 
cars, he made up a vast deficit to finish third. 
almost takin hitehouse’s 4.5 litre Bentley 
while Victor Gauntlett had completely fooled the 
handicappers with the ex-Russ Turner blown 
Bentley 4.25 to stride away in first place 
However, Mann’s Alfa, with which Dobson set 
the Phoenix Park outright lap record in 1948, won 
the opening 5 lap scratch race with ease and 
thereby took the Bill Phillips Trophy for the first 
standard bodied PVT sports car. Simon Phillips” 
Ihd BMW 328 was a distant second, pursued by 
Gauntlett’s Bentley and Dunham's Alvis i 
while a handicap award for the best of the ten 
BMWs went to Mike Campbell’s 328. 

The best of the three 5-lap handicaps was the 
final one in which Simon Phillips, back in the 
Cooper-Bristol, drove superbly from scratch mark 
to take the lead from Jonathan Abson’s 
bored out Lagonda Rapier at Woodcote on the 
last lap. Alan Cottam’s Connaught A-type and 
Peter Mann in ERA R9QB, also made excellent 
progress to take third and fourth places. One of 
the handicaps included Light Car and Edwardian 
awards, with the former going to John Blake's 
1927 Amilcar despite a 5s penalty for starting on 
the wrong handicap. The Amilcar’s most famous 
rival, a Salmson seemed likely to overcome Blake 
but the 1926 version driven by Ian Maxwell 
petered out after setting fastest lap. Adrian 
Liddell’s 4 litre ohe 1918 Straker Squire easi 
outpaced its two rivals for the Edwardian aw 
with Kenneth Neve’s famous 1914 TT Humber 
narrowly defeating Michael Ware in Lord 
Montagu’s 1912 side-valve Coupe de |l’Aute 
Sunbeam. Liddell’s fastest lap of 1m 31.6s was 
still over 3s outside the record set by Jack Sears 
in a1914 TT Sunbeam in 1954. The overall verdict 
went to Firth’s 4} litre Lagonda quite 
comfortably, despite emitting vast clouds of 


smoke at Woodcote, and Peter Binns’ Riley 9 


walked away with the other 5-lap handicap. The 
programme was completed by a 5 lap sports car 
scratch race, in which Malyan’s 1922/8 Meadows 
GN led from start to finish and Mrs. Nickalls 
drove with great enthusiasm in a Lagonda Rapier 
to finish a close second. 


-ROBERT FEARNALL 


Hawthorn Memorial Trophy for Historic Racing Cars (15 ops 
1, Neil Corner (2.5 Maserati 250F), 17m 05.8s, 84.65mph; 2, 
Patrick Lindsay (2.5 Maserati 250F), 17m 12.8s; 3, Simon Phillips 
(2.0 Cooper-Bristol), 17m 13.2s; 4, Alan Cottam (2.0 Connaught A- 
type), 17m 37.2s; 5, Frank Lockhart (3.0 Rover Special), 17m 38.0s: 
6, Bill Morris (1.5 ERA s/c), 17m 59.8s. Fastest Lap: Corner, 67-0s. 
86.40mph. Robert Ashley Memorial Trophy winner: Philips. 
84.04mph. ; 

Boulogne Trophy for Vintage Racing Cars (10 laps): 1, Peter 
Morely (24.0 Bentley Napier), 12m 42.0s, 75.47mph; 2, bernard 
Kain (2.3 Bugatti 35B s/c), 12m 48.0s; 3, Harvey Hine (4.4 Bentley). 
13m 04.6s; 4, Keith Schellenberg (8.0 Barnato Hassan Special) 
13m 27.0s. Fastest Lap: Morley, 1m 14.8s, 77.39mph. Class 
winners: Morley and Neville Farquhar (1.1 Riley Brooklands). 
65.7 2mph. 

Pre-War Racing Cars (8 laps): 1, Bill Morris Ge ERA s/c), 9m 
38.85, 80.01mph; 2, Hon. Patrick Lindsay (1.5 ERA s/c), 9m 41.05; 
3, Chris Mann (1.5 ERA s/c), 9m 55.8s; 4, Geoffrey St. John (23 
Bugatti T51), 10m 00.8s. Fastest Lap: Morris and Lindsay, Im 
11.2s, 81.30mph. 

Fox & Nicholl Trophy Handicap for Sports cars (8 laps): 1, Victer 
Gauntlett 4.3 Bentley s/c), 1lm 19.2s, 71.33mph; 2,R H 
Whitehouse (4.5 Bentley), 11m 39.0s; 3, Chris Mann 6 Affe 
Romeo s/c), 11m 41.4s; 4, David Llewellyn (4.4 Bentley), 1lm 43.65. 
Fastest Lap: Mann, 1m 16.4s, 75.77mph. 

Metville & Geoghegan Trophies Handicap for Vintage Sports cars 
(7 laps): 1, Dick Smith (1.5 Frazer Nash), 10m 10.6s, 66.36mph- 
2, Harvey Hine (4.4 Bentley), 10m 12.0s; 3, Neville Farquhar G. 
Riley Brooklands), 10m 22.4s; 4, Alexander Boswell (2.3 Bugatti 43 
s/c), 10m 37.6s. Fastest Lap: Hine, 1m 19.0s, 73.28mph. Class 
winners: Smith and Hine. 

Sports Cars laps): 1, Chris Mann (2.6 Alfa Romeo s/c), 6m 312s. 
73.99mph; 2, Simon Phillips (2.0 BMW 328), 6m 572s; 3. Victor 
Gauntlett (4.3 Bentley s/c), 6m 58.4s. Fastest lap: Mann, Im 166s. 
75.57mph. Bill Phillips Trophy to first standard bodied PTV 
care Mem, BMW Handicap award: M. Campbell (2.0 BMW 3281. 
—42s. 


Sports Cars 6 fee 1, J. L. Malyan (1.5 Meadows GN), 7m 37 8s. 
63.22mph; 2, Mrs Nickalls (1.2 fay Rapier), 7m 41.0s; 3, Cink 
gunkere ALS 8 Alvis), 7m 42.6s. Fastest lap: Malyan, lm 288s. 

.19mph. 

Handicap (5 laps): 1,R. F. Firth (45 Lagonda), 9m 066s 
63.39mph; 2, Eric Poynter (1.5 Lea Francis), 11.0s: 3,D. J 
Newman (1.1 Riley), 9m 14.8s. Fastest lap: Feth, Im 27 4s 
66.54mph. Edwardian Award: Adrian Liddell (4.0 Straker Squire) 
60.78mph. Special Light Car Award: John ke (1.1 Amsicar) 


50.41mph. 

Handicap (5 la 1, Peter Binns (1.1 Riley 9) Sm 264s. 
57.16mph; 2. B. R. nt 3.6 Alvss), 8m 432s: 3.R © Freth #5 
L ), 8m 432s. Fastest lap: Julian Ghosh 42 Vauxhall 3098) 
im 246s. 68 43mph. 


lapsk 1. Semon Philips 2.0 Cooper-Srisih 7m 
a se (nae 
OSs. 3 Aan 20 Commauett A-tyrek 
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Second place man Brancatelli leads Spellerberg and Hayje. 


Andersson’s revenge 


Conny Andersson gained ample revenge 
over Riccardo Patrese in his quest to win the 
European F93 series by taking the seventh 
round of the championship at the French 
Croix-en-Ternois circuit last Sunday. 

Andersson won his heat and led the final . 
from flag to flag in his Speedprint March- 
Toyota. Backing him up all the way was his 
Italian team-mate Gianfranco Brancatelli. 
He too had won his heat. 

As for Patrese, he’d had gearbox prob- 
lems in practice with his Chevron but he 
came through to finish third overall, having 
encountered opposition from  Britain’s 
Rupert Keegan (in his BAF Chevron), 
Bartram Schafer (Ralt-BMW) and_ the 
impressive Dane, Henrik Spelerberg (GRD) 
on the way. ; 

Keegan was to suffer gearbox problems in 
the final ‘and he dropped back out of the 
reckoning. However, very much in conten- 
tion, especially during practice, was French- 
man Jean-Louis Schlesser who, having hired 


a works Modus for the occasion, led his heat © 


before spinning and then came through 
from a lowly grid placing to finish 6th in the 
final. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Situated in beautiful French countryside and 
about 60 miles to the south-east of Calais, lies the 
Croix-en-Ternois circuit near Arras. On arriving 
at the circuit one finds a surprisingly short track, 
in fact no longer than 1.18 miles. Rather Micky 
Mouse in layout, it is hard to believe that the FIA 
grants such a place a race counting towards one of 
their satetioned European championships. It 
rather resembles a karting track than a circuit for 
car-racing. — 

Thirty-one drivers made their way to Croix-en- 
Ternois, most of them being regular European 
contenders. All of them, apart from Rudi Doetsch, 


took part in the practice sessions which were. 


followed by two 20-lap-heats in the morning and 
they would decide grid-positions for the 35-lap- 
final in the afternoon. 

Since only 16 cars are allowed onto the track at 
the same time, the eight fastest runners from each 
heat were to make up the final, with one reserve 
from each one standin 

sitions were to decide who went into which 

eat. The odds into the first and the evens into 
the second. 

Surprising everybody was Jean-Louis 
Schlesser, who had hired Willi Siller’s works 
Modus M1 and put this on pole position at 54.4s. 
There was some suspicion as to the Frenchman’s 
time, but the qualifying heat was to prove his 

. Modus designer Jo Marquart was on hand, 

ing returned from a holiday in his native 

Switzerland. He smilingly pointed out the trick 
ley in the car’s new rear suspension. - 

German Ralt-BMW driver Bertram Schafer put 
up second fastest time at 54.7s, now back in his 
own car after Brands. His BMW motor is now 
eenered by Heidegger who were asked by the 
works to cure the headgasket-problems that have 
been phguime this engime recently. 


by. Alternate practice’ 


F3 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
. ARRAS 


Speedprintmen Gianfranco Brancatelli and 


pr 
~ Conny Anideinin were third (54.7s) and fourth 


(54.8s) quickest. The Swede however was not very 
happy about his position. Dutch ace Boy Hayje 
followed them in his Ralt, complaining that his 
car was quickly switching from over to under- 
steer. He lapped at 55s dead. : 

Next up was Britain’s main representative 
panes Keegan, equalling Hayje’s time in his 
BAF Chevron. One of Rupert’s engines was re- 
built during the week after the Brands Hatch 
dramas although in unofficial practice it refused 
to run cleanly and Gianni Pedrazzani was called in 
to sort it out which he did. No real chassis prob- 
lems were experienced by Keegan with the 
Chevron. 

He in turn was followed by the Danish pair of 
Henrik Spellerberg (updated GRD 374- 
Nova/Ford) and. promising F3 newcomer 


Thorkild Thyrring (Ralt-Toyota) at 55.1s and' 


55.2s respectively. Jnyanne has two years of 
Scandinavian Formula Ford experience behind 
him and this was only his third F3 race of the 


year. 
On 55.5s were Fernando Spreafico in_his 
Chevron-Toyota and Jac Nelleman in his GRD 


876-Toyota. Four Swedes were hot on their heels: - 


Bo Hagberg (March 753-Toyota: 55.6s), Ulf 
Svensson (Ralt-Toyota: 55.7s), Hakan Alriksson 
(Ralt-Toyota: 55.7s) and Clas Sigurdsson (Ralt- 


Toyota: 558s) although “Uncle” Ulf had a: 


troubled practice. 

In the first session a camshaft broke while 
towards the end of the unofficial Sunday morning 
warm-up session, a driveshaft-joint followed suit. 
Consequently he was prevented from starting, 
but he smiled philosophically and said he was 
already preparing his car for the next race. Only 
1/10 of a second slower than Sigurdsson came 
young German Manfred Leppke in his rather 
primitive looking Maco Toyota 376. Not a bad 
effort at all, taking into consideration the sort of 
car it is. All others lapped at over 56.0s, among 
them former F2 driver Lamberto Leoni (March 
763-Toyota: 56.0s). Two really rapid campaigners 
however had considerable trouble during practice 
and consequently were way back. Newly crowned 
Swedish champion Conny Ljungfeldt whose 
engine wouldn’t pull more than 5000 revs in the 
first session because of dirt in the fuel-system. 
Then in the second he he couldn't get the 
complicated Viking to handle satisfactorily 
although he did improve. After the unofficial 
Sunday morning session, the Scandinavian 
despairingly decided it was no use starting and 
quit the grid. 

Championship leader Riccardo Patrese- broke 
8rd gear on the very first lap of practice. After the 
gearbox was rebuilt the car was ready for the 
second session which allowed the Italian to 
qualify,-although he was way back on the grid. In 
fact: almost everybody was slower in the second 
session: There was so much oil and cement on the 
track that some people didn’t bother to go out at 
all as it was almost impossible to get the tyres to 
stip: Consequently there were lots of spins. 

As far as tyres were concerned, pole-position 
man Schlesser set his time on Goodyear G54s 
which was remarkable. Andersson tried a 
combination of three G53s and one G54 (right 
front) for the second session. This, however, was 
inconclusive as a result of the track conditions 


7 


Hayje. It stayed that way unt 


Schafer, the latter having dispensed with 


am hough on racecay things (ac Igri rssson 
ably well, at least for the qualiifymeests m the 
morning that is. 


HEAT ONE 


From his pole position, it was Schlesser who led 
away at the start of the first heat chased by 
Brancatelli and Hayje. For a dozen laps, the 
Frenchman (who proved an also-ran in Su 
Renault last season) kept the Modus in front but 
he suffered a race leader’s nightmare in arrivin, 
first on the scene where a backmarker ha 
dropped some oil. Schlesser spun down to 6th 
whick: is where he finished. 

This allowed Brancatelli to cruise home ahead 
of Spellerberg who was revelling in the kart-like 
track (“it reminds me of my karting days”) and 
had passed Hayje, leaving the Dutchman to fend 
off concerted attacks from Leoni. 

British interest in this heat centred around 
Barrie Maskell who was racing a brand new Mk14 
Dastle (with Mk10 bodywork) but the car was 
really too new and didn’t make the required first 
eight which went forward to the final. 


HEAT TWO 


The second heat was a little more entertaining 
than the first. Andersson made a good start, 
made to look better by Schafer’s failure to get the 
BMW engine to pull cleanly away from low revs. 
Up into second spot went Keegan while Patrese 
started his qc progress up through the 
field, lymg 7th by lap 2. He closed in on Schafer, 
passing the German on lap 9 and then setting off 
after Keegan. The Englishman obliged by spinn- 
ing while under pressure from the Italian who 
eventually finished some 10s behind his arch 
championship rival Andersson. a 


FINAL 


Once again it was Andersson who got the best 
start and once again Schafer blew his. Mind you, 
he was lucky that his pit crew noticed a slowly 
deflating tyre as the car was on the grid. The 
replacement tyre, admittedly an old one, was to 
contribute towards a handling deficiency during 
the race itself. Schlesser was also in trouble just 
before the start, having to have the clutch bled 
free of air. : 

So it was Andersson leading at the end of lap 1 
chased by Brancatelli, se ghee Keegan and 

t lap 3 when 
Patrese passed both Hayje and Keegan but a lap 
later, Rupert had retaken his Zolder rival. After 
another P: Patrese found himself demoted by 
the BAF driver but it was not to last for the 
Italian soon scrabbled past again, this time going 
by the impressive Spellerberg as well. © 

Up front the Speedprint Marches were running 
a race of their own, although Patrese was now 
after them. The Chevron closed in at one stage, 
but the Marches answered by easing clear again 
and that’s howthe order stayed until the finish. 

It was also the same for Spaletre and 

ayje 
on lap 10. Keegan struggled to find a rapidly 
vanishing 3rd gear, spun around mid-dist ance and 
dropped away from the leading bunch while in 
contrast, Schlesser worked his way up jt, until he 
met Hayje, that is. 

It was all down to the penultimate lap when 
Jean-Louis made his move, trying to pass the 
Dutchman on the outside of one of the circuit’s 
many tight corners. It succeeded too but Hayje 
cannoned into and over the Modus’s rear wheel at 
the next corner, forcing both cars off the track. 
They both continu with Hayje having, 
reclaimed the advantage but Schlesser wasn’t 
done yet and on the next lap (the last), he did the 


Ralt, this timefor keeps. | 
HUBERT WINCKERS 


Croix-en-Ternois 
Arras, France — July 25 
35 laps — 41.30 miles 
European Formula 3 Championship — round 7 ; 

1, Conny Andersson (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 32m 18.7s, no 
speed given; 
a \ adi alta Brancatelli (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 32m 

7S; : 
3, Riccardo Patrese (Chevron-Novamotor/Toyota B34), 32m 23.1s; 
4, Henrik yatta ral 374/6), 32m 39:7s; 
5, Bertram Schafer (Ralt-Heldegger/BMW RT1), 32m 45.4s; 
6, Jean-Louis Schlesser (Modus-Novamotor/Toyota M1), 32m 58.1s; 

7, Boy Hayje (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 32m 586s; 8, 
Fernando Spreafico (Chevron-Novamotor/Toyota B34), 32m 59.5s; 
9, Clas Sigurdsson (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 33m 00.2s; 10, 
Thorkild hyrring ( alt-Novamotor/Toyota Rt1), 33m 00.9s; 11, 
Rupert Keegan (Chevron-Novamotor/Toyota B34), 33m 03.15; 12, 
Bo Hagberg (March-Novamotor/Toyota 753), 34 laps; 13, Ole 
Vejlund (Ralt-Novamotor/Ford RT1), 34; 14, Lamberto Leoni (March- 
Novamotor/Toyota 763), 30 laps. 

Fastest lap: Andersson, 54.3s, no speed given (new circuit 


record). 
Heat 1 (20 laps): 1, Brancatelli, 18m 44.1s: no speed given; 2, 
Spellerberg, 18m 46.7s; 3, Hayje, 18m 47.6s; 4, Leoni, 18m 480s: 


- 5, Sigurdsson, 18m 49.7s; 6, Schlesser, 18m 55.4s, etc. Fastest fap: 


Hayje, 55.0s, no speed given. 

Heat 2 (20 laps): 1, Andersson, 18m 32.5s; 2, Patrese. 1m 412s 3. 
Schafer, 18m 428s: 4, Keegan, 18m 48.5<¢ 5. T™> Se 51. 0s- 
6, Haberg. 18m 55.0s et Fastest lan Schaer 7 soeec 
ove 
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Now Coleman to drive the 
Stratos in Ulster Rally? 


As work progresses on rejuvenatin 
the old Stratos which the Chequer 


Flag have bought, we hear that 
entries for its forthcoming appear- 


ances have been put in hand. Per 
Inge Walfridsson will be at the wheel 
on the Manx, but perhaps the most 
interesting news is that Billy 
Coleman is scheduled to drive the car 
on September 3/4 on the Motor RAC 
championship Ulster Rally. Graham 
Warner has for sometime been 


greatly impressed by Billy’s abilities 
— both to win rallies in Ireland and 


Fortunes on the Arkell: Graham 


Elsmore (above) — a sensible drive 
upset by that ford (see page 10). 
vy 13? 


aurie Richards (below) luc 


loos 


Followmg their win on the Lancia 
Pointer Rally, 
opened up a 21pts lead in the Esso 
Uniflo TRDA Gold Star Rally 
Championship. 


Simpson, in his RS1600, has a 
total of 82pts from the six events he 
has scored in and there are five more 
events to count before the series 
endsin November. 

Second place — he has finished 
second on three occasions — is Frank 


Pegg for RAC 


Simpsons set for title 


Geoff Simpson has © 


to look after his cars while doing so. 
This deal has been in the saa for 
nearly a year now, and it cannot have 
escaped Mr Warner’s notice that 
Billy is worth an incredible amount 
of publicity in Ireland — such is the 
adulation to which he (and therefore 
the cars he drives) is subjected. The 
entry looks like being a certainty 
providing that the car is suitably 


, prepared and we gather that the deal 


was finally concluded in Donegal 
when Billy was somewhat less than 


- happy with his rally arrangements. 


Cowan stirs it up 


As was reported some weeks ago in 
these columns, Ford Australia has 
announced its return to motor sport 
by combining with Ford of Europeto 
bring out a pair of Boreham-pre- 
pared Escorts RS1800s for Roger 
Clark/Jim Porter and Timo 
-Makinen/Henry Liddon. These will 
be the Moroccan Rally cars. 

There are also indications of other 
European participation. One of the 
reasons for the revival of interest 
could be the inruads made by Japan 
in the Australian car market which, 
probably more than coincidentally, 
has been in line with Japanese 


Southern Cross domination, thanks. 


in considerable part of Andrew 
Cowan (again!) with Mitsubishi. 


We hear that South African co- 
driver Stuart Pegg, who won the 
Total Rally last year with Roger 
Clark and who finished second with 
him this year, is to co-drive the great 
man again shortly ... on the 
Lombard RAC. (Jim Porter is, of 
course, organising as usual). 


Pierson, also m an Escort, who has 
6lpts. He has only scored on five 
events. 

Third, with 54pts is Steve Reed 
(Escort), and John Eaton, who is 
fourth with 52pts, leads the best new- 
comer’s list. Last year’s runner-w 
Randolph Whittall-Williams is fift 
with 38pts and in sixth place is Jon 


‘Lloyd who has 38pts from four out- 


ings with his Imp. He leads his clas 
by a substantial margin. 


Chagrin for Paul Faulkner, and probably the end to championship hopes, 


following a dousing in the Miserden ford. 


“Government 
help” for rallying? 


The question of the punitive in- 
creases in the Forestry Commission 
charges-per-mile was raised during 
last week’s House of Commons 
Lobby by John Davenport, repre- 
sat the RAC. Davenport re- 
minded Mr Hector Monro, the Oppo- 
sition Spokesman on Sport, that in 
1965 the Government expressed its 
concern about the control of rallying, 
and the RAC co-operated by encour- 
aging rally Or eaiuners to get the 
sport offthe public roads. 

“The Forestry Commission are 
now making this extremely difficult 
for the organisers”, said Davenport, 
“the ultimate effect of the increased 
charges will be to discourage young 
people from taking part in rallying in 
its pecan form, and to force them 
back on to public roads. This is some- 
thing nobody wants.” 

Mr Munro agreed that “the conse- 
quences of increases of 270 per cent 
-in 14 months were obvious and 
catastrophic, and pledged himself to 
taking up the matter with Mr John 
Mackay of the Forestry Commis- 
sion. ‘‘For nearly 20 years,” said Mr 
Munro, “Britain has dominated 
motorsport throughout the world, 
and it is time it had help from: 

Government and Government 


bodies.’ 


Entries closed 


Closing date for Burmah entries was 
Monday last, and leading the list are 
Russell Brookes, the Ford works 
team, Tony Fowkes, Tony 
Drummond, Andy Dawson, Billy 
Coleman and Paul Faulkner. Being a 
Castrol round as well as a Motor 
RAC championship event, there are 
several Castrol runners present, in- 
cluding the very on-form David 
Stokes, as well as Malcolm Wilson 
and Terry Kaby. 


@ Shock news from Yorkshire. . . the 
Lord, (Professor Fate?!) accom- 
panied again by the “‘Devil’’ will be 
terrorising the Lake District in 
September on their fearsome Elgam 
Organ.... 


Arkell aftermath 


After the Arkell Rally, round six of 
the series, the points scored by 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT runners are as 
follows: 


Drivers overall: David Stokes 74; Tony 
Drummond 52; Richard lliffe 49; George Hill 48; 
Graham Elsmore 46; Paul Faulkner 37; Andy 
Dawson 31; Mike Rawson 30; Dai Roderick 29;, 
Reg Mullenger and Colin Malkin 27. 

-drivers overall: Bill Andrews 63; Phil Short 
52; Peter Valentine 48; Stuart Harrold 46; Monty 
Peters 37; Tony McMahon 32; Chris Gray 26; John’ 
Foden 24; Roger Evans 23; John Brown and Colin 
Francis 19. ; 

Group One drivers: Henry Inurrieta 55; David 
Hardcastle 54; Chris Field 51; Chris Lord 45; 
Bernard Banning 36; Chris Daisy 33; Robin Eyre 
Maunsell 29; Terry Kaby 27; Steve Smith 18; Keith 
Purseglove 16. 

Group One co-drivers: Martin Whale 55; Keith 
Read 51; Kathy Russek 39; Neil Wilson 29; Rob 
Parrott 27; Brian Rainbow 19; Alan Biggin 18; 
Mike Knutton 16; Dave Richards and Stuart 
Suckling 15. 

Huxtford Liberated Ladies Championshi 

Drivers: 1, J. Robinson, 29; 2, J. Neate, 27; 3, S.: 
Lawson, 21. 

Co-drivers: 1, P. Gullick, 26; 2, K. Russek, 24; 
3, C. Foster, 15. 

Class A (Group One up to 1600co): 1, C. Field, 
29; 2, C. Daisy, 19; 3, B. Banning, 17. 

Class B (Group One over 1600cc): 1,H. 
Inurrieta, 18; 2, D. Hardcastle, 18; 3, Lord, 18. 

Class C (Group Two to Five up to 1300cc): 1, J. 
Midgley, 28; 2, J. Crosse, 19; 3= M. Oxborrow, M. 
eee biG Two to Five 1300-1600cc): 1 = F 

ass D(Group Twoto Five 1 1=F. 
Henderson, G. Pismore.9: 3, D. Robbins, 7. 

Class E (Group Two to Fve over 1600ccr 1. D 

Stokes, 18: 2= A Dawson. G Gismore S 


Mixed 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


reception... 


With a well judged win on the Arkell 
last weekend, David Stokes has 
dramatically increased his lead in the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship. 
The Stokes Escort now looks re- 
markably smart after its re-shelling 
job (the body is an ex-Nigel Rockey 
example) and the team now know for 
the first time exactly what is fitted 
to their car, having painstakingly 
rebuilt it! Several new parts were 
incorported ~in- the build and a 
reliable run was the consequence — 
the final stage of the rally providin 
the principal drama when Davi 
started the stage with only a few 
scant seconds separating him from 
Tony Drummond. In setting a fast 
time here (the last run through the 
Park), the new “REV” was involved 
in a fifth gear exclursion that encom- 
passed some wild circus antics from 
which Stokes was perhaps fortunate 
to emerge. He has, however, un- 
doubtedly done himself a world o 
good by winning the Arkell and the 
sponsors must be very happy that he 
has kept it all ‘in the family’. With 
Castrol situated at Swindon, Avon 
Tyres at Melksham and the rally a 
Castrol promotion, his victory could 
hardly have been more popular. 

The Arkell itself seems to have 
been received with mixed feelings by 
competitors but the concept of the 
event must be on the right lines; and 
if the autumn forest horror charges 
become a reality, then this sort of 
event must become more the norm, 
rather than the exception to the rally 
format. Everyone knows how 
difficult it is to find good rally stages 
which don’t cost a small fortune to 
run. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that 
such obstacles as fords are still 
included in rallies of such stature as 
the Arkell. They are the bane of com- 
petitors, and hardly make the most 
spectacular viewing for _ rally 
enthusiasts. The results of an 
inclusion of a ford in a stage often 
turns the results of the rally, as one 
competitor put it, ‘into a lottery,” 
and it very often makes no difference 
how efficiently one prepares the car’s 
electrics and induction against the 
effects of this magnitude of water. In 
the case of the ford in the Miserden 


.stage, there was more than a little 


controversy involved; and it has 
been strongly rumoured that 
following what some watcher (or 


‘watchers) felt was an unspectacular 


morning run through the water, the 
ford was dammed to provide them 


-with more excitement in the after- 


noon. This extraordmary state of 
affairs accounted for the fortunes of 
many, including Terry Kaby, who 
had for the first time been going 
really well in the Dolomite, and for 
Paul Faulkner, who was in con- 
tention for the lead. These two 
drivers were only a couple of unfor- 
the crowd. 


Sunday night. 


valuable stage miles, but if the 
inclusion of these ‘obstacle courses” 
pre-supposes the demise of random 
competitors with its detriment effect 
on the rally, then perhaps it may be 
worthwhile. As it was, the Arkell 
provides its sponsors with a very 
satisfactory promotional platform, 
and perhaps fell only a little short in 
the second of its twin goals — 
namely that of providing com- 
petitors with a genuinely tough and 
varied event. Certainly a rally which 
boasts 51 stage miles within a total 
road mileage of only just over 70 
must be good news as we approach 
the era-of the 40p forestry stage 


tnile. ei ; 

Chris Field in the Coventry 
Evening Telegraph Avenger had 
another excellent run to win G1 and 
close-up with the leaders of this very 
competitive section of the cham- 
pionship, Henry Inurrieta (RS2000) 
and David Hardcastle (Capri). A new 
recruit to these competitive ranks is 
Steve Smith in the Bonds of Pock- 
lington RS2000. This very smart car 
with its American General Tires 
(made in Portugal!) has been steadily 
ones uicker (2nd in G1 on the 

im C ray and on the Arkell he was 
second again and 10th overall. 

Another good run too from 
Malcolm Wilson who has _ been 
plagued with troubles throughout 
this year. He had graduated to third 
overall before mechanical failure 
intervened and suspected clutch 


number 
" ar 


sit 


plate etcinto the bargain. 


Happy and popular victors — David Stokes (left and Bill Andrews last 


failure sidelined him once again. The 
Peter Russek runners certainly had a 


day of mixed fortunes. ... 


Prospects 


The Castrol championship is really 
hotting up now, for although David 
Stokes has a seemingly commanding 
lead, the four rounds to come include 
two RAC clashes and are all-forestry 
type events. With Tony Drummond 
now committed to competing on all 
the remaining rounds; he must be a 
favourite to score well in events like 
the Burmah and the Castrol ’76 
against the stiffer opposition of RAC 
runners. 

It is certainly going to be very 
close; for while David Stokes must 
drop his two lowest scores, Tony 
Drummond, on the other hand, needs 
total reliability to win the series 
(rather like Tony Fowkes required 
last year) and there are also three 
others who could still take the cham- 
pionship. Stokes will be hard pressed 
to compete with Drummond in Scot- 
land and Yorkshire, while Graham 
Elsmore, should he get his new car 
properly ready, might just provide 
some surprises. The odds, however, 
seem to favour Drummond who 
seems to have really got to grips 
with his RS1800 now, and we are 
thus set for a photo-finish on the 
Castrol ’76. 


‘Ouch! Terry Kaby examines a particularly nasty section of SS 10 losing 


Heatway reflections 


Andrew Cowan, aided and abetted 
oy New Zealander Jim Scott, carried 
c¢) 


the Radio New Zealand Heatway 
Rally two weeks ago in no uncertain 
fashion in a 
Avenger 1800, reaching the Dunedin 
finish line more than 16 minutes 
clear of the RS1800 of Blair 
Robson/Chris Porter which was 


some 48 minutes in front of the third. 
placed similar. mount of Jim Donald/ 


evin Lancaster. 

At the outset Cowan declared he 
was running the works Todd Motors- 
entered Avenger for a class win. 
‘Before the rally-I thought that with 
a bit of luck we might get into the 
first five.’ he ead. However, the 
field ran into snow and ice in the first 
division on the first night. ‘‘When we 
reached all the snow, 
is my chance. If I go as fast as I can 
we might do better.” 

And that was how it went. At the 
end of the first division in Dunedin, 
Cowan was in front, leading an 
already heavily depleted field. Of the 
98 starters, only 67 fronted up for 
the start of the second division. He 
started the second night with a five 
minute lead over the Rob Gerard/ 
John Stuthridge Mazda RX3 and, 
with the toughest of the opposition 
out of the hunt, for the 11th special 


Irish holiday 


The B&I Line Cork 20, which takes 
pe during the first weekend in 
ctober, promises to be its usual 
great success. With 300 tarmac 
stage miles within the overall 400 
mile total, it would be difficult for it 
to be otherwise. There is, in addition, 
£500 waiting for first prize, and the 
fund is at present in excess of £2000. 
With B&I Line sponsoring the event, 
travelling and accommodation rates 
are naturally very favourable, so 
much so that a return boat trip for 
two people plus a car including four 
nights in a Grade A hotel will cost 
£89! Grade B hotels and guest 
a are, of course, much cheaper 
still. 
However, there is one slight set- 
back in that applications for regula- 
tions will be somewhat delayed 
owing to the fact that the printer has 
disappeared for a few days on what 
the rally’s British ‘‘rep” described as 
“an Irish holiday”! Thus regs will be 
available in about three weeks time 
... SAEs please to the ancestral 
home of the “Devil” -— PO Box 14, 
Coleshill, Warwickshire. 

It is strongly rumoured that there 
will be an inauguration of a news- 
letter to cupllenge the domination of 
the infamous Ballyraine Bugle on 
this event. Its title will be the 
Kinsale Klaxon(!) and it may be 
edited by an unfortunately named 
John Foden (no relation). 


Sheny runs out 


We have just heard that the forth: 
coming Fate Rally which is run in 
the south of Spain and is very 

pular with British competitors 
fast winners include Chris Sclater) 
has been reluctantly cancelled by the 
organisers following the withdrawl 
of the sponsors. Tomas Ribero has 
apparently been recently searching 
for an alternative sor but so far 
=e — us vane than 
run ther on a very tig. 

m the rally on a very tight budget 


with 
money, he has decided to cuntel the 
rally this year. 


Group 1 Chrysler. 


thought, this 


stage on the first division claimed 
top Mike Marshall/Arthur 
McWatt (Escort RS1800), Rod 
Millen/Mike Franchi, No 2 seeded in 
the Mazda RX3 and New 
Caledonians Jean-Louis Leyraud/ 
Thierry Coursin, seeded No 3 in ther 
BMW 2002 Tii. 

Ice-free driving in the early part of 
the second division deli just 
about everyone except Cowan. “I 
wish it would bloody well snow,”’ he 
said after tackling the early and fast 
special stages. It didn’t, but ice and 
mud proved an asset as the night 
wore on. 

The third division was the, 
toughest for Cowan, with the special 
stages mostly on fast farmland 
roads between Dunedin and Inver- 
cargil and, to cap it all, the 
Avenger’s alternator pec up. Co- 
driver Scott finished the division 
nursing batteries, and wondering 
how Cowan had managed to maintam 
the pace in pouring rain without 
windscreen wipers. Even so, Robson 
could only whittle the Scot’s lead 
down to 15 minutes. 

With 42 cars remaining in the 
event, rally boss Murray Thompson 
car ta the fourth and final 

ivision would be the hardest of the 
lot — 16} hours on the road that 


would be “‘sheer hard work.” As it 


turned out, the survivors en- 
countered fallen trees, mud, snow 
and ice. In the first of the special 
stages Cowan had his lead chona 
back by Robson and Carter. But 
Robson subsequently had a 
puncture and Carter’s Escort lost 
ower with a broken manifold. In the 
inal special stages Cowan was able 
to open up his lead again. Thousands 
of people thronged Dunedin’s city 
centre, the Octagon, to cheer home 
the Scot and co-pilot Scott. It was 
the warmest of receptions, because 
Dunedin is known in this neck of the 
woods as the “Edinburgh of the 
South” and the rally finished under 
the shadow of the statue of yet 
another well-known Scot, “Rabbie” 
Burns! 


WCR Heatway? 


Cowan and Scott cleaned up the 
Heatway a few years ago in a Mi 
Clubman and of his second win, 
Andrew said, “I love competing m 
this country, in this part of the 
world. I like the reception we get. 
The Heat way is a good rally to win.” 

In a rally of some 3000km, of 
which more than 1600km_ were 
special stages, it was a case of horses 
for courses and, as Cowan freely ad- 
mitted, the ice and snow had been a 
tremendous help to him. Neverthe 
less, this in no way detracted from a 
great victory of which everyone, I~ 
cluding Chrysler’s Des O’Dell, who 
was on the spot, could be justly 
proud. 

Before the start of the final divt 
sion, O’Dell said the Avenger per- 
formance could lead to more intense 
involvement by Todd Motors in new 
Zealand rallying. 

And now the chances are that the 
1977 Heatway, which will be run in 
the North Island, will be included in 
the world series. On hand to observe 
this year’s event were FIA men 
‘Claude Fin and John Corsmit. 
Said Fin: “It was one of the best 
Td hi tone tenpeanaed a 

e was im e - 
tiveness of the road oaighionll after 
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Having survived a rollin practice, Rene Arnoux emerged as the victor and new leader of the European 


F?2 series in Sicily last weekend driving his Martini-Renault. 
So ; | 

Arnoux rolls his own 

Arnoux rolls his car in practice but still scores for Martini and Renault 


to take Championship lead — Ribeiro salvages some prestige for 
March-BMW — best result yet for Cheever in race of many incidents. 


Story and photos: CHRIS WITTY. 


Here we had two blue tops, two yellow tops 
and a pair of white tops. Crash, bang, 
wallop. Wow, this is great fun but isn't 
stock car racing restricted to places like 
Wimbledon, Aldershot and Belle Vue? No 
sir. It came to the wilds of Sicily last week- 
end when the “European Stock Car 
Championships’”’ were held in all their regal 
splendour. 

Who won? A blue top. Really? Tell us a bit 
more. Okay. 

It all started last Friday when one of 
these blue tops, driven by this little bloke 
called Rene Arnoux rolled his car. Pretty big 
shunt it was, too. He wasn’t hurt, however, 
and his lads did a good job in fixing his car 
for the race. 

His mate, another French chap called 
Patrick Tambay started at the front but he 

ot all excited on the first lap and fell off. 
it silly really. Still, that’s “‘stock car” 
racing. Mind you, it was nothing compared 
with this Italian geezer called Maurizio 
Flammini. Someone told me that he’s a 
concert pianist. Looks a bit of a nutter to 
me, certainly on the track. Still he’s sup- 
posed to be a charming gent. So looks can be 
deceiving. Anyway, after the first bloke fell 
off, one of the yellow tops spun round in a 
big cloud of dust. Really spectacular, like. 
en this Italian fella also spins and the 
other yellow top crashes into him. Great it 
is, a really genuine T-bone. Wasn’t half 


y- 

But that’s not all, this Italian’s mate, also 
in a white top, goes into the lead and then he 
falls off. Now who should be in the lead but 
this bloke Arnoux? Remember, he’s the one 
who rolled his car over t wo days before. He’s 
the next one to waltz all over the dirt let- 
ting this Italian back in front. For some 
reason, I don’t know why, this Italian got all 
excited and fell off again. Why he did it I 
don’t know. He still had half the race to go. 

Still it was all really good value, especially 
for a European ‘“‘stocker” event. It was this 
Arnoux chappie who won in the end from a 
fellow called Alessandro Fuimetto. Damn 
good race, especially from a young guy 
called Eddie Cheever. He came third. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


ny ed as pak bottom pss pt ihe 

series, a was s a little 
Silas bancuble thie your. Siedy bh an 
anaes fox being, pest hot the lake, 
which the 3.076 circuit skirts, can give off a 
distinctly t odour. For this, the ninth 
round of the “roed-show™, the weather 


throughout the weekend remained hot (but Rouen 
and Mugello were hotter) while a strong wind 
during Friday’s unofficial practice cleared most of 


the notorious Enna grit into the lake which gave’ 


way to a pleasant breeze for the rest of the 
weekend. 

As a race circuit, it’s 
recent addition of three “‘Chicanes” over the past 
few years have cut the average speeds from 
147mph (in Jochen Rindt’s era) to 120mph. The 
track surface is very abrasive and, as at Mugello, 
tyres would pose: an interesting problem. 
Goodyear’s International Tyre Service truck had 
journeyed on down from Mugello still with G44s 
and G50s aboard. There was a restriction on G50s 
(one new set per car) but as one of the tyre 

ersonnel explained, “in the past you expect 

nna to be really hot so we have to compromise 


The English translation of Alessandro Fiumetto 
is ‘Alex Little River, better known in Brazilian as 
Alex Ribeiro. Yes, Enna was a strange kind of 
race. 


and bring what we feel is required’. The end. 


result, certainly for practice, was pretty much as 
at Mugello with some teams choosing to remain 
on the softer G50s all round for their grid times 
while others popped on a harder and more durable 
G44 for the left rear corner where all the loadings 
were being taken. As this was going to be a long 
race (ie in total, longer than a Grand Prix), it 
would be interesting to see how the teams 
compromised, especially as some drivers (notably 
the “big six”) reckoned the G44 was unsuitable 
que unstable if the track broke up, and it usually 
oes. 
As far as penehice was concerned, it was once 
ante sit for pole between the two 
“sponsored teams and the works Marches, now 
right back in the ball park after being a little off 
the pace at Mugeilo. 


retty mindless but the 


The time to aim for was Patrick Tambay’s 
time from the previous year, a lm 35.68 set dae 
the works March 752. As for the official lap 
record, that stood to the other works March 752 
at 1m 36.4s when driven by Michel Leclere. As a 
sign of progress, and perhaps an indication of how 
much clearer the track was, to equal the lap 
eos wasn't good enough to get you onto the 25- 
car grid! 

Friday’s unofficial three hour session did 
nothing in the way of prophesying the times that 
were to come and the only incident of any note 
befell Rene Arnoux who, in characteristic style, 
was travelling along in his works Martini Renault 
Mk19 (the original chassis used by Tombay 
earlier in the season). The first signs that 
anything was seriously wrong was when Tambay 
came tree ae the pits, justifiably alarmed at 
having seen his team-mate’s car upside down on 
the track at the chicane (the fastest one of the 
three) on the far side of the circuit. What had 
happened was that Rene had got a little out of 
shape on entry, slid sideways into the kerb and 
this launched the car over onto its rollover bar. 
Rene emerged unscathed and just as team- 
manager Hughes de Chaunac pondered as to 
whether he should prepare the spare car (Jacques 
Laffite’s Mk16 which won this race last year), the 
car returned on the back of a tow-truck with 
remarkably little damage and the mechanics set 
about making it raceworthy again! 

Practice was sole into an hour on Saturday 
morning followed by two hours on the late 
afternoon. Leading the way were both the works 
Marches of Maurizio Flammini and Alex Ribeiro. 
There was no third car on hand, as had been 
suggested at Mugello, so that Flammini couldn’t 
try a comparison. Instead the works had 
dispatched their chief designer Robin Herd to the 
wilds of Sicily in an attempt to “cure’’ their 
Italian driver rather than the car as their regular 
F2 man, Martin Walters, had hurt his back in a 
gardening accident at home. Herd’s presence 
seemed to work too for both drivers made a 
mockery of the existing lap record and they 
pushed deep into the thirty-three second barrier 
with consummate ease, Flammini posting a 1m 
33.26s and Ribeiro slightly slower on 1m 33.64s. 
Only Tambay, at 1m 33.80s, was able to- get 
anywhere near them, to start with. 

The works March-BMWs were unaltered from 
their previous outing, save for the addition of a 
Formula 1-type skirt underneath their 
monocoques which caused a little controversy 
when someone mentioned the 80cms ruling. ““We 
don’t want any Formula 1 hassle in F2, thank you 
very much” was the general agreement of all 
concerned and after the matter was discussed, it 
was found that the team had lowered their rear 
wings for official practice in accordance with the 
regulations and the matter passed without 
further incident. 

Talking of rear wings, both cars. were using 
their latest jet-flap type which, although giving 
no increase in speed or performance, at least 
allowed easier adjustment. , 

ammini, in complete contrast to Ribeiro, 
looked ragged. To watch he was exciting, fine 
the car from lock to lock, kerbing on exit an 
often hanging a rear wheel in the dirt. Words from 
the pit did little to restrain him and at once one 
thought of the race and tyre wear. Maurizio would 
have to cool it. In the afternoon, having found 
particularly high tempereyate readings on the left 
rear tyre (although Tambay’s and Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille’s were higher), Flammini got into the 
mid-thirty-threes but had a minor off right at the 
crucial stage near the end when Tambay pipped 
him for pole. . pees 3 

At first the March pit thought Alex had done it 
with a 1m:33.0s in the dying minutes but this 
came out officially as a 1m 33.31s. The Brazilian 
was obviously going well, although the expected 
sub ninety-three second lap never materialised 
because there was much more traffic on the track 
at the same time. - 

Over in the Martini camp, Tambay was gomg 
well and without any undue problems. The team 
had tested at Ricard’s Grand Prix circuit after 
Mugello where they’d tried a few tweaks to 
improve the cars through fast turns. As for 
Arnoux, it was obvious that his car was feeling the 
effects of its roll and having established a 1m 
34.24s in the morning, Rene failed to improve. 


The pr of Jabouille, the 
European championship leader, was thwarted at 
the end of the session by a faulty rear tyre 
ee balance. Having 

i from his morning time, the 
team fitted 2 new set of “ i ” only to find 
ome of them caused massive oversteer. By the 
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running smoo and he pushed on to improve in 
the afternoon to his second row time. 

Both the 2Js had reverted to their pre-Mugello 
nosecones while Jabouille had tried the team’s 

are car after that last race with a 20cm (about 
8in) spacer between the engine and gearbox. The 
result in lap times was; according to Jabouille, 
virtually nothing but the long wheelbase version 
seemed to respond better through the turns. 
Apart from a solitary lap during Friday’s 
unofficial testing while his oh San chassis was 
being prepared, the long wheelbase car remained 
unused. 

The failure of Jabouille and Arnoux to establish 
their customary quick times allowed several other 
runners the opportunity of starting reasonably 
well up the grid. This effectively meant that the 
third row was all-Italian with Giorgio Francia and 
Luciano Pavesi getting into the groove in their 
Chevron-BMW and _Ralt-Hart respectively, the 
latter again benefitting from Ron Tauranac’s 

resence. Hans Binder was another Chevron- 

MW runner going well although his works 
assisted team-mate Harald Ertl, despite running 
strongly earlier on in the final session in company 
with Flammini, had niggling gearbox problems 
when it most mattered. 

As at Mugello, Gaudenzio Mantova was 
another Italian going well in his ex-Pesenti-Rossi 
March-BMW while a smile came to Fred Opert’s 
face at seeing his latest American import, 
Formula Atlantic and Super Vee driver Howdy 
Holmes, acclimatising so well in the Hart-powered 
Chevron B35 usually driven by whoever Fred 
finds capable of producing the required finance. 

Holmes’s car was running on Goodyear’s Akron 
rubber.. Apart from being cheaper, the tyre is 
slightly narrower in tread area than the regular 
G50/44. It’s a little more durable as well, although 
thecompoundis pretty similar. _ ; 

Opert’s other car was driven, as at Mugello, by 
Austrian Hans Meier, although Frenchman Jose 
Dolhem turned up as well hoping to drive what 
had been his regular car this _ season. 
Nevertheless, Opert sorted the ‘‘problem” out. 

The Praject Four mechanics had been busy 
back in England building up a brand new March- 
Hart for Eddie Cheever after his Mugello 
incident. Although the car is effectively a 762, the 
replacement tub was, in fact, an updated spare 
from last year. 

The young American was naturally anxious to 
get back in the groove, although he and the team 
readily admit that Eddie’s lack of racing miles 
recently isn’t giving him the experience a 
nineteen-year-old with his a ae esperately 
needs. After a couple of incidents pe | Lehr 
Cheever found himself lurking in the middle of the 


Further down than we have come to expect of 
late was Giancarlo Martini’s Everest March- 

MW followed by the erratic “Gianfranco” in 
his. Springoil Chevron-BMW and then works 
Porsche test driver Manfred Schurti who, having 
cast aside his poor run in a hired German Chevron 
at Hockenheim earlier this year, was hoping for 


Early laps of the first and the charging Flammini holds off Ribeiro, Leclere, Arnoux and Jabouille. 
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No FI politics in F2 if you please. March 
designer Robin Herd measures the rear wing 
height on Maurizio Flammini’s car during prac- 
tice, the aerofoil having been lowered in order to 
allow skirts under the car. 
better fortune with a brand new March-BMW 762 
urchased from Markus Hotz, the Swiss March 
importer, and run under the Lista Racing Team 
along with Hotz (who was the last qualifier) and 
Freddy Leinhard’s similar car. 

Freddy Kottulinsky’s Ralt-BMW was next, 
having endured some gearbox problems en route 
to his grid time while the rest of the grid was 
completed by Mikko Kozarowitzky’s Project 


*Four-maintained Marlboro March-Hart, Alberto 


Colombo (in a replacement 752 chassis purchased 
from Pino Trivellato after his Mugello shunt), 
Roberto Marazzi’s Trivellato Chevron-BMW (who 
fell off just when the quick times were being set), 
Arturo Merzario in the second Willi Kauhsen-run 
March-Hart usually driven by Klaus Ludwig and 
Ian Grob in the lone Modus M4, the M7 remaining 
in the truck as Danny Sullivan thought it wiser 
not to make the trip. : 
The reason why Merzario was so far down was 
attributed to the driver mainly. Although the 
likeable Italian would shrug his shoulders when 
questioned if there were any problems, there 
obviously were. In fact, it was a weekend of 
disaster for the Kauhsen racing team. 7 
Merzario was a last-minute choice in preference 
to Canadian Atlantic ace Gilles Villeneuve, the 
Italian being one of two graded Grand Prix 
drivers paid for by the organisers, the other being 
Vittorio Brambilla but more of him in a moment. 


Merzario and Kauhsen are no strangers, Arturo. 


having driven for the German when he ran the 
works Alfa-Romeo sportscar team last year. 

Ingo Hoffmann was in his regular car but 
neither driver was able to take advantage of the 
unofficial Friday session firstly because their 
engines didn’t arrive until late and then when 
they were ready, Arnoux’s accident cut short the 
session. 


Tae, 


ironically Hoffmann wes to Ge the 
Frenchman's accident the followimg ausrmimg Mm no 
uncertain terms. The unfortumate Brazilian had 
been suffering from a brake inbalamce and after 
several cautious laps to feel his way, Ingo found 
the pedal going to the floor while entering the fast 
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Seeing there was no way he was going to makethe 
corner, Hoffmann elected to use the escape road 
(unlike Arnoux) but the right front wheel 
suddenly locked. The March flicked right, slid 
into the kerb and flew up into the air. The car 
cleared two rows of catch fencing before landing 
nosefirst. Fortunately it didn’t cartwheel but the 
impact totally destroyed the car, engine and 
gearbox while Ingo’s feet, particularly his right 
ankle, took a severe hammering. It’s the team’s 
fourth write off this year and Ingo’s third. Some 
drivers never seem to get the right breaks. 
Moving back to Merzano, after a settling-in 


_ period (but he’s a supposed Grand Prix driver!), 


the Italian ruptured a water line during an off- 
course excursion in the afternoon. This effectively 
damaged the engine but it wasn’t until the 
following morning’s warm-up that the full 
seriousness of a porous cylinder head was realised 
and hedidn’t start. i. 

Another who wasn’t destined to start was 
Brambilla who appeared with what he and his 
brother, Tino, claimed to be Allesandro Pesenti 
Rossi’s 742 series March, purchased earlier this 
year. However it carried a 732 chassis plate and 
‘looked like a machine from Jean-Pierre Jarier’s 
era (see Pit and Paddock). Fitted in the back was 
one of the notorious Lancia engines which caused 
Project Four so much aggravation earlier this 
year. / 

During Friday’s session, Vittorio ran several 
laps before the oil fitter detached itself and 
deposited oil everywhere. Yet the engine was 
saved! Running in company with Jabouille in the 
afternoon, it looked like Vittorio’s “Sicilian 
special’’ was heading in the right direction but 
appearances can be Ep and any hopes of 
er, were ruined by a broken clutch. Exit 
talian GP star number two. 

Keijo Rosber 
qualifier in the 


was the next notable non- 
erman-built ToJ which the team 


patron Jorg Obermoser, although never around to 


see the Finn fighting it, reckons to be competitive 
with the rest. Perhaps one of the bravest, if not 
the bravest, soetg ue the car in spectacular 
fashion over the kerbs and he even tried running 
it without any wings at all. It wasn’t the answer. 
Then just as he prepared for a final effort, having 
lapped in company with the Elf 2Js, his “best” 
engine blow. 

> 
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Patrick Tambay 
Martini-Renault Mk19 


1m 33.16s 1m 33.26s 

Alex Ribeiro Michel Leclere 
March-BMW 762 Elf-Renault 2J . 
1m 33.31s 1m 33.54s 

Giorgio Francia Luciano Pavesi 
Chevron-BMW B35 Ralt-Hart RT1 

im 33.82s 1m3391ls_ 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille Hans Binder 
Elf-Renault 2J Chevron-BMW B35 
1m33.97s 1m 34.20s 

Rene Arnoux Gaudenzio Mantova 
Martini-Renault Mk19 March-BMW 762 
im 34.24s 1m 34.24s 

Howdy Holmes Harald Ertl 
Chevron-Hart B35 Chevron-BMW B35 
1m 34.35s 1m 34.54s 
Giancarlo Martini Eddie Cheever 
March-BMW 762 March-Hart 752 
1m 34.93s 1m 35.00s 
Manfred Schurti “Gianfranco”* : 
March-BMW 762 Chevron-BMW B35 
1m 35.06s 1m 35.11s 

Hans Meier Freddy Kottulinsky 
Chevron-Hart B35 Ralt-BMW RT1 

im 35.15s 1m 35.37s 

Mikko Kozarowitzky Alberto Colombo 
March-Hart 752 March-BMW 752 
1m 35.40s 1m 35.63s 
Roberto Marazzi Freddy Leinhard 
Chevron-BMW B35 March-BMW 762 
1m 35.65s 1m 35.83s 

lan Grob Arturo Merzario* 
Modus-Hart M4 March-Hart 762 
im 35.84s 1m 36.23s 

Markus Hotz 

March-BMW 762 

1m 36.25s 

*did not start 


Maurizio Flammini 
March-B 62 


Non-qualifiers: Willy Deutsch (March-BMW 762), Im 36.36s; 
Bernard Chevanne (March-BMW 762), Im 36.45s, Hoffmann 
(March-Hart 762), 1m 36.46s; Keij man F201) im 
36.48s; Vittorio mbilla pide phe 7: 1m 36.365. Lorenzo 
Niccolini (March BMW 762), lm 36.92s: Hemet Brass 

BMW 829). im 3777s, Max Bonnin 

Cosimo Turzo (March BW 


Anearly morning warm-up session saw Merzarioa 
definite non-starter while Leclere’s newly-fitted 
Renault V6 seized. Why is it that if one of these 
V6s fails, it’s usually Michel’s? Anyway there was 
enough time to install a replacement for the race. 


Another casualty was Cheever who had a lurid 
moment negotiating the chicane before the pits. 
The March flicked up sharply onto the outer 
kerbing, surprising the Rome-based American as 
it cannoned along the Armco where the author 
and the Motoring News scribe were taking 
photographs. 

The latter chose to drop his camera and jump 
fully 10 feet into the reeds that surround the lake 
below, ‘‘taking his chances with the snakes rather 
than a fully grown F2 car”. Yours truly elected to 
take his chance perched on the foot wide ledge 
behind the barrier as Cheever skated past in a 
cloud of dust at around 60mph. It was a close call 
and it very nearly meant blank pages in both 
periodicals this week! 

Cheever wasn’t seeing the funny side 
afterwards although the car was hardly damaged. 

With the track temperature having risen 
appreciably during the day, the choice of tyres 
became the chief factor. The French Elf teams 
elected to gamble on the softer G50s all round 
while the works Marches compromised with G44s 
on the left hand side. It was generally assumed 
that the race would be between the “big six’’ and 
with it being such a long event, the early laps 
would be interesting in the terms of race tactics. 
And how! 

Flammini got the jump on Tambay at the start 
but the Martini driver used his advantage at the 
ultra fast sweep at the far side of the lake to 
regain what two days of practice had given him. 
Then he threw it all away entering that final 
chicane. 

Admitting afterwards that he _ hadn't 
compensated for not having bedded in his front 
brake pede in the morning warm-up, the Martini’s 
rear wheels locked up on entry and the Renault 
challenge was cut to three as Patrick’s car slewed 
around to thump the Armco head-on, the impact 
being hard enough to destroy the monocoque. 
Brake fade or brain fade. But there was better to 
come. In fact it had started on the warming u 
laps when “Gianfranco” lost control at the quic 
corner, a rear wheel having come loose, and the 
Chevron removed its front end against the 
barrier. Parts of one radiator and nose frame 
struck Binder’s following car, bending the 
dashboard and screen sufficiently to require 
urgent surgery on the grid. Binder was lucky to 
have his head still on his shoulders as well. This, 
together with Merzario’s non-appearance, meant 
that both Deutsch and Chevanne got a run, the 
latter having his first race in the ex-Pierre 
Maublanc (hillclimb) 762. 

Completing that eventful first lap, it was the 
works Marches to the fore with the unpredictable 
Flammini heading the formidable queue of 
Ribeiro, Leclere, Arnoux and Jabouille. By the 
second lap, they had broken away as one swirling 
mass and this they extended over the rest by as 
much as 2sperlap. — 

Pavesi was leading the chase in the Ralt 
followed by Martini and then a slight gap to Ertl, 
Binder, ancia, Holmes, Cheever, lombo, 
Mantova and the rest. ; 

The crashing phase, started by “Gianfranco” 


and Tambay accounted quickly for two more 


lesser lights while Martini was another early 
retirement, this being engine failure. This 
elevated Binder to pais Pavesi whom he 
gradually began to draw in, taking the madly 
uabbling bunch with him. 
front Flammini was repeating his practice 
form (being fae nee. untidy) but by ip 10, 
both he and Ribeiro had put a little daylight 
between them and their French pursuers now a 
duo rather than a trio for Jabouille had committed 
a rare indiscretion by spinning at the exit of the 
first corner after the pits. In a cloud of dust and 
flying stones, and right in front of the Elf and 
Renault hierarchy who had jetted down from 
Paris for the day, the Renault’s engine died and it 
2s some anxious moments before it barked into 
le Jabouille’s rear tyres scrabbled for grip as the 
sellow peril slithered back onto the track, now in 
17th position and about to start a characteristic 
Grive back up through the field. His progress was 
made all the easier by other drivers committing 
errors; Jean-Pierre wasn’t the only one. 
Leclere was the next to go but it wasn’t his 
fault. Flammini, having refused to allow Ribeiro 
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e best on lap 11 but a lap later the excitable 
talian lost it at the same as Jabouille. 
Leclere, who was: directly behmd with Arnoux, 
thought the wayward March would stay off the 
track but Maurizio came char erIe back, 
broadside across the track. Leclere braked, but 
couldn’t avoid the impending T-bone while 
Arnoux skittered around the other side. While 
Flammini gathered it all up and continued with a 
severely dented tub, Leclere was out, his front. 
radiator wrenched from its mountings. 
Further back, Pavesi left the scene when his 


left-hand front wheel fell off at the fastest corner — 


on the track. Somehow the Italian kept the Ralt 
pointing the right way and used the Armco to 
good effect in slowing to a stop from maximum 


speed. 

This elevated Cheever a further place, the 
American having tigered up through the midfield 
group in great fashion, forcibly banging wheels 
with Binder as he fought to gain yet another 
poe Binder hung on however, there being 0.9s 

etween them at the end, although the Austrian 
had to fight off attacks from Mantova, Francia, 
Colombo and Kottulinsky. Ertl had been with 
them, but an indiscretion dropped him down the 
field and he finished the race running in close 
company with Jabouille. 

Mantova retired with a blown engine and the 
other Italians followed for various reasons while 
Kottulinsky struggled home to finish with a 
blown head gasket. Colombo also made it to the 
finish, but with just 2nd and 4th gears. 

Up front there was further drama. This time it 
affected the race leader Ribeiro who, as the race 
entered its sixteenth lap, had seen the Brazilian 
with almost 4s advantage. Grob was another to 
fall foul of Jabouille’s corner (or should it be called 
Flammini’s Folly?) and the Modus was sideways 
across half the track.. Ribeiro came around, saw 
the stationary car rock slightly and had to take to 
the dirt in avoidance. ‘‘But I selected 1st gear and 
booted it. The car then spun round” said a 


-sheepish Ribeiro afterwards. He continued, but 


now Arnoux was at the front although Flammini 
had recovered well from his earlier mishap and 
was taking chunks off the Martinis’ lead. 

From 4.4s on lap 20, it came down to 2.6s a lap 
later and then 1.5s on lap 22. “I was trying pretty 
hard,” said Ribeiro afterwards, “but Maurizio 
was pulling away from me ata pone er: I think 
he was taking a big risk’’. Big risk indeed. 

A backmarker split them and increased the gap 
fractionally but once by, Flammini pressed on 
towards the Frenchman as if it were the last few 
laps. The pressure was telling too, for the leader 
found the treacherous surface at this corner 
(rapidly becoming famous!) telling and the 
Martini bounced across the undulating terrain, 
picking up some foliage in the airbox en route. 

In a flash Flammini was through but Rene had, 
unlike Ribeiro, kept his cool and eased his car 
back onto the tarmac, a 2s lead had become a 1.8s 
deficit in a matter of moments but it could have 
been worse. After all, there were another thirty 
laps to go. 

ye Flammini that. With just two laps to 
go, the Italian threw away what March have been 
striving for all season. He lost it again. It was the 
same place. Only this time the Italian slid back 
across the track, his boot hard in it for so long, the 
March ended up entwined within the catch 


Just reward for two fine drives rewarded Eddie 
Cheever with third place overall. 
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Arnoux couldn't have dreamed of such a gift. 
Or could he? After all, Maurizio is prone to bram 
fade at the best of times, charming though he is 
off the track! 


HEAT TWO 


As a decimated field of 18 cars lined up for the 
second part, we wondered whether anything could 
possibly rival the first. In retrospect, it was the 
complete opposite, except that the March 
mechanics had made Flammini’s car raceworthy 
again. He obliged by getting up to sixth place 
after one lap, before writing off the left hand side 
this time four laps later. A shrug, a weak smile, 
Maurizio seemed oblivious to the efforts his 
mechanics had put in just to let him race in front 
of his countrymen again. : 

Now it was all down to Alex, a driver in com- 
aa contrast to his team-mate. Isn’t it funny 

ow one year makes so much difference? 

With oux unable to hold the required 5s ga 
behind Ribeiro because his hastily repair 
chassis was literally splitting in half, the Martini 
pit began to look anxious. Team manager Hughes 
de Chaunac gave birth (sic) at creche 
intervals as Alex really got down to some rapi 
motoring. 

But it wasn’t a two-horse race for both Cheever 
and Jabouille had gone with them, making a four- 
car train initially that lapped in a tidy workman- 
like fashion. Their pace was so much quicker than 
the earlier antics, although it has to be said that 
the track surface and incidents had improved. 

Jabouille, a fuel pressure problem from the first 
heat (which prevented him ae Ertl) solved, 
couldn’t find a way past the on-form Cheever. 
“His Hart engine is really good,”’ said Jabouille, 
“Out of the corners, I stayed in his tow, pulled out 
but was unable to pass.” It was heartening news 
(excuse the pun) when Brian Hart found this out 
afterwards. 

Jabouille was the first to lose touch, his left rear 


_ tyre starting to go off (it was a G50) causing in- 


creasing oversteer. However, the Frenchman was 
able to pull out a suffwient margin on Binder from 
the first heat to pipet Austrian’s Chevron on 
aggregate. In fact, Hans was lucky to finish, his 
engine having rapidly failing oil pressure. 

eever hung onto Arnoux for | after lap. 
Meanwhile Ribeiro was inching further and 
further ahead. By the halfway mark, the works 
March was almost 4s clear. Just another 12s to go 
and 15 lapsin which to doit. Was it on? Perhaps. 

It was at this point that Cheever began to fall 
back, he too having a left rear G50 go off and the 
American spent the late stages of the heat stick- 
ing close to Ertl’s Chevron which had lost a place 
in the points after Flammini’s final attempt at 
self-destruction had damaged his nosecone. Still, 
it had been a great drive by Cheever and one 
which he deserved after his recent run of ill for- 
tune. y 

As for Ribeiro, time ran out. The gap continued 
to grow as Arnoux grappled with his ailing car 
through the faster corners so that with five lepe 
to go, Alex was 10s clear. It grew to 12s by the 
penultimate lap but that was it. 

It had been a thoroughly absorbing race, espe- 
cially insofar as both parts were totally alien to 
anything previously seen in this thrilling 
championship all season. 


14th Gran Premio del Mediterraneo 
Lake Pergusa, Enna — July 25 
2x30 laps — 184.44 miles 

European Formula 2 Championship — round 9 
i Rene Amans (Martini-Gordini Renault V6 Mk19), 1h 36m 12.9s, 
185.213 kph; 
2, Alex Ribeiro (March-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 36m 17.4s; 
3, Eddie Cheever (March-Hart 420R 752), 1h 37m 37.1s, 
4, Jean-Pierre Jabouille (Elf-Gordini Renault V6 2J), 1h 38m_04.7s; 
5, Hans Binder (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 1h 38m 06.0s; : 
6, Markus Hotz (March-Heidegger BMW 762), 59 laps, ; 

7, Harald Ertl (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 59; 8, Manfred Schurti 
(March Heidegger BMW 762), 58 laps; 9, Hans Meter (Chevron-Hart 
420R B35), 57 laps: No other finishers. <n 

Heat 1 (30 laps): 1, Arnoux, 48m 13.9s, 184.733 kph; 2, Ribeiro, 
48m 29 9s; 3, Cheever, 49m 13.0s; 4, Binder, 49m 13.9s; 5, Ertl, 
49m: 24.0s; 6, Jabouille, 49m 29.0s; 7, Meier, 49m 44.9s; 8, Hotz, 29 
laps; 9, Freddy Kottulinsky (Ralt-Heidegger BMW RT1), 29; 10, 
Schurti, 29, etc. 

Fastest lap: Maurizio Flammini (March-GmbH BMW 762), lap 22, 
1m 34.7s, 188.173 kph. 

Retirements: Patrick Tambay (Martini-Gordini Renault V6 Mk19), 
crash, lap 0; Freddy Leinhard (March-Heidegger BMW 762), «ash, 
lap 1; Roberto Marazzi (Chevron-Trivellato B35), cras! .ap 4; 
Giancarlo Martini (March-Novamotor BMW 762), engine, lap 6; 
Michel Leclere (Elf-Gordini Renault V6 2J), crash, lap 11; Willy 
Deutsch (March-GmbH BMW 762), electrics, lap 13; Luciano Pavesi 
(Ralt-Novamotor Hart 420R RT1), crash, lap 14; lan Grob (Modus: 
Hart 420R M4), handling, lap-15; Giorgio Francia (Chevron- 
Trivellato BMW B35), crash, lap 17; Gaudenzio Mantova (March- 
GmbH BMW 762), engine: lap 25; Maurizio Flammini (March-GmbH 
BMW 762), crash, lap 28. 

Heat 2 (30 laps): 1, Ribeiro, 47m 47.5s, 186.434 kph; 2, Arnoux, 
47m 59.0s;'3, Cheever, 48m 24.1s; 4, Jabouille, 48m 35.7s; 5, 
Binder, 48m 52.1s; 6, Mantova, 48m 53.2s; 7, Hotz, 49m 10.4s; 8. 
Schurti, 29 laps; 9, Ertl, 29; 10, Bernard Chevanne (March-GmbH 
BMW 762), 28 laps, etc. 

Fastest lap: Ribeiro, lap 20, 1m 34.2s, 189.171 pts 

Retirements: Mikko Kozarowitzky (MarchHat 


mechanicai fue! pump bel, tap 2; 
420R B35) mnosecone, lap 5: cas, bp 5S: 
Kottulinsky. head gasket. lap 6: Marazz. crest. @p D& Gra, ower- 
heating 2p 27. 
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Yet another BMW victory at Sp 


Loo 


a, this time to the privateers Jean-Marie Detrin/Nico Demuth/“Chavan”, a team of amateurs who kept going through rain 


and retirements of other BMWs to beat off a strong Alfetta challenge. 


SPA 24 HOURS 


Sole BMW theAlfa beater 


‘Sole BMW survives to win — Luigi cars have piston ring problems — 


23 finishers — Spice/Clark Capri sole British survivors after good 


races — stron 


Alfetta challenge — regulation chaos as usual — 


Report: BOB CONSTANDUROS Photographs: JBA PHOTOGRAPHIC 


For the fourth time in succession, a BMW 
won the Spa 24 Hours, but this was no hat 
trick for Luigi nor Xhenceval. The three 


Luigi team cars all retired while placed high, ' 


and for the last ten hours, an iron works 
manager, an insurance agent and a garage 
owner beat off an Alfetta challenge, the only 
big BMW to finish, and first in this 
prestigious race. 

France’s Jean-Marie Detrin, Luxembourg’s 
Nico Demuth and Belgium’s ‘‘Chavan’’ (the 
latter on the verge of retiring from motor 
sport) kept up the pace throughout, having 
no trouble with an engine and car that had 
done Le Mans this year, and just keeping 
steadily in touch. Alfettas threatened to 
challenge the BMW quite strongly, but 
after one had retired with head-gasket 


trouble, two of the other Autodelta-run cars | 


had similar problems; however, the second- 
placed Jean-Claude Andruet/Spartaco Dini 
model wasn’t far behind the leader. 
However, Autodelta still took the coveted 
Coupé de Roi prize for the seventh year 
running. Three Alfas followed the BMW 
before the sole surviving British entry, the 
MM Plant Hire Gl Ford Capri of Gordon 
Spice/Pete Clark which ran very well apart 
from Spice getting involved in three 
— which ultimately cost him fourth 
ce. 

Four Britons had been in the top ten at 
one time or another. The Brian Muir/Patrick 
Neve Capri was disqualified before 12 hours 
for taking on petrol from an outside source; 
the Hermetite(UFO Jeans Capri of Mike 
Crabtree/Les Blackburn/Rene Tricot 
climbed from 22nd to _ seventh after 
problems and then retired with a broken 
crank with 2} hours to go; the Gulf DTV 
Vauxhall Magnum ran really well for 22} 


hours before the clutch di while 
lying cghth. The John ‘David 


Palmer Smith Kendon Mazda RX3 never 
made the top ten but was going quickly until 
a host of problems caused by a hot exhaust 
brought about retirement. 

The Spa 24 Hours was as hard as ever, 
with only 23 out of 59 cars finishing, but 
thankfully, there were not the accidents of 
years past, despite rain on two occasions. 


The start, with two Luigi BMWs avoiding Yvette 
Fontaine’s Camaro while two other BMWs have 
off to the left. 


. by the 


ENTRY 

It doesn’t seem to matter what sort of race the 
Royal Auto Club de Belgique put on, they always 
have a lot of cars. And this year’s Spa 24 Hours 
was no exception. It was a round of the European 
.G2 championship, but although that series has 
not been well received, and entries in most races 
have been small, the inclusion of Formule 
Francorchamps (G1j) and G1 boosted the entry 
up to the usual phenomenal numbers. 

But G1, G1j or G2, the Spa organisers are a law 
unto themselves, and scrutineering produced the 
usual crop of humorous, worrying and flippant 
stories. Some cars were gone over with a fine 
toothcomb, others, like the MM Plant Hire Capri, 
going through without even leaving the truck. 
And then on race day, the organisers took a closer 
look at the Capris and decided that they shouldn’t 


run with Piranha ignition. At which point Stan_ 


Robinson climbed into the Capri and threatened 
to drive it home. ‘‘Oh no”’ they said, ‘we can sort 
it out somehow’, and the car duly took to the 
grid. But that’s jumping ahead a little. 

The dangers of years past — flags being waved 
at night illuminated by a torch — had _ been 
replaced by lights all around the circuit. And then 
there was a pace car idea as well, which required 
competitors to follow. an official car which 
appeared, and to stop when it stopped. So there 
was some interest in safety and some willingness 
to improve it. ; : : 3 

Practice over the eight-mile Francorchamps 
circuit was held on Thursday from 7pm to 11pm, 
and on Friday for three hours from three o’clock 
to six. This seemed much less than in years past, 
and as usual, cars and drivers had to qualify by 
doing five laps during the night. This soon went 

; board when an Alfa Romeo blew up, 
scattered oil all over Stavelot, a Vauxhall went off 
on it. Even before that, Hermetite’s Capri had 
blown up. Then Alain Peltier’s BMW lost a wheel 
so that none of this lot would qualify. Exit the 
qualify-at-night rule.... : 

It was, of course, just as well that the rule was 
waived, at least for Peltier. He’s had a BMW built 
up specially by a Schnitzer mechanic and this 
CSL set fastest time to head the 2-2 grid on 4m 
9.4s. Apart from losing a wheel, the car was in 
trouble in the second session with gearboxes, for a 
pte shaft broke and ruined one, and then they 

ad a vibration problem with a second box. They 
took that out, but couldn’t find anything wrong, 
so it went back in again. But in all this, Peltier set 
fastest time. His co-driver, Bernard Carlier, was 
not very experienced at this sort of racing, having 
concentrated mainly on club racing, hillclimbs, 
etc. 

_ Sitting alongside him on the final gad was the 

5.7 Chevrolet Camaro of Reme Wisell/Stuart 


Graham/Yvette Fontaine. Yvette and her 
business had brought alemg Looza fruit 
juice and Monroe sponsorship: mai: idea 


a ote 
I problem which left Graham without any 
— one occasion. They were running this 


without power steering for reliability’s 
sake, which called for a lot of strength on the 
driver’s behalf. 


Row two consisted of two of the victorious 
Luigi BMWs, currently going so well in the G2 
series. Both Luigi himself and his brother-in-law, 
Jean Xhenceval, were going for a hat-trick at the 


Spa 24 Hours. The quickest of the two cars, on 4m . 


14.8s, was that of Xhenceval/Pierre Dieudonne 
and ultimately, Martino Finotto. This was 
because Hughes de Fierlant is also doing well in 
the European G2 series and so wanted to be in a 
car on his own, away from Xhenceval/Dieudonne, 
whom he’s challenging. It was de Fierlant, with 
Umberto Grano, who sat beside the number one 
car, having set a 4m 17.2s. Both cars were fitted 
with slightly softer Bilstein shock absorbers, and 
some new titanuim struts had arrived from 
Germany, so that was their tweak of the week. 

Two more BMWs filled row three, one for Eddie 
Joosens, last year’s Avenir-winner Roger 
Berndtson and SuperVee driver Pascal Witmeur. 
This was a very old former G2 car which had been 
G1 for the last two years and was ex-Luigi, now 
with a new body. It had Holiday Inn sponsorship 
and few problems apart from a blocked fuel filter 
on Friday, the time being set on Thursday. 

Likewise, its neighbour, a similar car for Claude 
de Wael/Alain Corbisier/Willy Braillard which 
was actually entered by Luigi for the benefit of 
the much coveted Kings Cup team prize. This was 
the car that won last year and finished third at 
the Tourist Trophy but wasn’t quite so “G2”, 
with more production parts on it. They had a 
slight off during the second session and split the 
fuel tank at Malmedy, so their best time was set 
during the first session. ; 

Yet another BMW headed row 4, on 4m 28.6s. 
This was the French-owned car of Jean-Marie. 
Detrin, shared with Nico Demuth and Charles 
Chavan. This was a ’73 car which Detrin uses in 
various long distance races, and indeed, for the 
race he fitted his Le Mans engine. His neighbour 
on this row was the first Capri, that for Holman 
Blackburn/Mike Crabtree with the Belgian Rene 
Tricot. Fhis was not a full G2 car, but certainly 
not Gi, with triple carb engine and air dams. 
However, all went very wrong on the first lap of; 
practice on Thursday when it simply expired out 
on the circuit, the big-end bearing gone. After an 
hour and a half’s discussion, for the drivers hadn’t 
done any night driving, they were allowed into the 
race. After blowing one engine, they took things a 
little easier on the second session, but still set 4m 


8. ae . 

The fifth row was headed by one of Autodelta’s 
four-car team of Alfetta GTs, cars that had run in 
Italy but were doing their first 24-Hour race. 
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King’s Cup for the seventh year running. 
Quickest were Jean-Claude Andruet and Spartaco 
Dini, without any problems. Their 4m 34.5s was 
1.5s quicker than the first of the Opel 
Commodores, entered by Gosset, a gar. in 
Waremme, Belgium. This was a normal Gl 
Belgian iamie argent car driven by Dany 
Wauters/Jean-Marie artin/Tony Gillet and 
benefitted considerably from some special inlet 
and exhaust manifolds, giving some 10-20 extra 


to win the 


wrimronme 


bhp. 

hoy six held the same pairing, only this time it 
was the Opel first, that, once again, of the Gosset 
Racing Team of Philippe Martin/Frenchman Jean- 
Louis Ravanel/Andre Praillet. This was the ex- 
Tricot Formule. Francorchamps Gl1j_ car 
sponsored by BP last year and thought to have a 
good engine for a long-distance race. The Alfetta 
MAG for Walter Dona and “Pooky’’, again problem 

ee. - 

Gordon Spice was heading the seventh row in 
Wishart’s G1 Capri, a good effort this, with Pete 
Clark sharing the driving. They’d borrowed an 
engine from Ford which pumped out oil, so they 
had to put their first practice engine back in 
again. Gordon set his 4m 37.2s in the first session. 

e was sharing the row with a G1 BMW for 
Alain Lierneux/Claude Bourgoignie/Jean-Fran- 
cois Vaney, but Claude was certainly faster than 
the other two. 

Alfetta number three headed row eight, this one 
for Frenchmen Claude Ballot-Lena and Guy 
Frequelin and its neighbour was the Norman 
Reeves Capri for Brian Muir/Patrick Neve. This 
was pretty problem-free after they’d cured the 
usual Capri understeer with an air dam. Huub 
Vermeulen, the well organised Dutchman, had a 
Mazda RX3 in his team for this race, a relatively 
new car that he was sharing with Fred 
Frankenhout and Huub’s brother Jim. For their 
4m 40s, they had problems with a blocked fuel 
filter and tyre balancing, but otherwise, it looked 
smart. Beside it on this ninth row, the first of the_ 
numerous Alfa Romeo GTVs, thought to be more 
reliable than the Alfettas. GTVs were in two. 
teams, Arc-en Ciel and Lov’ Auto and this one 
was entered by the former for Huub 
Nijstein/Marc Bergstein/Kurt Ahrens. 

On the same time as the Alfa, and 0.7s behind 
Vermeulen, was the Smith Kendon Mazda RX3 of 
John Markey/David Palmer, finding their 
toughest G2 opposition yet. Markey just couldn’t 
find any brakes and was getting severe bump- 
steer, but the engine felt great, he said. Alongside 
was yet another Alfa GTV, this one for Rene 
Mattozza, Jacques Berger and Dany Swyssen in 
the Lov’ Auto team. 

The final Alfetta 2000 for Joe Bigliazzi and 
Claude Crespin headed the eleventh row, this one 
having a difference of opinion with another com- 
petitor and getting body damage during the 
second session, like a number of others. The Lov’ 
Auto GTV of Roland Imbert and Bernard Beguin 


Quickest of the Alfettas was that of Claude Ballot-Lena/Guy Frequelin but they ran into head gasket 


problems and dropped from being in the first two to fourth. 


’ require 
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ed row twelve, this ome with oil pressure 
s which they couldn't sort; m the hope 
that it might be the oil pump, they changed it- 
They shared the row with a Dolomite Sprint — no 
“Engiish drivers this year — for Julian Vernaevel 
Guy Pirenne/Rene Metge. Just before the final 
English involvement of the race was the Luxem- 
bourg team in a Capri for Alsin Kridel/Alam 
Beauchef/Vic Mathieu. Sharing this row was the 
Gulf DTV Vauxhall Magnum of Gerry 
Marshall/Tony Lanfranchi, not looking forward to 
an early retirement (Gerry said he couldn’t stand 
23 hours of drinking) but pleased with the car and 
enjoying the driving. Thecar wasa G1 car used by 
Michel de Deyne in Belgium, right-hand-drive and 
built at Shepreth. De Deyne was in another 
Vauxhall, but on his second lap of the first session 
was not warned of an oil slick at Stavelot and 
sent of heavily, damaging his car. Sadly, that put 
the team down to two and then on Saturday, the 
organisers decided in favour of keeping in the 
small cars and booting out the less competitive 
bigger class cars. That put paid to the chances of 
the third Magnum to be driven by Jean-Charles 
Goris/Pierre Rubens, so a smart and ambitious , 
effort by DTV and Gulf came down to relying on 
our club racing stars for a Soe show. But they 
weren’t the only ones to suffer. A French Opel m 
G1 form got kicked out and so too did Ken 
Coffey/Cyd Williams/Peter Cartlidge in Ken’s 
faithful RS2000 with Lep sponsorship. They’d 


- had brake binding problems in the second session, 


and despite being within 125 per cent of the time 
overall, were too slow in the class, and 
Ken non-started for the second time in two years. 
The lesser rows of the grid was crammed with 
such machines as Fiat 128s, Simca Rallye Ones, 
GTVs, Celicas, GTJs, Avengers and Datsuns as 
usual, with the addition of two Zastawas (Fiats 
built in Yugoslavia) and a Subaru (built by Fujii 
Japan with a flat four engine). There were the 
usual stories in practic&;«but one of the less 
pleasant was that of an Arc-en-Ciel Alfa which 
damaged its rear end coming out of Eau Rouge. 


As it was partially blocking the track, the 
marshals rolled it off — it wasn’t too badly 
damaged until then. 


So 59 cars came to the grid as usual for the 24 
Hours. It was an overcast day, and rain 
threatened when the wind picked up, but there 
was just -a bit round at Stavelot an hour or so 
before the race started, and by the time the cars 
started up it was all dry again. 


RACE — 


It’s really a surprise to see 59 cars get away from 
Spa cleanly year after year, but that’s what they 
usually do, and that’s what they did again this 
year. This was ueeplte the fact that Yvette 
Fontaine obviously didn’t know how to get the 
Camaro off the line and formed something of a 
-chicane. The first lap did produce its dramas how- 
ever. Most important of all was that Pierre 
Dieudonne stopped the number one BMW just 
400 yards from the start with the engine popping 


_and banging. Quick rectification was made by 


switching to another fuel pump and that seemed 
to cure it. Thus when he did come past, well and 
truly last but not lapped, he was going perfectly 
well. Other pit callers included the G1 BMW 
which had a- well-dinged rear end; it was ulti 
mately repaired. The slower of the Alfettas was 
another to pit to have a tyre fitted after a first lap 
fracas. Dany Wauters’ Opel was in for the same 
reason. : 

As the race got into some sort of a pattern, so it 
became apparent that it was going to be all BMW, 
as suspected. Peltier/Carlier were swopping 
places with de Fierlant and de Wael, all three 


‘ping closely together before a gap to Eddie 


oosen who was slowly cropping Yvette 
Fontaine, then another fap to the Detrin BMW 
driven by ‘‘Chavan’’, followed by Dini’s Alfetta 
and Blackburn’s Capri and then another gap to an 
Alfetta, Kridel’s Capri, Muir’s Capri, Pooky’s 
Alfetta, Marshall’s Vauxhall, an Opel and Spice’s 
G1 Capri. Blackburn soon dropped out of this lot 
for a quick plug change to cure a misfire which 
was proven, much later, to be a cracked head, and 
Vermeulen, just leading Palmer’s Mazda, stopped 
for a plug change too. E 

The biggest feature, however, of this time was 
Dieudonne’s climb up through the field. He was 
last when it started, and after an hour’s racing, he 
was up to seventh overall, and all the rest had 
been lapped, anyway. The G1 and G1j cars were 

itting much earlier than the G2 cars anyway, so 

were in the pits, as were the Capris as they 
simply didn’t have the tankage. 

The battle up at the front was still the same, 
Peltier, de Fierlant and usually the number three 
Luigi car a number of lengths behind. Joosen’s 

> 


SPA 24 Hours 
Continued 


BMW came next before the Camaro, then 
“Chavan” before Dieudonne. Dini’s Alfetta came 
next from Muir, Spice, and Ballot Lena and 
“Pooky” tied together in Alfettas. 

The dice continued into the second hour, still 
with the three sometimes surprisingly close to- 
gether, sometimes affected by slower traffic; it 
was certainly fun during those times. Dieudonne 
picked up to fourth, but even after two hours he 
was a lap down. Joosen’s BMW was still fifth, but 
Graham’s Camaro had slipped down with a couple 
of pitstops which lost it time, but these had at 
least cured the misfire with an old set of plugs. 
With consistency, Spice was next, seventh, from 
the Dini Alfetta, the French BMW, Muir’s Capri 
and then two more Alfettas. Marshall and 
Lanfranchi were going steadily in twelfth at this 
stage and Markey was 16th. The other Mazda had 
already gone when Vermeulen had a blow-out at 
Stavelot which resulted in a considerable 
accident, but fortunately no injury to the 
Dutchman. 

Graham was nearly to head the same way in the 
next hour before six. Coming up on a slow Simca 
Rallye One, the French car moved the wrong way, 
and the considerable moment, a scrape and avoid- 
ance gave Graham body damage on one side plus 
a puncture, but he limped home and picked up a 
new tyre. However, it was worse than that, and a 
lap later, he needed a new halfshaft too, as the 
original was bent: That set them back 38 minutes, 
but when they got going again, they were really 
motoring. The Opels were in trouble, particularly 
with the more G2 car which had a broken exhaust 
early on. The Gosset team were running their cars 
very easily, obviously mindful of the King’s Cup. 
Markey also had trouble with a split oil pipe and 
was later to lose.fifth gear, but that was going to 
bea minor problem. : 

So at three hours, just Peltier and the de Fier- 
lant Luigi BMW were on the same lap, followed 
by the other two Luigi BMWs and the Joosen 
BMW a lap down ‘and then the consistent 
Spice/Clark, in front. of the Alfettas. Late in the 
hour, the Joosen BMW realised that their gener- 
ator was broken,: and resigned themselves to 
changing the battery every hour. The Herme- 
tite/ UFO Jeans Capri was charging along quite 
happily, and up to twelfth after their early prob- 
em. 


The next hour, to seven o’clock, saw two major 


changes. First of all, Peltier slowed from first 


place, stopped on the circuit and then drove back 
to the pits for a definite retirement with a broken 


The scene that keeps Belgians from their beds: the view from La Source down to Eau Rouge. 


crank. They'd never expected it to last, but while 
tarps ik poe <a eee de 
third-placed Luigi BMW of de Wael/Corbisier/ 
Braillard. The car seemed to have handling prob- 
lems going down the Masta straight, and 
Braillard wisely slowed, but coming into Stavelot, 
he lost a front wheel, with the hub broken. It may 
have been damaged when he spun the previous 
day, although everything had been checked. Any- 
way, their run was over. 

So that left just the de Fierlant/Grano BMW on 
54 laps before the Dieudonne/Xhenceval/Finotto 
Luigi BMW.a lap down and the Joosen BMW, 
another lap down. Not counting the retired BMW, 
three Alfettas came next before Muir/Neve, which 
had pushed the Wisharts Capri down to ninth 
before the French BMW; then came the 
Blackburn Capri, still climbing back up and on the 
same lap as the Vauxhall Magnum. 

The next hour’s racing saw little change in the 
first five, save that the “Pooky” Alfetta dropped 
a lap with a lengthy stop to epee a puncture 
and the French BMW clim from tenth to 
seventh. After its early stop, the fourth Alfetta of 
the Bigliazzi/Crespin team was in the top ten for 
the first time, but this was at the expense of the 
Hermetite team for they’d lost all but fourth and 
second, and coming out of the La Source hairpin 
above the pits, Blackburn selected second and it 
jammed, so he headed for the pits where a broken 
selector fork took 33 minutes to change. That of 
course, dropped them right back. — 

Another well back was the Camaro of Wisell/ 
Graham/F ontaine, and that run ended anyway in 
the fifth hour when Wisell drove along the Masta 
straight, saw the oil pressure drop slowly and 
then suddenly had none at all. He cruised into re- 
tirement after some very fast lappery and a good 
run. Then there were the dubious circumstances 
surrounding the Muir/Neve Capri. It had been 
running in a good sixth position, but all that 
changed when the officials alleged that Neve had 
run out of petrol in the country and refilled there 
which is illegal. The Capri apparently didn’t have 
a fuel gauge or light. Neve certainly lost some 
minutes, but the pit tried to bluff that this was 
electrical tailure, and “showed the officials the 
pump and number of litres used. But that didn’t 
convince anyone, it seemed, and they were duly 
disqualified. ee from that, the order changed 
little at the front, although everyone behind 
naturally moved up one. However, in eighth place, 
the ‘“Pooky”/Walter Dona Alfettas was experi- 
encing overheating, and as darkness drew on, this 
was causing concern. After a couple of stops, they 
decided to change the head gasket, but during 
this operation, a head location bolt broke and 
scoped in the engine, and that was their run 

nished. 
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Luigi BMWs out im front on 94 laps, then the 
Belgian Joosen BMW on 90 laps, two in front of 
two Autodelta Alfettas which were one more lap 
in front of the French BMW and another in front 
of orice The other Alfetta came next before the 
DTV Gulf Vauxhall and the Imbert/Beguin GTV. 
The German Capri was in trouble too with both 
inlet and exhaust manifolds and was down m 
thirty-third position. Mindful of what happened 
to their other Alfetta, Autodelta also had a little 
look at the Ballot-Lena/Frequelin car just before 
ten o’clock to check on that, S.-i 
That stop cost the car a couple of places in the 
next hour, as a rather chilly night failed to send 
patient and enthusiastic Belgians to their beds. 
At times, they had plenty to watch. Cars would 
pit in their droves, and Markey gave them plenty 
to watch as his brakes locked solid coming out of 
the hairpin. Just as he was about to be towed 
away, the brakes freed and then started many a 
long session in the pits which was to end just 
before three next morning, the main problem 
nie with the exhaust but it was all a long — 

hich the hard-working Arian mechanics 
remember for some time. é ; 

At eleven o’clock then, the Luigi BMW steam- 
roller continued, five laps ahead of the Belgian 
BMW which was still changing batteries, 
dropping it to the Andruet/Dini Alfetta, now a lap 
behind and two ahead of the French BMW in 
fifth. On the same lap were Ballot-Lena/Frequelin 
and Spice/Clark before Imbert/Beguin, Marshall 
and then the third remaining Alfetta. 

In the next hour, the.Bexndtson BMW dropped 
from third to fifth. It was BMW problem hour. 
The Belgian white BeeEm still had alternator 
problems while both Luigi cars made regular 
visits to the pits. The problem with the leading 
cars was that the fuel pump which had started the 
car late at the very beginning, was beginning to 
play up again, and numerous checks were taken 
as to which fuel pump it was (high or low pressure) 
and which of the two that each car carries. All 
these were done in quick short stops. When the 
problem was found, the fuel pump was changed. 
The second de Fierlant/Grano car was blowing out 
oil and the task was to find out from where. It was 
after midnight when they found out where the oil 
was coming from; the car retired with piston ring 
failure. 

Before midnight, however, the leading Alfetta 
had exhaust manifold trouble and that took 25 
minutes to fix, so at midnight, behind the Luigi 
cars came the French BMW, then the Ballot- 
Lena/Frequelin Alfetta, the Joosen BMW, the 
guin GTV, Spice and Clark, the Bigliazzi/Cres- 


Be 
pin Alfetta and Marshall/Lanfranchi. Without the 


second Luigi BMW, everyone jumped up a place 


— 
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beck. Joosem fimally decided to repiece the 
akernator on his BMW which took 1/ minutes 
and Teodoro Zeccoli, Autodekta’s spare driver, 
now in the Crespin car, had the starter fail on him 
and that took six minutes. Thus the Ballot-Lena 
Alfetta jumped back up to eighth. xe tee wl 
In the hour to two o'clock, the surviving Luigi 
car lost the lead with various problems causing 
vibration in the rear end. Once again, lots of 
checking, thoughts of changing the propshaft but 
first they thought it was tyre trouble as 
Dieudonne had had a bit of a moment and 
sibly flat-spotted them. This alley proved to 

Be blind, and anyway, the crew decided to live 
with it. Thus, at two, it was Detrin’s BMW, 
Alfetta, Luigi BMW, (all on the same lap), Capri, 
Alfetta, Alfetta, GTV, GTV, GTV, Magnum. 
Marshall had lost time when an Alfa went off in 
front of him on the fast sweeps back to La Source. 
It hit the guardrail and Gerry had to stand on 
everything to miss the GTV and thought that he 
might have broken an sie mounting. This was 
replaced but at a cost of ten minutes. It was a 
busy time in the pits with many visitors to keep 
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the cold spectators amused, and by two, there - 


were 34 cars left in the race, among the latest 
casualties being the Joosens BMW which just 
blew up.out in the country. : 

The situation continued through to half 
distance at three: three cars on the same lap, then 
a gap of two laps before three more. The Auto- 
delta Alfetta of | alkene coe played cat- 
and-mouse with the BMWs, while Spice did the 
same with two more Alfas, sometimes in fourth; 
and other times in sixth. The Hermetite car 
dropped time with a blown water valve, but by 
this time, with its problems, it wasn’t very high 
anyway. 

n to the fourth hour, there was little change in 
the top three, nor the next three. It was still close 
and tense. But as dawn broke just before five, it 
revealed a misty morning with damp air. Equally, 
it revealed some very hard trying Alfettas who 
were just going like devils. And it revealed a 
slightly smokey Luigi BMW. Pierre Dieudonne 
took it over and was soon back in the pits, out 
again and in; that was it. Blown piston rings, just 
as the other car had suffered. No hat-trick for 
Luigi nor Xhenceval. 

Detrin had the lead, but it was very close to the 
Alfetta. They just paced one another with a “we'll 
fight it qut later” attitude, although most Alfetta 
drivers seemed to be fighting all the time. Back a 
lap was the quicker car, that of Andruet/Dini and 
in fifth was the GTV of Imbert/Beguin on the 
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the fimal Aletta. the Magnum anc ye two more 
GTVs. The Hermetite Capri came next, for it was 


putting up a tremendous fight and had caught up 
well. 
The next move was made by Nature. Before half 


an hour had gone by; there was rain. Light at 
first, but showery and sometimes heavy, nasty 


Ardennes stuff and the reason why GP drivers. 


won’t race here again. At times it was misty too, 
so that things really slowed down. At 6.30, both 
leaders, still very close, were in the pits changing 
tyres. The Autodelta team, of course, had all the 
tyres they needed, but Detrin’s is a private team 
and there problems about which tyres to use: 
slicks or wets, no intermediates. Others went for 
intermediates first, but some tried to stay on 
them too long and there were casualties. And 
Spice went off and dented the front when a Simca 
spun in a rain cloud and that took five minutes to 
sort out. The clatter of wheel wrenches from the 
pits was uniform as drivers sought the right 
tyres. Eau Rouge became a river and one driver 
spun there, fortunately without damage or very 
much loss of time. , 

But at seven, the situation was the same, 
except that the BMW had more time on the 
Alfetta than for some time. Two laps back came 
the second Alfetta on the same lap as the Beguin 
GTV, and another three back came Spice. He was 
one ahead of the third Alfetta, and they were four 
laps ahead of the Magnum and the Hermetite 
Capri, on the same lap. Two more GTVs 
completed the top ten. 

Halfway through the next hour, on his first lap, 
it was Tricot’s turn to go off, at the Masta kink, of 
all places, but the damage, apart from a flat tyre, 
was minimal and he was on the road again in four 
minutes. The rain abated somewhat during the 
next half-hour so that the road started to dry 
again by eight, and the crowds emerged from 
trees and shelter to watch the action again. 

Before nine in the morning, with occasional 
bursts of sunlight, Frequelin started losing oil 
through the oil pressure outlet and that required a 
seven minute stop, so he lost his second place to 
team-mates Andruet/Dini. Thus by nine, the 
French BMW was two laps up on the two 
Alfettas, then came Imbert/Beguin in the GTV (a 
lap down), and a further three laps away were 
Spice/Clark, then the third Alfetta, two laps away 
before the Hermetite/UFO Capri, two more GTVs 
‘before Marshall, these three all on 206 laps. Two 
of the sedate Opels followed, reaching their 
position through reliability rather than speed. It 
was exactly the same situation at ten, except that 


Success and disappointment: above, the Wisharts Capri being examined by the mechanics after Gordon 
eee went off avoiding a Simca. They went on to finish fifth overall. Below, disappointment for Gerry 


arshall/Tony Lanfranchi whose steady run ended with an hour and a half to go and clutch failure. 


to send everyone scurryig for wets agam This 
time, everyone was very careful save one Alfa 
driver who put his car into something rather hard 
backwards; however, he was still a runner and 
short, there being just 27 left, less than half the 
field. The order remained the same again to eleven 
in the morning, and by then the storm had passed 
and the Alfettas were charging again. They'd 
never really let up throughout the hours past, and 
were a very impressive sight. The two Capris 
remaining, the Vauxhall Magnum and the 
occasional GTV were in the same class, but the 
leading BMW seemed to be a bit touchy under 
pressure and there were occasional moments. It 
would be interesting to see whether the Alfettas 
would be able to get back on terms in the re 
maining hours. 

These last hours had been a bit desperate for 
the Alfa driven by Ballot-Lena/Frequelin. The car 
had had many stops to fill up with water because 
of a blown head gasket again and now the sister 
car was hauling it in. This way it looked as 
though the order would be the BMW followed by 
at least one Alfetta before either a GTV or the 
second Alfetta, depending on how it lasted. Both 
Alfettas up front and Gordon Spice’s Capri were 
still on wets, incidentally, from the last rain 
shower. ; 

Up to one o’clock, with sun shining now and the 
crowds flocking back for the finish, there was one 
particularly sad retirement from eighth place, 
that of the Hermetite/UFO Capri when the crank 
broke and their fine run was ended. This and an 
Italian GTV having clutch trouble, meant that 
the Vauxhall popped up to eighth but Britain was 
certainly out of luck. With the engine sounding 
sweet and apparently nothing wrong, Lanfranchi 
took the Vauxhall out for a final stint before 
handing over to Gerry. When he got to Malmedy, 
he felt the clutch slip a little and then completely 
give up when he went for a gear into Stavelot — 
there was nothing left and their run was over, a 
great shame after such a good and trouble-free 
race with an undamaged car. Incidentally, 
Lanfranchi’s departure came after 22} hours, 
exactly the same as his retirement nm a BMW 
three years ago. 

By two, the ating Alfetta had been overtaken 
by a GTV but the leading Alfetta was OK with 
Andruet/Dini cracking along without problems. 
Spice was in fifth, three laps behind the Alfetta, 
while the leisurely Opels were in the top ten. In 
the next hour, the final one, the scrutineers began 
to have a wander about the pit lane. Some of the 
one-lap wonders were rescrutineered, those being 
cars doing a lap an hour in order to qualify. They 
also had a look at the remaining Capri and ordered 
an indicator to be put into working order, which 
took five minutes. 

So the minutes ticked away, and as they did, 
the wind seemed to get up, the sky daxken and we 
looked for rain. The leaders were quite safe, but 
Spice was a lap and a half behind the ailing 
Alfetta and less than a lap in front of the follow- 
ing Alfetta of Bigliazzi/Crespin, this one now on 
slicks. Then came a noport that the ailing Alfetta 
had slowed. Could the Capri, with the help of rain, 
gain another place? 

Well, the rain didn’t come, apart from a few 
spots here and there, but the Alfetta did, no 
problem, still as healthy as it had been. And that 
was it, the BMW cruising up to the line, 23 


‘machines, healthy and otherwise, finishing the 


gruelling race. It was the fourth BMW victory in 
succession, and . Autodelta showed that the 
Alfetta is nearly as reliable as the GTV has 
always been. Spice made it through to fifth and a 
class win after a fine drive, while two Opels made 
it to eighth and ninth despite repeated visits to 
the pits. The tenth-placed GTV had been higher 
but both clutch trouble and a leaking petrol 
tank. : 


24 Heures de Francorchamps 
July 24/25, 
European G2 championship, round 6 


1, Jean-Marie Detrin/Nico Demuth/“Chavan” (3.5 BMW CSL) 
4087.904kms, 170.329kph;* 

2, Jean-Claude Andruet/Spartaco Dini (2.0 Alfetta 2000 GT) 
4060.434kms, 169.185kph;* 

3, Roland Imbert/Bernard Beguin (2.0 Alfa Romeo GTV) 
4017.743kms; 

4, Claude Ballot-Lena/Guy Frequelin (2.0 Alfetta 2000 GT). 
3952.190kms; 


5, Gordon Spice /Pete Clark (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 3932.148kms;* 
6, Joe Bigliazzi/Teodoro ZeccolifClaude Crespin (2.0 Alfetta 2000 
GT), 3926.609kms; 


7, Rene Mattozza/Jacques Ber, 
GTV), 3859.639kmns; 8, Dany Wauters/Jean-Marie Martin/Tony 
| modore GS/E), 3829.504kms; 9, Marcel 
uiot/Jean-Louis Dumont/Jackie Del 
3770.040kms; i 
(20 Romeo GTV), 3651.78&2kms. 
Fastest lap: Hughes de Fieriant (325 BMW CSL) 4m 119s. 
201,794kph. 
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(Dany Swyssen (2.0 Alfa Romeo 
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Niki 


Lauda 


Interviewed by PETE LYONS 


This weekend the Grand Prix series moves 
into the Eifel Mountains in Germany, to the 
one high-speed classic circuit left in today’s 
super-sanitized Formula One world. The 
Nurburgring. 

In fact, this year’s German GP very 
nearly didn’t happen at the ’Ring, because a 
body of the drivers don’t want to race there. 
It was a genuine threat and it nearly came 
off. As recently as Monaco — the other sur- 
viving, albeit low-speed, classic circuit — 
nothing but a three-to-two majority among 
the five drivers in the Safety Committee of 
what little remains of the GPDA ‘“‘saved”’ 
the Nurburgring in its present form. And for 
this year only. For next year, they are all 
adamant that the forbidding 14.19-mile moun- 
tain circuit, already massively rebuilt only a 
few years ago, must receive further alter- 
ation, perhaps even shortening, or they def- 
initely will not go. 

Monza, “lermont-Ferrand, Little 
Madonie, Spa-Francorchamps, Reims, Bern- 
Bremgarten ... we’ve heard all this before. 
Monza is only just squeaking by, a parade of 
chicanes. Chicanes everywhere else, and 
doubtless more to come; the March of Pro- 
gress is inexorable. 

The World Champion, holder of the out- 
he Nurburgring lap record at more ‘than 
122 mph (6m 58.6s, pole position for last 
year’s German GP), appears to be the leader 
of this ‘“‘anti-Nurburgring faction.” It has 
brought the Austrian much disrepute — 
particularly among Germans — and in fact 
this quiet, background-seeking young man 
has assumed the same mantle of contro- 
versy that once hung on the flamboyant 
Jackie Stewart. But like Stewart, Niki 
Lauda is perfectly comfortable wearing it. 
He is as confident of his opinions. He is in 
fact, in many ways, the very apotheosis of 
the Modern F 1 Driver. 

A busy World Champion, seeming usually 
to be in a rush to go somewhere else, Niki’s 
press relations have not helped his image in 
certain quarters. He comes across to some 
people as entirely too aloof to have won 
their hearts. 

But always there are two sides. “If they 
know me well, and they think I’m no good, 
then fair enough. But most of them, they 
only talk-and-write, they don’t even speak to 
me, because they are too lazy to do their 
work. The minimum is, they come and speak, 
to find out the problems, to come and try to 
look from differentjsides, to think in the way 
the driver is thinking. To understand the 
problem, and then to take a decision. After- 
wards, I don’t know, afterwards write I am 
the biggest idiot in the world, fair enough, 
but not if they never speak to me, I think 
that’s wrong.” . 

So, all right. A UTOSPORT offered space to 
Lauda to get his ideas across in English; not 
the first public figure in the world’s history 
to become’ annoyed with the Press, he 
showed so much concern that he literally 
jumped at the chance, organised the mini- 
conference himself, and devoted a long hour 
of a recent race morning to an earnest es- 
pousal of his personal points of view. 

We an with the (for some people) 

i matter of the Nurburgring. 


My jponscnel opinion is that the Nurburgring is 
too dangerous to drive on nowadays. Because, if I 
go to Paul Ricard or any other permanent circuit 
and something breaks on my car, the wing falls 
off, the suspension fails, I have a 70/30 percent 
chance that I will be all right or I will be dead. 
Because of the circumstances of the circuit. 

We're not capa gg at I make a mistake. If I 
make a mistake and I 


myself, this is my risk in motor racing. I have to 
be fit. I have to be mentally free to drive my car 
concentrated on not eae mistakes. 
So. Nurburgring, if you have any failure on the 
car, hundred percent death. 
You had a big accident there three years ago and 
ot out ofit OK. 

es, | was lucky. I was sliding six hundred metres 
and if they had a brick wall ... you know what I 
mean. You can have accidents and the car is just 
in a thousand press and you get out of it, you 
have nothing, if you are lucky. You know. I can’t 
rely on luck. 

ou know why Hailwood is alive? Because he 
was lucky. Normally, there is no way out of an 
accident like this. 

I look at other circuits, where the safety facili- 
ties provide a much easier, a much safer driving, 
and I compare to the Nurbursying with 260 
kilometre-an-hour jumping — only God saves you. 
So therefore I think it is too dangerous. I was 
against the Nurburgring because I think it should 
be like any other circuit, up to the standards. Why 
do they do the work, if the Nurburgring doesn’t? 


myself, then tough shit. - 
If I have been so stupid to make a mistake, to kill. 


They say, we are 22 kilometres long. But they 
don’t say, we have 300,000 spectators. You know 
what I mean. They make more money, they are 
going to haveto spend it. 


You do believe they have enough money to do 
everything you want them todo? 
I don’t know. The best thing is to shorten the 
lace. Leave in as many jumps as you want, leave 
in as many hairy places as you want, but just 
make the guardrail to be back 30 metres. So if 
really something happens, you don’t go like Hail- 
wood straight in. 
You say the jumps are OK, the difficult places are 
OK, you would be happy to use the entire circuit 
as long as they move the guardrail back? 
Sure. I don’t care what they do, but they should 
bring it up to normal standards. As long as, you 
know, on a jump where easy something can go 
wrong with my car, I need runoff. All I want is to 
have, the more dangerous it is, the wider I need 
runoff area. 

I was there when they had the drivers’ meeting, 
to say what to do. Some people said that for the 
sport we have to go this year to help the organ- 
izers. We should be cooperative and all that. My 
opinion was that the risk is too high that some 
body gets killed or badly hurt, just to be fair. I 
think the risk involved in being fair is too much. 

But this is my personal opinion. I am a member 


of the GPDA, and we voted, and the vote was to 
go. Some of the drivers think for the it’s 
very important we can’t kill a race Eke this. But 


> 
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Niki Lauda 


continued 


we go this year only, and next year they have to. 
modify it. 

Didn’t you feel that it was important not to killa 
race like the Nurburgring? 
For me the ee is, easily somebody can get 
killed there. I think human life is more important 
than more bloody motor racing. 

The question now‘is, what is more important, 
that you see at the Nurburgring Mister Lauda 
jumping farther than Mr. Guy Edwards, ten 
metres more, really struggling to get out there to 
the Schwalbenschwanz and maybe in the race 
somebody gets killed; or you see maybe a little bit 
less hairy driving but at least safer for the 
drivers. Pe 
Don’t you think that motor racing is a very spe- 
cial sport, because it has a sense of danger, and 
don’t you think this is what captures the imagin- 
ation of the public, andis there not a danger that if 


the drivers make racing safe, or look safe, they'll - 


lose much of the interest from the public? 

Depends. If the public comes to see blood and, 
death, OK, these people will go. But I think the 
majority are coming to see good motor racing. 
This doesn’t mean fire, blood and death, it means 
Beene driving, sliding maybe, different cars, 

ifferent nationalities, racing, challenge, risk. 
If we look back in the past, why is the develo 


ment of safety coming up? Because id et y- 


understands there is no point in just ki 
people. The sport, it doesn’t get better, it gets 


“The only thing | want is that the 
driver is not a dummy, just watch- 
ing the way the guardrail is going to 
hit his face. The human driver, as a 
human being, should always have 
the possibility until his last second 
to try to change things, that he 
doesn’t get killed. That’s all 1 want, 
that | don’t be the dummy.” © 


worse. If you say, motor sport is only good 
because every year one guy or two guys are being 
killed, OK, you have a different opinion. If you 
say the people come to see people dead, I wouldn’t 


understand. I wouldn’t understand them at all. 


Then I’m completely out of it. 
And this is why you want to change the ‘Ring,. 
with run-offareas? _ 

Only .in case of technical failures. I made a mis- 
take, and I hit the guardrail head on, I’m dead, 
tough shit. The drivers have to try to stay alive, 
working precisely, being fit. But what happens if 
something comes off these bloody cars? 
engineers in motor racing with degrees from Uni- 
versity and whatever; always things falling off. 
By ecause we drive on the limit. 

If you would take a bicycle, every day you want 
to go quicker, it will break all the time. Logic. 
Because this is doing development. But do we 
have to take the risk, the drivers, to get killed 
‘because of a logical development? No. So you 
have to do something outside, on the circuit, 
because you can calculate everything but it still 
breaks. 

The only thing I want is that the driver is not a 
dummy, just watching the way the | Lacie is 
going to hit his face. The human driver, as a 

uman being, should always have the possibility 
until his last second to try to change things, that 
he doesn’t get killed. Because to be a dummy, to 
sit in something and do nothing, just to watch 
when you get killed, is not funny, I think. It’s not 
good for the people; if we would be an animal, all 
ight, I haveno brains, so. 
ut this is the only concern to me, to Dre the 
safety bp to that point where the driver is at least 
able to do a little bit that he is just hurt, maybe, if 
ee ing comes off my car or somebody hits me. 
That’s all I want, that I don’t bethe dummy.” 
Is motor racing a sport for you which you actually 
enjoy! 
I enjoy the challenge of working with cars, prepar- 


e have. 


work with the machine, with the engine, with the 
tyres, everything. This I enjoy. And if you want 
to call it a sport, all right, but I think the word 
sport is wrong. You need to createa new word for, 
for motor racing. Half sport, half technic. 

A lot of people appear to think it should be a 
sport, that it should be colorful, enjoyable, 


flamboyant... 


-Depends how competitive it is. You know what I 


mean. If there are, let’s say, two people competi- 
tive, everybody enjoys it. One of the two will win. 
Easy life. All the rest know there is no way they 
are going to win. So they go for the sport, for 
enjoyment, to go with the women, to have drinks; 
you know what I mean. 

But nowadays unfortunately there are 30 
Formula 1 cars Practicing. 30, and maybe ten who 
can win. Each of us has first to qualify, and then 
ten people can win. A big difference. That means 
you have to work much more, and therefore all the 
rest, the nice enjoyment, is gone, because the 
word ‘“‘work” took place where the “enjoyment”’ 
was. 

There’s no time left, because the day only has 
twelve hours. 

That's partly you that has made that change, you 
and Ferrari, testing and testing all the time. 

Yeah. It’s the way to go. As you see. 

You speak of enjoying the technical challenge of 
devslople the car. Do you actually enjoy driving 
it 

Yes, sure, I enjoy it. It’s wrong to say I enjoy the 
driving plus the technic. I enjoy first the driving 
and then the technic. 

Do you enjoy dicing with other drivers? 

Yes. If it’s necessary, yes. 

What are the races so far this year that you’ve 


‘enjoyed? 


Listen, every Grand Prix is bloody hard work! All 
the pressure. To say I ony now the next two 
hours coming up, no, I wouldn’t say. Because it’s 
bloody hard, bloody difficult, and you know a lot 
of things can happen. A lot of question marks. 

I think the enjoyment will stop when the race 
comes, because then I want to be as accurate and 
precise as possible. Todo my job. | a 

But I enjoy all the work before, the, the, you 
know what I mean, to get to this point. This is 
what I enjoy. 

It’s the same thing when you write an article, 
for example. You first just put all the ideas down 
quickly, brbrbrbrbrp! This you enjoy. After, you 
have to go and check if everything is right, to 
make it fit the space, to cut away a bit, to adda 
mn bit. This for sure you don’t enjoy. It’s diffi 
cult. 

You obviously have experience in writing! 

No, but I try to think what it must be. So you 
understand, with my car before the race I did all 
my brbrbrbrbrp! and I havea good car, but now I 
must do the work. 

So it’s not sport, it’s not technic, it’s hard work. 
It’s getting the best out of the machine. 

To get the best out of the possibility I have. Even 
if I finish a race, for example, I am tenth, I might 
be happier being tenth one day than if I would win 
the race. Because maybe, in the race I won, I 
made mistakes, and maybe when I was tenth I 
didn’t make any mistakes and tenth was the 
maximum I could do with the car. 

For example, winning the, oh, the Monte Carlo 
Grand Prix, I made no mistakes, none. It was for 
me a better win than Zolder. Because in Zolder I 
made a big cockup. I thought something broke on 
my car, when I hit the oil, and I slowed right 
down. I was going to go into the pits. Took me 
half a lap to realize, it’s only oil, and Clay nearly 
caught me up. 

So I was upset after Zolder. I nearly threw the 
victory away, thinking something broke, but I 
just hit some oil I didn’t see. This is a cockup, a 
mistake, I never should do. I was upset. 

I try to do the best with the possibilities I get. 
If ees happy about myself, then everything’s all 
right. 

Can you keep yourself at this kind of level of per 
fection all the time? 


_ After a GP I need at least two days, no cars. The 


worst for me, it’s happened a couple of times, is a 
test laid out the day after a race. It’ impossible for 
me to do. Because I’m tired. I’m tired and weak. 
When you’re tired you can’t feel the bloody car, 
and when you're tired you’re not concentrating. 
It’s a risk, not to be hundred percent concentra- 
ted. It’s a risk to be weak and drive the car. It’s a 
risk and what for I should take it? So I need 
Monday and Tuesday at least to be relaxed, at 
home. : 
How do you relax, Niki? 

Sleep. Go home, sleep. 


Leone 
Facing page: Niki’s shattered 312T at Barcelona 
last year (top). Police protection for_the_world 
champion at Monza (centre left). It all hap in 
here: the Ferrari 312T2 (lower lef. Lauda leads 
the 1975 German GP (far righi). 


I can’t sleep anymore in the afternoon, which 
sometimes I do. Two years ago I slept 12 hours, 
now I sleep nine and I can’t sleep any more. Be- 
cause I’m getting tired, I’m getting overrevved. 
Sure, because if you do things every day, you 
know, travelling, heat, cold, Brazil, ten hours time 
difference, back, testing, you know what I mean, 
for ~ is tiring. I don’t know about the other 
people. 

This is why I just can’t do everything on the 
outside which everybody wants me to do. I can’t 
go and speak to the papley please the public, 
when in the same time I am so tired that I lose all 
my strength. The most important thing is having 
16 races a year. To calculate the season. There’s+ 
no point in rushing like hell the first ten races, and 
in the last six you're just finished. Because you 
can’t cope with testing, travelling, racing, speak- 
ing, signing autographs. I’m only a, a, human 
being. I only have one body. I only have that 
much strength, and that strength I have to . 
divide, during the season. To be able to be fit in 
Tokyoas I am fit in Brazil. 

Therefore. As soon as I realize I am getting 
tired, because I have to test too much or it’s too 
hot, or whatever, I just close everything and try 
to save myself. There’s no way I’m going to wear 
myself out just to be a good World Champion. 
That the people say, “Lauda! Fantastic! He 
makes jokes, the whole thing . . .” You know? But | 
it’s my substance which goes away. 

To win races I have to be strong and fit. But the — 
night before the race they say, Oh, I havea party 
and you must come, and it is at eleven o'clock the 
night before the Monaco Grand Prix; OK, I was — 


there, I said hello to him, I said hello to her, and I 
left the same moment. Because it’s no point, to 
stay around, to shake hands, to keep smiling, so 


people will say, “Oh, Lauda is here, very nice guy, 
sympatique, smoking with us” — you know what 
I mean. Because I have to drive the next day. 
They enjoy, they watch, eh look. I risk my life 
and I have to win. Because I’m employed to win. 

If I don’t I will get half money and I’m finished. 
So which is important? To make the big show, 
to have long hair, to be in the evening around with 
girls, to live, I don’t know, the y dey boy life, arrive 
with a Rolls-Royce or a Cadillac, whatever — or to 

be able to win. I think to win is the better show. 
Oo 


This week's 
centre spread 


Mike Wilds driving the P. R. Reilly/Roger 
Springett Racing team’s ex-works Shadow 
DN&3B. The car illustrated is actually the 
chassis which was written off at the recent 
ShellSport European 5000 Championship 
round at Mallory Park. The team built up a 
completely new chassis for the John Player 
British Grand Prix at Brands Hatch, and 
Wilds just missed qualifying for the 
Formula 1 race, the car having arrived at 
the circuit without turning a wheel before. 

The team is contesting the ShellSport 
Championship with sponsorship from P. R. 
Reilly Ltd, the Dublin-based car compo- 
nent/accessory importers and distributors. 
The P. R. Reilly concern has branch offices 
in Newry, Glasgow, Rugby and Northamp- 
ton, and the last-named town provides the - 
base for the racing team’s operations. 
Supplementary sponsorship comes from 
the Italian-developed oil additive, ‘‘Plus 
One” Special Oil Treatment, for which P. 
Reilly hold the franchise for the UK and 

ire. 

The team started the season with the ex- | 
George Follmer Shadow DN1, which was 
driven in F5000 events by Richard Scott ‘ 


and Lella Lombardi. Prior to the Mallory 
Park crash, it had been hoped to run Lella 
in a DN3B, but now the team has only one 


Nevertheless, this 
for the 
at a Grand 


spare monocoque. 
enthusiastic team has many 
future, including another 
Prix, possibly in Austria. 


Onlls eR 
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The club in decline 


Current trends in men’s fashion are turning the 
gentleman’s necktie into the sartorial equivalent 
of the dodo. Which is sad because with the demise 
of the necktie goes that great British traditional 
institution — the Club. 

Were neckties more fashionable I am sure we 
would see the instigation and formation of more 
clubs. I see many recent opportunities that have 
sadly gone by the board because of this. 

How about The WNon-Finishers Club, for 
example? Max Mosley and Robin Herd with their 
4-car March team with an impressive string of 
failures as Joint Presidents. 

Then there’s the Non-Starters Club. The sadly 
bemused Jacky Ickx must be a certain candidate 
for the Presidency of this one. Four non-GP starts 
should be sufficient qualification. The slightly 
damp but very wealthy Formula Twoster Ian 
Grob with almost a full season of failures to make 
the grid in European F2 events should make a 
good non-running mate for him in the elections for 
the Kraven & ; 

The fast talking Guy Edwards is in the unique 
position of being able to choose membership of 
either one. 

Then there’s the slightly more exclusive I’ve 
Been Disqualified From a Grand Prix Club. 
Messrs Hunt, Watson, Regazzoni and Laffite 
could form an elite corps of Founder Members 


with the Presidency going to James who has two - 


to his credit. 
Ferrari, Brabham and ell might like to form 
a Grand Prix Protesters Club enlisting March and 


Copersucar as Associate Members. 

cond thoughts. Maybe it’s just as well ties 
aren’t fashionable. If these clubs were formed 
someone would have to write rules. If there were 
rules there would be wrangles. I don’t think I 
could cope with the Daily Mail front pages telling 
me how James was eppealing eponeet the decision 
to throw him out of the IBDFGPC because he’d 
been reinstated as the winner of the Spanish GP. 


Power Game in Paris 


Speak to the hapless and less than popular CSI 
Secretary Claude le Guezec arid ask him if it is 
true that he has received his notice to quit and he 
will deny it. 

Why then should my man in Paris tell me that a 
private room in a well-known hostelery not a 
million miles from the Place Vendome has been 
booked by a distinguished group of insiders for Le 
Guezec’s farewell party at the end of the month. 
As we went to Press, news arrived from the CSI 
confirming that M. Le Guezec had indeed been 
replaced as Secretary by M. Yvon Leon.... 


Brave face 


For a firm with over a quarter of a million pounds 
imvested in their racing programme this year Ley- 
land did the right thing in mounting one of the 
biggest and most: impressive marquees at the 
Grand Prix. 

One had the feeling that it was a booking made 
at the time of the announcement of the ill-starred 
Jaguar racing programme and one they would like 
to have been able to cancel. 

But they put on a bold front and made one of 
their star exhibits their, yet-to-finish-a-rally, TR7. 


Sedly prosaic, the company’s image-builder 
gerived being towed by a Land Rover of the Car 
Recovery Club. 


Ripples in Ripley? 


Is Ken Tyrrell about to buy a fresh water fish 
soquarium? Has he developed an interest in Swe- 
@sh cukural matters? The answer is no to both 
Questions. 

But why then is he having so many meetings 
with Ronnie Peterson 


“I’m not saying... ." 


I’m sure Derek Gardner would not have approved 
of Jody Scheckter’s appraisal to Keith Duck- 
worth of his brainchild, the revolutionary 6-wheel 
Elf-Tyrrell. 

Keith, armed with his deadpan native curiosity, 
arrived in the Tyrrell garage bet ween practice ses- 
sions and obviously wanted to know from Jody 
what the 6-wheeler felt like to drive. 

“It’s not really very complicated,” said Jody in 
a delightfully dismissive fashion. “You steer it 
through corners mostly on the throttle, this 
(pointing at the steering wheel) is for hanging on 
to ? 


Keith was equally noncommittal to Jody’s en- 
quiries about the desirability of a McLaren-style 
6-speed gearbox. 

till probing, Keith asked, “Why are your 
Brands times not like your Swedish times?” “It’s 
not that easy”, said Jody. ‘Brands today isn’t 
even like Brands was yesterday.” 

Still playing the game of nobody gives inform- 
ation to anyone I left them with Keith answering 
questions about his much-publicized new F1 
engine with detailed explanations of why a flat-8 
engine would never ever work. 


Wolf howling Lauda? 


While other team owners resorted to the rule 
books in vain attempts to improve their fortune 
over the weekend, Walter Wolf chose himself 


more profound reading material. 

The dollar-rich Austro-Canadian oil man was 
deep into As I see It, the autobiography of oil 
billionaire J. Paul Getty (W.H. Allen, £6). Wolf 


Pan 
ae : by Nick Brittan 


has more outgoing style than the late recluse — a 
cavalcade of highly polished Mercedes, Rolls 
Royces and even a paddock commuting motor 
cycle with his name in gold lettering on the tank. 
But his foray in Grand Prix racing, cheque book 
at the ready, and his purchase of the lacklustre 
Williams team has not yet produced Gett 


-success. Current rumour suggests that heiso 


na a Lauda a cool quarter of a million 

to leave Ferrari and create an all-new car and team 
eed what Paul Getty would think about 
that? : \- 


Learning from James? 


Doing the right thing for your sponsors is im 
tant in motor racing. Noel Edmonds, BBC’s 
cheeky disc jockey racer, had a neat idea which 
worked well. , 

The beared Castrol-sponsored DJ apres on 
the grid at the wheel of a ShellSport Escort for 
the celebrity race with both the drivers and pas- 
sengers windows wound down. As the grid cleared 
at the two minute signal he wound up both 
windows to reveal large Castrol stickers. Neat. 


The Two Ronnies... ? 


Ronnie Peterson was in rare form over the GP 
weekend displaying his wry, dry Swinglish 
humour. After the first day of practice John 
Watson, with whom he’d been level-pegging for 
grid times, asked if he was going home that night 
to his Maidenhead house. 

“Yes,” replied Ronnie. And added almost as an 
afterthought, “but don’t worry, I’ll be back 
tomorrow.” 

On race day a daring move by Patrick Depailler 
almost took Ronnie off on the run up to Druids. 
Post-race, Ronnie appeared at the Tyrrell motor- 
home enquiring if Patrick was around. 

Did he wish to discuss the incident with Patrick 
and make trouble, asked a bystander. ‘‘No I don’t 
wish to make trouble,” said Ronnie with a charm- 
ing smile. “Patrick has his time cut out coping 
with the trouble he makes for himself.” 


Ticket to ride 


Answers on a postcard please to Peter Ashcroft, a 
puzzled Ford Competition boss. Having filled in 
the entry form for Timo Makinen to compete in 
the South African Total Rally he was then con- 
fronted with an.application form for a work 
permit. 

State one reason why this job could not be done 
by a local inhabitant. Is there a one-line answer to 
that question? 


Above: Walter gets tips from the master — but does he need them? Below: Zully Romtulla (resides, 


Africa) does thejob locally for Datsun on the Safari. 


Chris Meek overtakes Colin Blower on his way to another predictable victory with his BIBA Cosmetics Lotus Europa. — 


CADWELL PARK 


Cook heads Applegarth 


Very full entry lists and fine weather 
blessed the Northern Centre of the BRSCC 
at their regular midsummer pilgrimage to 


that most scenic of British circuits Cadwell - 


Park on Sunday. With a programme of 


mainly production car races on offer the — 


rather thin crowd were assured of value for 
their entrance money and saw Mike Brad- 
ley, Chris Meek, Paul Taft, Peter Harring- 
ton, Bob Morey, Richard De La Rue, Neil 
MacGrath and Derek Cook win their respec- 
tive races after some excellent racing. 

To open the proceedings the Debenhams Escort 
Challenge contenders took to the track and the 
usual ioe speed train of cars created havoc all 
round the circuit with the lead being held by 
Wayne Wainright until lap four when he went 
awry approaching the Mountain; the resultin 
two-wheel driving stunt a visit to the pits an 
retirement then let eventual winner Denis 
Bradley through. Second place man David Da 
Costa was overcome by the leaders’ indiscretion 
and a marker cone dropped him a couple of aa 
but regained hiscomposureand second place by the 
flag to be followed home by a hard charging John 
Waterman. In fourth place Neil McGrath fully 
justified the loan of Colin Eccles’ car after Eccles 
had decided to withdraw in order to give McGrath 
a chance at some more championship points. 

With Rod Gretton on holiday,.it was left to 
Colin Blower and Stewart Halstead to try and 
take a TVR home ahead of Chris Meek in the 
Europa: needless to say they failed yet again, 
Meek winning by some 40 seconds from Charles 
Morgan (Morgan Plus 8) after Blower had spun on 
lap 3 and then rejoined in his old position on the 
road but a lap down. This led to a fine battle 
behind Meek but to some rare old confusion to the 
timekeepers who gave him second overall and 
winner of Class C, but trusting your reporter's 
efficient lapcharter, the results as given by the 
club are herewith amended. In Class B Chris 
Alford (1.6 TVR) had another win from Doc Grif- 
fiths (MGB) and the diminutive Valli beat all her 
rivals to come in nearly ten seconds ahead of 
Amnon Needham’s Austin Healey. 

Continuing the production car theme the 
1275GT Mini event was next on the line-up and in 
this event sad to say there was little place 
changing once the order had been established as 
aft, Roger Saunders, Geoff Till and Mal- 

ate. 
ate Formula Ford round was a Peter 

m (Lotus 69) benefit after he had 
original leader Nick Orford (Merlyn) on 
the first lap, and although Orford never gave up 


Harrin 


he could only keep a reasonable distance ahead of 
third place man Bryan Househam (Van Dieman) 
without being able to recatch Harrington who 
won by over seconds. In fourth place at the 
fmish. Alam Sui (Crossle) just had the edge 
on Yves Serazm who found himself in fifth 


on the penultimate lap with the demise of David 
Dickson (Royale). 

A low entry and non-starting of some of the 
larger capacity cars allowed the 1.3 Mini brigade 
to dominate the Special Saloon race, the first non- 
Mini finisher being the 1.3 Escort of R. Curzon in 
fifth place. For most of theeight laps Geoff Byman 
led the broadly similar Mini of Bob Morey but on 
the last lap, just after the Mountain, the Byman 
car slowed with a broken driveshaft aaents 
Morey to take the surprise win of the day. Secon 
overall and winner of the up to 1000cc class was 
the rapid Mini of William Barrett just under one 
second behind the winner but some twenty-four 
seconds ahead of the close scrapping Minis of 
Owen Corrigan and Ian Rogerson. 

Cooper Oil certainly lubricates something well 


Geoff Till takes a wide line behind Roger 
Saunders during the 1275GT Mini race. 


as there were Clubmans cars sliding off the track 
at every conceivable corner and opportunity in 
their Championship round which was eventually 
won by Richard De La Rue whose Mallock was in 
just the right place to benefit from the disena 
ance on lap 9 of the then leader, Nick Adams 
(Mallock) who assaulted the Armco at the 
Mountain. Jim Yardley brought his Beagle out for 
a walk and came home second while Richard 
Mallock, in one of the family creations, had a 
lonely run in third place after dropping from an 
early second spot. 

After the out and out racing cars the circuit was 
once again assailed by the howling of production 
car tyres, this time fitted to the Renault 5s, which 
proceeded to put on a very tame show, for them 
that is. Neil McGrath took the lead at the start 
and never lost it but the second and third placed 
cars of Barry Williams and Divina Galica (“good 
practice for the FF2000 round here”) really put on 
a good show to finish in that order but only 0.4s 
apart. No retirements were recorded and fastest 
lap went to McGrath setting a new record. 

ven with a misfire for the full twelve laps and 
an oil warning light on for the last four of those 
Derek Cook (Chevron B27) was still able to win 
the Libre event from the front all the way and set 
fastest lap. Second placed from flag to flag was 
the consistent combination of Joe Applegarth and 
Brabham BT23 Richard Dutton (Elden) and 
Wally Liles (Merlyn) had a race-long dice which 
was decided in favour of Dutton after Liles 
flagged a little in the second half. 
PAUL BOOTHROYD 


BRSCC Debenhams Escort Challenge round (8 laps): 1, Dennis 
Bradley, 15m 55.4s, 67.82mph; 2, David de Costa, 15m_56.4s; 3, 
John Waterman, 15m 59.2s; 4, Neil McGrath, 16m 02.4s; 5, Graham 
Hollis, 16m 08.8s; 6, Derek Speight, 16m 19.8s. Fastest lap: Bill 
Postins, 1m 56.8s, 69.34mph. 

Direct Tapes Production Sports Car Championship round (8 laps)> 
Overall & £3,000-£4,000; 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Europa), 14m 38.8s, 
73.73mph; 2, Charles Morgan (8.5 Morgan), 15m 19.0s; 3, Stewart 
Halstead (3.0 TVR), 15m 30.4s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 46.4, 
76.12mph. £2000 to £3000): 1, Chris Alford ue 6 TVR); 2, Doc Grif- 
fiths (1.8 MGB); 3, Gerry Brown (1.8 MGB). Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 
548s, 70.55mph. Up to £2000: 1, Valli (1.5 MG); 2, Amnon 
Needham (1.3 Austin Healey); 3, Dave Karaskas (1.3 Austin-Healey). 
Fastest lap: David Dalton (1.3 MG), 2m 03.6s, 65.53mph. 

Leyland Cars National Mini 1275 GT Challenge round (8 laps): 1, 
Paul Taft, 15m 33.2s, 69.43 mph; 2, Roger Saunders, 15m 37.6s; 3, 
Geoff Till, 15m 51.2s; 4, Malcolm Legate, 15m 54.2s; 5, Alan 
Curnow, 16m 09.8s; 6, Glyn Swift, 16m 15.2s. Fastest lap: Taft, lm 
55.0s, 70.43 mph. ‘ 

Tate Trophy Formula Ford 1600 (12 laps): 1, Peter Harrington 
Lotus-Scholar 69F), 20m 12.2s, 80.18mph; 2, Nick Orford one: 

ord Mk23), 20m 27.4s; 3, Bryan Househam (Van Dieman RF ). 
20m 33.8s; 4, Alan Stringer (Crossle-Minister 30F), 20m 532s; 5, 
Yves Sarazin (Tiga), 20m 55.8s; 6, Richard Wills (MRE), 20m 58.2s. 
Fastest lap: Harrington, 1m 39.8s, 81.16mph. 

la: Tire and Auto Centres Special Saloons (8 laps): 1, Bob Morey 
(1.3 Mini), 14m 33 6s, 74.17mph; 2, William Barrett (1.0 Mini), 14m 
34,2s; 3, Owen Corrigan (1.3 Mini), 14m 58.0s; 4, lan Rogerson (1.3 
Mini), 14m 58.4. Over 1300cc: R. F. Curzon (1.3 Escort), '0.78mph; 
no other finishers. 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Morey, 2, Corrigan; 3, 
Rogerson. Fastest lap: Geoff Byman (1.3 Mini), 1m 45.6s, 76.70 

ph. Upto 1000cc 1, Barrett; 2, Jim Tully (1.0 Cooper S); 3, Peter 
aa AS 0 Anglia) Easiest lap: plana ot ag ey Mk 

ern Clubmans Racin rs Oils 

round (10 bape: Overall and 1600ce Fully Modified: 1, Richard De ta 
Rue (Mallock U2), 15m 45.0s, 85.71mph; 2, Jim Yardley (Beagle). 
15m 48.4s; 3, Richard Mallock (Mallock), 16m 19.8s; 4, Tony Norton 
(Gryphon), 16m 41.8s. Fastest lap: Ray ire (Maliock U2), 1m 30.2s 
89.80mph. 1600cc F. Ford Engine: 1, Dud Mosely (Maliock); 2, Ken 
Brown (Mallock); 3, D. Cressy (Mallock), 17m 23.0s. Fastest lap: 
Mosely, 1m 37.4s, 83.16mph. 


Renault 5 Elf Challenge round (8laps): 1, Neil McGrath, 17m 374s, 
61.28mph; 2, Barry Williams, 17m 422s; 3, Davina Galica, 17m 
426s; 4, Charles Hoare, 18m 03.0s; 5, John Bell, 18m 6. K 
bancolays 18m 05.8s. Fastest lap: McGrath, 2m 100s, 

BRSCC Northern Formule Libre Championship round (12 1, 


ampio 
Derek Cook (1.6 Chevron-B27 BDA), 18m 14 2s 88 83mph; 2. Joe 
(16 Brabham BT23C) 19m 312s, 3, Ri 


20 19m 39.45, 4. Wally 26 19m 44.85 5. 
— ey (1.6 Maliock U2). 19 47 Os. 6. Ken Bevwn (1 6 ier 
U2) 19m 466 Fastest lag Cook Im 282.91 83aph. 


MALLORY PARK 


In the Sunoniz Special Saloon Car race, Tony Rosen’s Can v8 leads. Nick Whiting’s 


Libre win for Musetti 


The tremendous achievement of Ron and 
Edwina Overend of the BRSCC Midland 
Centre in taking over the dying Hagley and 
District LCC meeting at seemingly impos- 
sibly short notice was rewarded last Sunday 
with a highly enjoyable afternoon’s club 
racing, each race having plenty of starters 
except for the Formula Super Vee event. 
John Webb showed his appreciation of the 
effort by making a special visit to present a 
case of champagne to the Overends. 


Plenty of FF1600s ensured two heats, the first 
won as he pipaeed by local star John Bright in his - 


Royale RP21. Indeed it was something of a 
Royale benefit for Barry Pigot and Tom Wood in 
their RP21s argued over second, sharing the same 
time in the end with the former just in front, while 
Nigel Mansell, in only his fourth race, impressed 
48 poking a close fourth in an elderly Hawke 

Most of the expected Mini-Sevens and Miglias 
were lost at the last minute to Llandow, which left 
a motley collection of 1-litre saloons to contest 10 
laps. Malcolm Johnstone’s ex-Calcutt Imp pulled 


out such an enormous lead in the early stages that — 


he was able to back right off towards the end 
when a driveshaft doughnut split and still finish 
ahead of Neil Totman in the Allen BDA-engined 
Mini which Sedric Bell used to drive so quickly. 
Totman had been penalised for start-jumping 
anyway but this did not lose him second overall to 
Peter Bell’s Cooper S. Colin Bigmore’s Miglia 
Mini was only 0.8s behind Bell, after heading him 


for much of the race, while the 850 class was left _ 


to Mini-Se7ens after Cliff Watts had the gear 
lever of his Imp snap off at the roots. Derek 
Hawkins won altar the closely challenging Dick 
Bost had spun at the hairpin with three laps left. 

The leading positions in the second FF heat 
never altered but it was very close for all that. 
Derek Daly made a fine start from the outside of 
the front row in his Hawke DL15 and stayed 
nicely ahead of no less than five Royales — Jim 
Walsh, Matthew Argenti and Trevor van Rooyen 
in the first bunch, and Stuart Veitch and Alex 
Hawkriage in the second. On the last lap van 
Rooyen lost ground at Gerards while Argenti’s 
challenge to Walsh, having his first race since 
crashing at Oulton, just failed to come off. 

Once Val Musetti had put his F2 March-BDX 
ahead of John Wingfield’s Ralt RT1 on the fifth 
lap of the MCD Open Single Seater championship 
round, he disappeared into the distance, lapping 
ell but Wingers before the end. Gerry Marshall’s 
“better half’ had an agricultural moment at the 
hairpin when under pressure from Nick Whiting’s 

port F1 Surtees TS16, which had made a 

bad start when the engine died but recovered 
ickly from fifth on the first lap. Indeed, 
iting was going so well he might have chal- 
lenged Musetti, but it was not to be for the gear- 
box stuck in fourth after nine laps and that was 
that. Of the rest John Bowtell’s Atlantic March 
74B stayed ahead of Ronnie Grant's Super Vee 


Taurus for third, two laps in arrears, while Adrian 
Russell went well in his GRD 372 to recover from 
an appalling start to make fifth, and might well 
have done better had he not spent several laps 
being sprayed by liquids from Ian Stronach’s 
slow F5000 McRae GM1. Musetti broke his own 
Formule Libre record. 

The entry for the Simoniz special saloon round 
was one of the best this year although a sad non- 
starter was Peter Baldwin, who crashed his very 
fast Mini-BDA at the Esses in practice, bein 
removed to hospital for observation with mild 
concussion. This to some extent set the tone for 
the race for, at the first corner, the Chevrolet 
Camaro of Doug Emms punted Graham Goode’s 
1300 Escort-BDA into the barrier and both 
retired. The lead was taken by Tony Rosen’s ex- 
Mick Hill Capri closely peeuee by Nick 
Whiting’s familiar Escort and Vince Woodman’s 
V6 hy ioe Tony Strawson’s Capri had failed to 
start from pole position without a push but he 
was carving through the field in fearsome style. 
After stringing out a little, the three leaders 
closed up on the last two laps, while Strawson was 
up to fourth but unable to progress further. The 
grille of the Escort came loose, unconnected with 
any bodily contact apparently, and then the 
leader ran out of brakes at the hairpin on the last 
lap as Whiting came up on the inside. The Escort 
went ahead to lead down Devil’s Elbow, while 
Rosen put the power down too soon, lost the 
Capri, and smote the armco hard in front of the 
timekeepers before coming to rest by the paddock 
entrance in the middle of the track. Woodman 
crossed the line a close third on the grass in avoid- 
ance while the rest slowed and stopped before the 
line including 1300 class winner Freddy Heaney, 


whose Cooper S was way ahead of the rest. Rosen 


was unhurt and classified second. 


After all that excitement, and a long delay while 
the Camaro in particular was dragged in, a rather 
tedious Super Vee race took place led all the way 
by John Morrison’s Lola T326. Ronnie Grant’s 
Taurus was close, as was Bruce Venn’s Elden, but 
never close enough to make a proper dice, and the 
same went for the contest for fourth between Bill 
Burley’s Royale and Mike Catlow’s Supernova. 
Peter White’s Royale RP19 non-started with 
engine problems caused by some new cylinder 
heads he was trying. 

Ian Marshall’s ex-GLTL Lotus 47 won the mod- 
sports race as indeed it should but it was made to 
struggle by the Vickers Midget of Geoff Weeks, 
who won the 1500 class and broke his own record 
on the way. Ian Hall’s Mini-Jem, following a 
quick trip to Coventry to reset the suspension 
after practice, was chasing Weeks when a wire 
came off the coil. After a quick stop, he rejoined to 
finish fifth behind the Turner of 
Frank Swanston’s Midget. 

The Monoposto Formula race was one of the 


_ Taurus- 


ark Hales and 


scort BDG and Vince Woodman’s Capri V6. —~ 


came round in the lead. Then it was the latter’s 
turn to have back marker problems and Coombs 
was in the lead again on lap 13. However, just two 
laps later a driveshaft doughnut on the Manta 
broke at the hairpin and Baillie was left with a 
convincing win ahead of Carl. ‘The. Streaker” 
Jeans in his very smart Lotus 35 which led Trevor 
Scarratt’s Brabham BT21B by a few yards for 
most of the race. The Revoray of Ray Thomas had 
been chasing this pele until a wheel came off at 
the Esses at half distance. Both Baillie and 
Coombs broke the two-year-old class record. 

The FF final seemed to be as securely Derek 
Daly’s as was the second heat but, after holding 
off all Jim Walsh’s attacks for 11 laps, the Irish- 
man had a nut on the gear linkage come loose and 
he had to pit. So it was Royales all the way with 
Walsh driving a fast, clean race to hold off the 
ever-present Bright, van Rooyen and Argenti. On 
the last lap Pigot just pipped Mansell for fifth 
while Irishman Michael ’s RP21, and Wood’s 
similar car had all but caught this pair on the last 


two laps. 
IAN TITCHMARSH 


Formula Ford 1600, heat 1.(10 laps): 1, John iy Ay (Royale-Smith 
RP21), 8m 39.2s, 93.61 mph; 2, Barry Pigot Reve le-Scholar RP21), 
8m 42.8s; 3, Tom Wood (Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 42.8s. Fastest 
lap: Bright 51.0s, 95.29mph. 

Special Saloons, Miglia Mini and Mini-Se7en Formulae to 
1000cc (10 laps): 1, Malcolm Johnstone (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 466s, 
82.85mph; 2, Neil Totman (1.0 Mini-Allen/BDA Clubman), 9m 57.8s; 
3, Peter Bell (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 7.2s. 851 to 1 class: 1, 
Johnstone, 8 ara ae 2, Totman; 3, Bell. Fastest lap: Johnstone, 
55.0s, 88.36mph. to 850cc class: 1, Derek Hawkins (848 Mini), 
75.49mph; 2, Paul Robinson (848 Mini); 3, Robert Slessor (850 
Mini). Fastest lap: Cliff Watts (850 Hillman Imp), 58.2s, 83.50mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 8m 33.2s, 94.70mph; 2, Jim Walsh (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 8m 35.0s; 3, Matthew Argenti (Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 
35.6s. Fastest lap: Walsh, Argenti and Trevor van Rooyen (Royale- 


Minister RP21), 50.4s, 96.43mph. : 

MCD Open Si Seater Championship round (25 laps): 1, Vai 
Musetti (2.0 March-Swindon/BDX gocp 18m 17.8s, 110.68mph; 2, 
John Wingfield (2.0 Ralt-Somers/B' RT1), 18m 36.6s; 3, John 
Bowtell ae March-Cosworth/BDA yabh 28 laps; 4, Ron Grant (FSV 

‘olt M24), 23 laps; 5, Adrian Russell (1.6 GRD-Swindon/- 
BDA 372), 23 laps; 6, Carl Jeans (1.6 Lotus-Holbay/Ford 35), 23 
laps. Fastest lap: Musetti, 42.6s, 114.08mph (record). . 

Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, Nick 
Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 8m 27.0s, 95.86mph; 2, Tony Rosen 
5.0 Ford Capri-Chevrolet V8), 8m 27.6; 3, Vince Woodman (3.0 

ord Capri V6), 8m 28.6s; 4, Tony Strawson (7.2 Ford Capri- 
Chevrolet V8), 8m 33.0s. Over 1300cc class: 1, Whiting, 95.86mph; 
2, Rosen; 3, Woodman; 4, Strawson; 5, Tony suEen (1.8 Ford 
Escort BDE); 6, Paul Storr (1.6 Ford Escort FVA). Fastest lap: 
Strawson, 48.4s, 100.41mph. 1001 to 1300cc class: 1, Freddy 
Heaney G3 Mini-Cooper S), 73.93mph; 2, Clinton Bourke (1.3 Mint 
Cooper S); 3, David Smith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 4, Tony Westbrook 
a3 Mini-Cooper 8) 5, David Carvell (1.3 Mini-Cooper 8); 6, Peter 

ichman (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Heaney, 53.4s, 91.01mph. 

Volkswagen (GB) Ltd Silver Cup Formula Super Vee Championship 
round (15 laps): 1, John Morrison (Lola-Daghorn T326), 12m 10.2s, 
99.84mph; 2, Ron Grant (Taurus-Rolt M24), 12m 11.8s; 3, Bruce 
Venn ( al iy aby 12m 12.4s; 4, Bill Burley (Royale- 
Heidegger RP18A), 12m 21.6s; 5, Mike Catlow Cure 
Heidegger BH3), 12m 22.6s; 6, Mark Litchfield (Elden-Rolt PH19), 
12m 25.8s. Fastest lap: Morrison, 47.8s, 101.67mph. 

Modified Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, !an Marshall (1.6 Lotus-Holbay/- 


- Ford 47 t/c), 9m 6.6s, 88.91mph; 2, Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG ic 


9m 8.2s; 3, Mark Hales (1.7 Turner-Ford Mk3 GT), 9m 20.2s. 

to 2000cc class: 1, Marshall, aba Ae 2, Hales; 3, John Palmer 
(1.8 TVR-Ford). Fastest lap: Marshall, 53.0s, 91.70mph. 1151 to 
1500cc class: 1, Weeks, 88.65mph; 2, Frank Swanston (1.4 MG 
Midget); 3, lan Hall (1.4 Mini-Jem Mk2). Fastest lap: Weeks, 53.4s, 
91.01mph (record). Up to 1150cc class: 1, Dick Bowdidge (1.0 
Davrian-Imp Mk1), 81.57mph; only finisher. Fastest lap: 


SVUULET SAT 


Sir Nick does it. 


Sir Nicholas Williamson took a superb 
victory at Bouley Bay last Thursday, 
winning the RAC Championship Runoff on 
the very last climb of the day in a record 
breaking 42.13s. With Sir Nick in complete 
control of the field and taking over two- 
thirds of a second off the old hill record both 
in practice and in the run-off, it was left to 
Championship leader Roy Lane to fend off 
the combined attack of Chris Cramer and 
Alister Douglas-Osborn — less than 0.2 
seconds dividing the second, third and 
fourth positions. 

The Bouley Bay hillclimb takes place over a 


thousand yard section of public road winding up — 


the cliff face from the rocky cove and includes 
three hairpin bends and two right angled corners. 
With an average speed of less than 50mph and a 
maximum of about 95mph, it makes an 
interesting comparison with Shelsley’s 74.00mph 
average abd Doune’s 78.97! 

With the emphasis of the meeting being heavily 
in favour of the single-seater Championship 
contenders, the entire entry was restricted to 
some fifty cars and fifteen motor cycles. The 
saloon car classes opened with Ron Hand giving 
two superb tyre smoking displays of how to drive 
an 1800cc Ford Anglia taking the unlimited 
pategory in 49.92s from Geoff Guille’s 1600cc 
Anglia (50.52s) and Chris Beck’s 1275cc Atlas 
Pape ‘S’ (50.59s). 

aurice Ogier’s Clan Crusader is no stranger to 
the mainland hills this year and this “extra 
eal enabled him to stay well clear of Kenny 
Thomson’s “Bona Togs” Clan. John Frampton 
(JDS Sphinx) and Rick Tostevin (Cooper T76) 
had a good battle for the up to 1100cce Racing Car 
Class with Frampton getting the verdict on 
49.28s. Following a somewhat disappointin 
meeting at Doune. Sir Nick Williamson decid 
upon a major engine rebuild for the March 741, 
entrusting the work to former hill-climber John 
Middleton. On his first class run, Williamson tied 
with Alister Douglas-Osborn’s similarly engined 
Motosail (Jersey) Pilbeam R22 on a new hill 
record of 42.69s and then moved into a clear lead 
at 42.:34s. ADO replied with an all-out rampage up 
the hill but could only get down to 42.42s, a time 
which nat him safely ahead of Roy Lane’s Fenny 
Marine GM1 which made a very sedate and very 
fast climb of 42.74s to stay just 0.02s ahead of 
Mike MacDowel’s magnificently driven 2.0 Ralt. 

The ideas about hoon hills” and “‘2-litre” hills 
die hard and the op Ten bduelee were evenly 
divided with Rob Turnbull’s 1600cc Brabham 


lying in sixth place and Mike MacDowel in fourth » : Ee 
Simon Riley’s disfigured Brabham BT33 finished out of the results (above). Roy Lane took the Ferry Marine 


ca * 


. sounds glorious following its rebuild. Though he 


‘ looked all set for another giant killing act in the 


_ : 
second runs gave the eight remammg 


lace just ahead of Chris Cramer’s 3.4 March. Ken 
acMaster started the Championship run off by 
taking the white Modus M4 up in a typically 
‘clean’ and well managed 44.25s to stay ahead of 
Martyn Griffiths’ Severn Advertising March 748 
which seemed to be suffering from a somewhat 
temperamental engine and could only make 
44.94s. John Cussins’ Chevron B32 had been well and Wh i 
up on his last year’s times in the class runs but trees it was clearly moving very fast — a we 
the final section of the course caught him out and controlled slide brought the car on line for Radio, 
he planted the nose of the car firmly intothebank 2 restrained entry brought the car quickly on line 
to damage the front suspension and prevent him from the exit for a great burst of acceleration to 
him across the finish in just 42.138s. A splendid 
day for Sir Nick with a new outright record on the 


nih 
id Franklin’s BMW unit in the March 742 
ehh, < ng MY genta last run and his first Championship victory for 


lost quite a lot of time out of the hairpins settling over t wo years. 
the car down before he could make use of the BOB COOPER: 
- acceleration on the straights (44.8s). Rob Turnbull RNG Hilcimb Champio nship 
und 8 — Bouley Bay 


Brabham when a drive shaft went on the first BTD: Sir Nicholas Williamson @.0 March-DFV 741) 42.12s 
corner. This left the job of Daniem tne times back (Record) aS TPE is ahaha See Pi 
; + 7 7 lass resuks: nowlan and (1. or ngila), 92S 
tha ee ionship trodard up a io yee h Maurice Ogier (1.0 Clan Crusader), 48.736: ally Langley $3 
locally sponsor runhalle Lager Marc Jaguar E Type), 50.54s; John Frampton (1.1 J.D.S. Sphinx), 49. 

76A, oe ae pecaepey achieved with a splendid ei + VANsOn Ao ie) see Ragsic Walle cacy), 4 
sounding and slightly “nose happy’ 42.63s. resco iehee Cheviot GM1), 42.49s; 3. Chris Cramer (4 
_ Mike MacDowell went like a rocket all day and herch Coma 76A), 42.575; 4, Alister Douglas-Osborn, 1266S: 5, 
it was 9 little surprising to find him, back on Weta Mere tats 7 Bart Prandin @oMarsRSM 
43.84s after the first runs, while Roy e also ot Sas 15d Meth bal apr pti 

: , 742), 43.86s; 8, Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March-420 R 74B), 43.95s; R. 
went slower than before to take 42.92s, to get to Turrbull (Brabham-Ford BT35) Ae J. Cussins (Chevron-Chevrolet 
one on: Alister ca yeas a clearl Magner Bee Kare not classified as they both failed to complete a timed run. 
the lead as soon as possible and just tried too har 
for a good run, his time of 42.83s reflecting this. 


C Hillclimb Championship (Positions after eight rounds): 1, 

Lane, 75pts; 2, Douglas-Osborn, 59; 3, Williamson, 49; 4, Cramer, 
Once again Sir Nick was clearly very fast and his 
— AAAI YY 4 ag: Soe, ee 


48; 5, MacMaster, 47; 6, Franklin, 33; 7, Griffiths, MacDowel, 
Cussins, 31; 10, Turnbull, 11. 


vane ag % 


&S $5 Co ghee 
~ 2 ay ieee 
Rome peer ee 


GMI to a fine s 
=F 


EOGL> 
ENN OREN 


et ROKER ETS 


WAL WES LERRES 


Franklin wins from Cramer 


David Franklin scored an outstanding win. 
with his 2.0 Huntsman March 742 at Val des 
Terres in Guernsey on Saturday. Driving on 
a surface which was far too smooth for the 
majority of cars and drivers to cope with 
adequately, Franklin steadily improved his 
times throughout the day and moved into 
the lead on the second from last run of the 
day with a spectacular 33.87s. Chris Cramer 
in the 3.4 Grunhalle Lager March 76A and 
Mike MacDowel in the 2.0 Ralt RT1 both 
ran after Franklin and both recorded identi- 
cal time of 33.99s, with Cramer taking the 
verdict on the better aggregate of times for 
the second time this year. ; 

The Val des Terres Hillclimb is run over a sec- 
tion of public road which starts on the promenade 
right in St Peter Port and then climbs through a 
narrow ravine to exit in a field on the top of the 
cliffs. Earlier this year, the authorities resurfaced 


the ‘track’ with a special non-skid surface and this. 


provided the organising Guernsey Motor Cycle 
and Car Club with the problem of having to run 
their National Hillclimb over a surface which was 
virtually an unknoen quantity for all the drivers 
atking part. Despite this, the meeting was a very 
enjoyable one which attracted a crowd of some 
6,000 enthusiastic spectators and which fully 
justified the continuing support of Fuel Supplies 
(C.1.) Ltd and Rothmans. 

With a somewhat restricted entry to facilitate 
the running of the RAC Championship round, the 
meeting started with the unlimited saloon class 
minus the favourite, since Ron Hand had unfor- 
tunately had a moment in pinetie right under tke 
feet of the Championship drivers at the finish line 
and thanks to their rapid reactions there was 
nothing more to show for the happening than a 
rather 
the award to the very fast 1600cc Anglia of Geoff 


Guille who got down to 39.69s, safely ahead of the 
flying VW ‘Beetle’ of Ron Blatchford. Rather sur- ' 
prisingly, the smaller saloons proved faster than | 


this and Mick Wager produced a very fine 38.95s 
run_to take his class 
Bax — both being in 1.3 Minis. 


The GT and Sports Racing Class was split into | 
three sections, with local man Maurice Ogier. 
winning the battle of the Clan Crusaders in the at 


to 1300cc section with a spirited 38.15s, over 
a second up on Kenny Thomson’s time of 38.83s. 


Chris Tufnell equally had no trouble in taking the’ 


1300-1600 category in his Foster’s Lager Ginetta, 


both of his smooth and well-controlled runs mente 


faster than anything that the opps cou 
provide. Wally Langley’s V12 Type hardly 
needs any introduction after Jersey and the 
magnificent white beast fairly hurtled up the hill 
to take the unlimited class in just 39.65s. 


Roy Turnbull’s elderly Brab 


sion 


eee oF 


ent motor car. This more or less handed. 


om the equally rapid Ian. 


ham BT35 finished a fine sixth at Val des Terres. . 
: : eg % 


Rick Tostevin’s Cooper T76 may not be the. 


latest racing car on the hills but he certainly had 
no difficulty in disposing of the F4 Harrison of 
Peter Shepherd in a creditable 37.53s which came 
within striking distance of the class record. 
Wherever Rob Turnbull goes these days they 
have to start re-writing the record books. and 
despite the fact that Rob was making his first 
visit to Guernsey, he simply shattered the old 
record with a remarkable 35.13s in the B & W 
Motors Brabham BT35. This time also qualified 
him in — wait for it — an almost unbelievable 
fourth fastest time for the RAC Championship! 
Not that Rob was the only one going well in the 
up to 1600cc racing car class for local driver Phil 
Sandwith qualified his Chevron B17 in tenth place 
until he was knocked out on the last runs by Ken 
MacMaster. gets 

The big see Pes class started badly in prac- 
tice when both Roy Lane and Chris Cramer found 
that they couldn’t get any grip on the adversely 
cambered first bend and spun with fortunately 
little damage. However, almost everyone seemed 
to be having great difficulties with the surface 
which was proving far too smooth for the racing 
slicks which are normally used in hot dry con- 
ditions. This gavea great advantage to the lighter 
‘2-litre’ cars and it was the very experienced 


former Chansner. Mike MacDowel who shot into . 


an unassailable lead in the Ralt with a nicely con- 
trolled 34.38s. Chris Cramer was the first of the 
big car drivers to adapt himself to the track con- 
ditions and using a set of hand-cut slicks pro- 


duced an outstandmg 34.59s, the March 76A: 


being a delight to see coming through the Esse 
bends going from one lock to another to keep it in 
the straightest possible line. Roy Lane had a diffi- 
cult time, with the car getting away from him on 
the final bend due to gearbox troubles and finally 
qualifying just two-hundreths of a second up on 
an equally perplexed Alister Douglas-Osborn. 


Once again it was left to Ken MacMaster to lead . 


off the Championship runs, this time the neat 
little Modus M4 improving to 34.95s to takeninth 
pas ahead of Malcolm Dungworth in the W & G 

rabham BT35 who managed to find nearly half a 
second on his qualifying time to produce 35.02s in 
a car which was clearly quite a handful to control. 
For once Roy Lane and the Fenny Marine GM1 


found themselves unable to cope with the strange . 


conditions and despite a good last run, Roy had to 


accept 34.65s as his limit for an unusually lowly 
eighth place. 
espite the ministrations of designer Mike 


Pilbeam, Alister Douglas-Osborn found the DFV 
engined Pilbeam just too much of a good thing 
and slotted into seventh place with a spectacular 
but thankfully safe 34.34s climb. Rob Turnbull 
qualified the now elderly Brabham BT35 in just 
35.13s, made this look silly by doing a 34.86s on 


_his first Championship run and then proceeded to 


*# 


——S oe ee ee eS Ss ee 
3433s which netted him 2 well deserved sixth 
place just one-hundredth of 2 second ahead of 
ADO! Jersey victor, Sir Nicholas Williamson had 
a much more difficult day at Val des Terres, 
changing the March 741 from slicks to inter 
mediates for the final runs and oper 
some one and a quarter seconds to take 

position (and a chunk of bank out of the finish 
straight) with a spirited 34.25s. Martyn Griffiths 


settled well with the Severn Advertising March 


74B and produced a safe and extremely well 
driven 34.06s climb in the ex-Cramer car which 
seemed to be well suited to the difficult 
conditions. 

Having led on the class runs, Mike MacDowel 
made a spirited first climb in the same time as 
before at 34.38s and then improved this to an 
excellent 33.99s, the little Ralt fairly rocketing up 
the See and scurrying round the corners at 
an incredible pace. Chris Cramer fairly threw the 
March 76A round the course, the big March 
responding superbly to a masterful touch with yet 
another time of 33.99s to tie with MacDowel, the 
verdict going yet again to Cramer with an aggre- 
gate time by 0.22s for second place. However, it 
was clearly on the cards that a ‘2 litre’ car would’ 
win and it was David Franklin who drew the ace 
of trumps, doing 34.36s on his first run in the 
Wendy Wools March 742 and then producing a 
real heart-stopping final climb of 33.87s to take (a) 
even more of the bank past the finish and (b) even 
more importantly a thoroughly well deserved 


‘first ever Championship victory in a car which is 


perhaps only now starting to show its true 


potential. 
BOB COOPER 


BTD: David Franklin (2.0 March-BMW 742), 33.87s. 

Class results: M. Wager (1.3 Modus Cooper ‘S’), 38.95s; Geoff 
Guille (1.6 Ford Anglia), 39.69s; Maurice Ogier (1.0 Clan Crusader), 
38.15s; Chris Tufnell (1.6 Foster's Ginetta), 41.45s; Wally Lange 
ioe Jaguar E Type), 39.65s; Rick Tostevin (1.0 Cooper T76), 37.53s; 

‘ob Turnbull (1.6 Brabham BT35), 35.13s; Michael McDowel (2.0 
Ratt vee 34.38s. 

RAC Championship Run-off: 1, Franklin, 33.87s; 2, Chris Cramer 

.4 March-Cosworth 76A), 33.99s; 3, MacDowel, 33.99s; 4, Martyn 

riffiths (2.2 March 420R 74B), 34.06s; 5, Sir Nicholas Williamson 
Se March-DFV 741), 34.25s; 6, Rob Turnbull (1.6 Brabham BT35), 

.33s; 7, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam-DFV R22), 34.34s; 
8, Roy Lane (6.0 McRae-Chevrolet GM1), 34.65s; 9, Ken MacMaster 
es Modus-420R M4), 34.95s; 10, Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 


_ Brabham-Repco BT35), 35.02s. 


RAC Hilcliimb Championship (Positions after nine rounds): 1, 
Lane, 78pts; 2, Douglas-Osborn, 63; 3, Cramer, 57; 4, Williamson, 
55; 5, MacMaster, 49; 6, Franklin, 43; 7, MacDowel, 39; 8, Griffiths, 
38; 9, Cussins, 31; 10, Turnbull, 16. 


‘GURSTON DOWN 


Victory for 
Brown 


Despite the clash with the Channel Islands 
events, there was a good class battle for 
BTD at Gurston Down on Sunday with four 
drivers within fractions of a second of each 
other. Tony Brown achieved an impressive 
32.34s on his first climb with the Brabham- 
Repco BT36X and this remained just 
enough to pip Richard Jones with the 
McEvoy Surtees TS10 (32.39) with Terry 
Smith a stirring third (32.54) after a most 
confident first appearance in the powerful 
ex-Lane/Rose Me aren-Chevrolet M14D. 
The BARC’s South Western Centre were 
running the ninth round of the 
Guyson/BARC Championship and despite 
still feeling the after effects of a bout of ‘flu, 
John Meredith drew away in the Champion- 
ship with Charles Barter taking over second 
from Russ Ward (despite a new class record 
from Russ), although Stuart Watts put in 
the most pointsworthy performance with his 
very rapid Elan to shoot up to fourth place 
(not having to drop any marks as yet). 

Dale Clement and Terry Tattam dominated the 
Touring Cars with their Mini-Cooper S mounts, 
both balGee very good lines apes the Karousel 
on their fastest class ascents, Dale winning by 
0.21s. However, Terry had his revenge by break- 
ing the class record in the run-off in his ex-Mere- 
dith car. Clement also climbed within the old 
record. Stuart Browne took the larger ity 
division with the familiar Escort TC which he and 


VURS LUN UU Wren 


then reduced the record still further m the runoff 
when it wes Charles's turn to torment the poor 


beast — . 

John Meredith had a rare defeat, at the hands of 
John Milford who took his Mini up under the old 
Cramer record. However, ’flu or no ’flu Meredith 
was in good wheel-waving form and reduced the 
new record by another 0.30s in the run-off for the 
Championship entrants. Robin Yeomans had 
little trouble in mopping up the unlimited class 
with his 1700cc Ford-engined Mini. 

Russ ward was in more competitive form this 
week with the John Brown Motors Sprite and des- 
pite a slight misfire at the very top of the rev 


range he managed to break his own record on his . 


second run after a most spectacular first climb 
when he exited the Ashes well up on two wheels.. 
The other excitement in this amalgamated class 
came in practice when Carol Lloyd’s BWRDC MG 
Midget had an oil filter attachment come adrift in 

ractice which left Carol describing oily circles 
into the Karousel as she spun on the oil (this oil 
may have contributed to Roger Walker rolling the 
Fenny Compton Garage, Mini here a little later — 
fortunately without personal harm). The_ex- 
Richard Jones Hart motor in Stuart Watts’s Elan 
really churns out the bhp and Stuart put in a, 
beautifully controlled record-breaking first run 
this only class run) about which even Paul 
Channon could do little with the Cobra. 

Although a little unhappy about understeer 
oy due to the temporary use of slicks on 

e back but not the front) Tony Boshier-Jones 
won the Clubman’s class by 0.38s from Brian 
Moyse’s multi-hued U2 with Jim Robinson a mere 
0.17s further back. Jeremy Lord gained another 
hill climb success with the Dextra-BDA, with 
Richard Fry’s BL-engined U2 MkIIB challenging 
hard. The larger sports-racers could do little to 
catch Stephen Madge’s Cannon Assurance U2 
Mk14 t/c who was quick enough to make the Top 
eent run-off, in which he actually made seventh 
place. 

One of the sights of the day was that of Barry 
Brant fairly hurtling towards the Karousel in his 
Cooper Mk10 at a seemingly impossible speed. 
Despite losing time out of the bend on his best run 
he was only 0.26s away from his record. No less 
than seven of the 1100cc single-seaters finished in 
the 38s bracket but only the consistent oe 
Davies with his BDA-engined March 713M broke 
that barrier of 38 seconds. Best of the ‘magni- 
ficent seven’ was David Gould (Terrapin Mk1G) 
by 0.05s from Bryan Saull’s ex-Rivers Fletcher 

per-J AP Mk8, and soon... 

David Morris shook off the rest of the 1600s 
with his Ensign-FVA, but Peter Kaye made his 
ae down from Wetherby well worth while by 
taking second place with his impeccably pres 
and similarly-powered Brabham BT35. The per- 
formances of Tony Brown and Richard Jones 
were predict ably polished and it looked as though 
it was power telling once more in the last resort. 
However the man of the day was surely Terry 
Smith. The West neuer ee exchanged Holbay 
F3 power for 5.7 litres of Chevrolet with very little 
period of adjustment at all. He was a little con- 
cerned by out of balance wheels and rather low oil 
pressure but was delighted with the handling — 
and showed it with third BTD just 0.22s ahead of 
Richard Brown whose Vega engine was becoming 
rather spluttery as the afternoon wore on. Alan 
Richards’ Cheltenham Cameras Surtees TS8 
looked a mite bulk wae the Karousel but 
took fifth in class ahead of Nigel Pow’s Bennett 
fée Brabham) powered by the four cam Indy 
Repco engine which runs on neat methanol. 

ere was plenty of oil and dust about for the 
run-offs and none of the big four improved on 
their first Top Eight runs, but Smith, already 
flinging the McLaren around in uninhibited style, 
improved on his final climb, although not enough 
to catch Jones. CHRIS MASON 


BTD: Tony Brown (6.0 Brabham-Repco BT36X), 32.34s. 
Class winners: Dale Clement (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 40.50s; Stuart 


Browne (1.6 Ford Escort TC), 41.59s; Charles Barter (1.0 Hartwell . 


imp), 38.47s (record. Reduced to 38.40s in run-off), John Milford 


_ Mini-Cooper S), 37.76s (record. Reduced to 37.42s by John ~ 


in run-off; Robin Yeomans (1.7 MiniFord), 39.64s; Stuart 
Watts (1.6 Lotus een), 36.57s (record); Russ Ward (1.3 Allard 
-teale att ve 37.95s (record); Tony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock 
U2WR kIIB/16), 35.54s; Jeremy Lord (1.3 Dextra-BDA), 35.79s; 
Stephen Madge (1.6 Mallock U2Ford Mk14 t/c); Hedley Jutchins 
A Phoenix- Pan 3798s; Barry Brant ©.5 Cooper-Norton 
0), 38.86s; Eryl Davies (1.1 March-BDA 713M), 37.41s; David 
Morris (1.6 Ensign-FVA LN1R), 33.82s; Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees- 
Hart TS10), 32.39s. 

Guyson/BARC Top Eight runoff: 1, Tony Brown, 32.49s; 2, 
Richard Jones, 32.52s; 3, Terry Smith (5.7 McLaren-Chevrolet 
M14D), 32.54s; 4, Richard Brown (2.0 Martin-Vega BM16), 32.77s; 
5, David Morris, 33.67s; 6, Nigel Pow (4.2 Bennett-Repco), 33.96s; 
7. Stephen Madge, 34.56s; 8, Roger Willoughby (3.5 Tech-Craft- 
Buick), 34.88s. 

Guyson/BARC Championship jons ater nine rounds: 1, John 
Meredith. 60 Stots, 2. Cheries 
4. — 57.16: 5. Tomy Boshier-Jones, 55.35; 6, 


#7) Awards ater mime rounds 1. Aster 
Ostera. Sists 2 eee romain 26; 4. 


, 59.26; 3, Russ Ward, 58.77; © 
Brian 


VMAS TATE 


Warwick's Hawke yet again 


National Tyre Service sponsored an 
energetic day’s racing under the title ““1976 
Festival of Speed” which included a round 
of the Kent Messenger 1000cc Saloon 
Championship (won by Rob Mason), an 
MCD FF1600 round convincingly won by 


Derek Warwick and several races for stock 


cars of all shapes and sizes. The whole 
package was ably organised by the 
Rochester Motor Club. 

The Formula Vee championship round was 
dominated by Tim Flynn (Scarab), Ray Simpson 
(J.S.R.) and the Scarab of Nick Wadham, with 
Flynn taking another well-judged victory ahead 
of the battling Simpson and Wadham. Simpson 
trailed Wadham for most of the race before 
eventually squeezing by and holding second place 
to the flag despite the determined efforts of 


Wadham to reclaim second on the last lap at 
McLaren. 


Rob Mason had his customary pole position in 
the Bevan Imp for the Kent Messenger 1000cc 
round and he led off the line to score another easy 
victory ahead of Richard Oliver’s Imp who 
finished an equally untroubled second. Highlight 
of the race was the progress of the Imp of John 
Schneider through the field. From sixth spot on 
the first lap he moved into the middle of a heated 
battle for third place between the Imps of Colin 


Craven and Mike Chapple. Schneider eventually - 


took third from Craven on Brabham Straight and 
held the place to the flag despite the close 
company of Craven and Chapple. 

John Brown extended his lead in the Formula 4 
National Championship by taking the honours in 
his neat Delta ahead of the Brabham of Roy 
Lewington and Alex Lowe’s Chevron. Lowe made 
the best start from the outside of the front row 
and it took Brown six laps to get by. Lewington, 
meanwhile, was coming through from fifth place 
and had inherited third by the fourth lap. He 


‘moved into second position on the penultimate 


lap when Lowe’s Chevron momentarily slowed on 
Brabham Straight. : 

Bob Davis took his elderly Davis 1C to a flag-to- 
flag victory in the Formula 1300 Championship 


round ahead of John Allan (Allan Mk4) and the - 


Messer 2A of Championship leader Jim 
Ravenscroft. Allan and the Mallock of Vic 
Waterhouse initially fought over second place 
before the Allan broke clear and began to close on 
the leader. However, he never got close enough to 
challenge, while a brief indiscretion dropped 
Waterhouse down the field thus promoting a close 
struggle between Ravenscroft and the Nomad of 
Philip Lloyd, the two swopping places with 
Ravenscroft eventually taking third place. 

The Classic Saloon race provided an exciting 
photo-finish as the Jaguar 2.4 of Gordon Bruce 
crossed the line inches ahead of the Borgward of 
Miles Marshall. Initially Marshall surged away 
from pole position and left behind the spinning 


Jaguar MkVII of Peter Deffee at Paddock. Bruce 
made a bad start and spent most of the race 
carving through the field in glorious style as he 
threw the immaculate Jaguar around the circuit. 
He had a close struggle with the Zephyr of Mike 


« (Royale-IW! 


“Bennion before taking second place and setting 
off after Marshall. It seemed a fruitless chase as 
the Borgward appeared to be comfortably ahead 
as they started the last lap. However, 
was caught behind backmarkers as he entered 
Clearways and the Jaguar was closing rapidly. 
Even the commentator, who hitherto had been 
addressing the Sipe eee crowd in a manner 
more suited to a State Funeral, became excited as 
Bruce and Marshall crossed the line side by side 
with the Jaguar just inches ahead. 

’ Derek Warwick put his Hawke on pole position 
for the MCD FF1600 round by a comfortable 
margin from Miki Dee and Championship leader 
Mike Thompson in his Rostron. Unfortunately, 
Dee’s Van Diemen was pushed off the grid with 
gearbox problems. Thompson took the lead 
followed by the Merlyn of Rob Wicken who had 
made a demon start from the second row. 

‘However, it was not long before Warwick showed 

‘his superiority by taking Wicken on Brabham 
Straight, then confidently passing Thompson on 
the inside going into Surtees. He was never 
headed again. Unfortunately Wicken tangled with 
the Merlyn of Tony Halliwell and Bobby Scott’s 
similar machine at Druids leaving Sean Walker, 

Donald Gray, Wil Arif and Brian Songhurst to 

battle for third. The verdict eventually went to 

“Walker’s Royale from the Crosslé of Arif and the 


recovering Scott.. — MAURICE HAMILTON. 


VW(GB)Ltd National Formula Vee Championship round (10 ye 

1, Tim Flynn (Scarab) 8m 57.2s, 80.66mph; 2, Ray Simpson (J Rh 
8m 59.6s; 3, Nick Wadham (Scarab), 8m 59.8s; 4, Alan Waite (Sara 
002/76 Vee), 9m 33.4s; 5, John Holmes (Hawk), 9m 39.2s; 6, 
Lawrence Rose (Holrose Austro Mk 1), 9m 40.2s. Fastest lap: Flynn, 
52.4s, 82.69mph. 

Kent Messenger 1000cc Saloon Car Challenge Race (10 laps): 1, 
Rob Mason (Sunbeam Imp), 8m 49.0s, 81.91mph; 2, Richard Oliver 
(Chrysler Imp), 9m 03.0s; 3, John Schneider (Hillman Imp), 9m 
12.0s; 4, Colin Craven (Hillman Imp), 9m 12.2s; 5, Mike Chapple 
ea Imp), 9m 12.4s; 6, Mike Scott (Ford Anglia), 9m 30.8s. 

astest lap: Mason, 51.8s, 83.65mph. 

Formula 4 Championship round (10 ape): 1, John Brown (Delta- 
Ford IRF4B);.8m 31.8s, 84.66mph; 2, Roy sahil el (Brabham- 
Ford BT28), 8m 34.0s; 3, Alex Lowe (Chevron-Ford B20), 8m 34.6s; 

_ 4, John Webb (Chevron-Ford B15/17C) 8m_35.2s; 5, Bill Cowling 
(Delta-Ford 764), 8m 38.0s; 6, Eddy Heasell (Brabham-Ford BT38C), 
8m 39.6s. Fastest lap: Cowling, 49.6s, 87.36mph. 
Formula 1300 National Championship round (10 laps): 1, Bob 
Davis (Davis 1C), 8m 37.0s, 83.81mph; 2, John Allan ‘Allan Mk4), 
8m 38.8s; 3, Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2A), 8m 54.2s; 4, Philip Lloyd 
(Nomad Mk2), 8m 55.4s; 5, Vic Waterhouse (Mallock U2), 9m 01.2s; 
a ae Bone (Mallock U2), 9m 08.2s. Fastest fap: Davis, 50.6s, 
.63mph. 
Ciassic Saloons National Championship round (10 agit Overall: 1, 
Gordon Bruce (Jaguar 2.4), 10m 52.6s, 66.40mph; 2, Miles Marshall 
Gare Isabella), 10m 52.8s, 66.38mph; 3, Mike Bennion (2.5 

ord Zephyr), 11m O01.0s; 4, Bob Meacham (Jaguar 2.4), 11m 
33.8s; 5, G. Scott Williams (Jaguar 2.4), 11m 36.2s; 6, Barry 
Waterhouse (2.4 Lancia Aurelia). Over 2700cc: 1, Peter Deffee (3.4 
Jaguar MkVIl), lim 46.0s, 61.36mph; 2, Craig Hinton (3.4 Jaguar 
MkVII), 7 laps. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 05.8s, 
65.80mph. 1902 to 2700cc: 1, Bruce; 2, Bennion; 3, Meacham. 
Fastest lap: Bruce, 1m 03.4s, 68.34mph. 1252 to 190Icc: 1, 
Marshall; 2, P. Smythe (1.5 Wolseley), llm 56.0s; 3, Judy 
Andreason (1.5 MG Magnette), 12m 06.2s. Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 
04.0s, 67.70mph. Upto 1251cc 1, Mike Cox (948 Austin A35), 11m 
416s, 61.76mph; 2, A Raine (994 Austin A35), 11m 43.0s; 3, Marc 
Lawrence (948 Austin A35), 11m 48.0s. Andy McLennan (948 Austin 
A35), Fastest lap: 1m 06.4s, 65.26mph. 


_~ MCD Formula Ford 160Q¢c Championship round (12 laps): z 


Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL 15), 10m 24.2s, 83.30mph; 
Mike onan (Rostron-ASD By 10m 36.2s; 3, Sean Walker 

RP21), 10 m 30:0s; 4, Wil Arif (Crosslé-Minister 25F), 
10m 39.4s; 5, Bobby Scott (Merlyn-Scholar M29A), 10m 39.6s; 6, 
Richard: Maile Ce Sara gee 25), 10m 40.0s. Fastest lap: 
Warwick, 50.8s, 85.29mph. 


he Ferrari 308 GTB possesses outstanding high-speed stability in spite of a short wheel base. 


When Ferrari replaced the much-loved Dino 246 
with the 308 GT4 2+2, there were murmurs that 
much of the very special character of the original 
car had been lost. The new V8 engine was a vast 
improvement on the V6, which was very short of 
torque in the lower-middle ranges, but Bertone’s 
practical body was less sporting than its very 
attractive predecessor. ; 

Now, Ferrari have produced an additional 
model which has all the glamour of the Dino 246 
plus the extra horsepower and, above all, the 
massive torque of the V8. The engine is a dry- 
sump version of the unit from the 2+2 and the 
transmission arrangements are also similar. 
However, the new 2-seater is much shorter in the 
wheelbase, by a full 8in, fractionally narrower, 
and no less than 3in lower in the roof line. All this 
adds up to a useful reduction in frontal area and a 
very substantial decrease in weight. 

Better still, the body has been designed in 
Pininfarina’s new wind tunnel. Theresulting shape 


has given the car ig eden ck high-speed 
stability, in spite of its short wheelbase, without 
unsightly aerodynamic aids attached as an after- 
thought. 

The 308 GTB is beautiful, largely because it is 
truly functional, and I am glad that the present 
ugly fashion of excessive angularity has not been 
followed. A really effective aerodynamic shape 
must depend largely on a subtle blending of 
curves, so stylists should forget their flat panels 
and uncompromising angles. 

This body also breaks new ground by being 
Pininfarina’s first glassfibre production. It is 
built on a steel space frame of round and square 
tubes and is entirely immune from the effects of 
corrosion, even when salt is spread on icy roads. 
The actual construction is in the hands of 
Scaglietti, so the arrangement is really parallel to 
the building of the Camargue by Mulliner Park 
Ward, the design again being the work of 
Pininfarina. The finish is superb and I defy 


coachwork. 


2 Pee, 


Ferrari 308 GTB: bravura 


anybody to distinguish it from the best metal 
panelled coachwork, while the interior trim is or 
eeeieer rae higher plane than that of the Dine 

The chassis is carried on wishbones all round 
both ends having anti-roll bars, while all the 
brakes have large, ventilated discs. Though this is 
a mid-engined car, the power unit is not in the fore 
and aft position of a grand prix machine, but ha: 
the East-West location that Sir Alec Issigoni: 
pea: The design also follows Sir Alec ir 

aving a cascade of pinions for the primary drive 
the ange going to the limited-slip differentia 
through a pair of apue gears. 

The space saved by this compact arrangemen 
of the main components permits the short-wheel 
base car to carry a luxurious 2-seater body, witk 
some luggage capacity. There is quite a use 
‘boot behind the engine and a bit more room abovs 
the spare wheel in the front bonnet, just behinc 
the radiator and electric fan. One would not 


Space-conscious east-west V8 engine location. 


Interior is luxurious and the cabin noise level is commendably low.. 


advise the use of either of these positions for the 
eerrisge of ice cream, however. 


Speaking of ice, the test car was furnished with 


the optional air conditioning; this equipment now 
being fitted to the majority of luxurious or exotic 
cars. Uneomfortable sports cars are things of the 
ast; if a man is a connoisseur of fine automobiles, 
e is likely to appreciate civilised living. Electric 
windows and tinted glass are other attributes 
which he takes for granted. 

The doors fit perfectly and close without 
slamming. The driving position is not Fee pee 62 
Italian and the all-round view is unobstructed. 
The rear quarters looked as though they might 
get in the way, but this is not so, and the view in 
the driving mirror is exceptionally wide and clear. 
The engine starts at once without the choke in 
summer at any rate, and while it warms up it idles 
evenly, without any tendency to stall. 

A great deal of work has gone into silencing the 

wer unit, a very elaborate exhaust system 

aving been evolved, as well as new air inlet 
arrangements. Mid-engined cars have a bad 
reputation for high interior noise levels, and so it 
is necessary for such vehicles to be beyond 
reproach in this respect, before a suspicious 
customer will accept them. The four belt-driven 
camshafts are remarkably quiet and so is the 
gearbox, the most obtrusive sound coming from. 
the primary driving gears, which is by no means 
objectionable. The exhaust note is a_ deep, 
masculine tone, far removed from the traditional 
scream of racing Ferrari’s. Though the engine is 
not silent, there is no need to keep the revs down 
while following bulletins on the radio. 

A remarkable feature of the 308 GTB is the 
comfort of its ride. Let us forget this stupid 
tradition that a car must feel as hard as a board to 
handle well. The Ferrari does not have those very 
low profile tyres, which lack resilience, and its ride 
is rather what one would expect if Rolls-Royce 
made a 2-seater. There is never the slightest sign 
of pitching and the angle of roll is moderate 
during hard cornering, though just enough to add 
to the feel. team 

The steering is a delight, transmitting all the 
messages from the road. There is a little kick-back 
on occasion, which I like, with no sponginess or 
ping to stop the feel from getting through to 

e@ 


power too early, or you ma 
ish. However. ome can 
is that on ee Beeeee. No coz could be ies 


that the ultimate maximum has been reached. I 


outstanding, which is rare among mid-engined 
sports cars. 

One never seems to think about the brakes, for 
they always behave as expected, while the front 
wheels do not tend to lock, as they do on some 
other mid-engined cars and even on some previous 
Ferraris. The clutch pedal is not light and must be 
pushed well down, but it does not stick down 
when the clutch gets hot, as did that of the 2+2 
during my testing of performance figures, so there 
has evidently been some unseen modification. 

Nothing could be easier than. taking perfor- 
mance figures with this car, for the engine torque 
matches the traction perfectly and wheelspin can 
be controlled to a nicety. The gear gate is not of 
the more popular 5-speed pattern, with fifth out 
on a limb to the right, but has first left and back, 
which means that the first-to-second change must 


be slowed by the wiggle in the middle. I was there- 
_to do a 0-60mph repeatedly in 5.8s. 


fore amazec 
so evidently the wiggle doesn’t matter unduly. 
There are arguments in favour of both gate 
configurations, but although I prefer what is 


usually called the Alfa pattern, I don’t really feel 


strongly either way. 
The gear ratios are well chosen and if you 
charge into fifth at 120mph or so, the acceleration 


continues surprisingly vividly past 130mph. At: 
buildin 


140mph, the speed is still ing up slowly, but 
it goes on going on; like some other very slippery 
car, such as the Citroén SM, one can never be sure 


still had about 300 revs in hand, so if anybody can 
find a long enough straight, he will probably beat 
my 156mph maximum. 
Such eeds scarcely concern everyday 
motoring. The fuel gauge seems to go down pretty 
uickly at these velocities, but a reasonably law- 
abiding driver should get 20mpg. The car will 
crawl in traffic for hours without a hiccup, which 
is a contrast indeed to some earlier Ferraris. The 


The 308 GTB is a civilised car that anybody 
could drive. Its pop-up headlamps are quite 
powerful, though not up to 150mph motormg, of 
course! There is a little road noise on certam 
surfaces, but it is well subdued and wind noise is 
absent, except at very high speeds. 

From the above, this car may seem like a 
paragon of all the virtues, so now I am gomg to 
find fault! The hand brake has to be joke on 
jolly hard to park safely on a gradient, so please, 
Commendatore, can we have a bit more leverage? 
Then there’s that magnificent pigskin covermg 
over the instrument binnacle; it’s lovely, and it 
looks a million dollars, but it’s got a very shiny 
surface. In _ brilliant sunshine, i 
cularly driving into the westering sun, that shiny 
covering reflects in the screen and spoils the 
pleasure of driving. The screen is at just the right 
angle and there is no reflection trouble at night, 
but in bright sunlight it’s a different story. 

There are exotic cars, such as the Stratos, which 
are marvellous toys for rich men but could not 
conceivably be regarded as everyday transport. 
The Ferrari 308 GTB could-perfectly well a a 
man’s only car, if he needed no more than two 
seats. Though its appearance is just about the 
ultimate in functional aerodynamics, there _ is 
nothing vulgar or boy-racer about it and it has 
the dignity of perfect proportions, so it would 
never look out of place. 

Here is a warning! If you really ought not to 
spend £10,000, don’t try this car. Once you have 
driven it, you will have to buy it, whether you can 
afford it or not. 


SPECIFICATION & PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car tested: Ferrari 308 GTB 2-seater coupé, price £10,501 
Li el a taxand VAT. 

Engine: Eight cylinders 81 x 71mm (2927cc). Compression ratio 8.8 
to 1. 250bhp DIN at 7,700rpm. Twin belt-driven overhaed 
camshafts. Weber quadruple carburettor. Dry sump lubrication. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 5-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central remote control, ratios 0.95, 1.24, 1.69, 2.35, and 3.42 
to 1. Primary drive, with idler pinion, and final drive, all by helical- 
toothed spur gears, overall reduction 3.71 to 1. Limited-slip 
differential. 

Chassis: Glassfibre body with built-in multi-tubular steel frame. 
Independent Suspension of all four wheels by upper and lower 
wishbones with coil springs and telescopic dampers, plus anti-roll 
bars both ends. Rack and pinion steering. Servo-assisted 10}in 
ventilated disc brakes on all four wheels. Bolt-on light-alloy wheels 
fitted205/770VR14tyres. | ae 4 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. 
Rev-counter. Oil pressure, oil temperature, water tempera- 
ture, and fuel gauges. Clock. Heating, demisting and ventilation 
system. Electric windows. Flashing direction indicators with hazard 
warning. Reversing lights. 2-speed windscreen wipers and washers. 
Extras on test car: refrigerated air conditioning and radio with 
electric aerial. 3 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 8in. Track left 9in. Overall length 13ft 
10in. Width 5ft 8in. Weight 214 cwt. : 

Performance: Maximum speed 156mph. Speeds in gears: fourth 
124mph, third 91mph, second 65mph, first 45mph. Standing 
quarter mile 14.5s. Acceleration: 0-30mph 2.1s, 0-50mph 4.8s, 0- 
60mph 5.8s, 0-8O0mph 10.1s, 0-100mph 15.8s, 0-120mph 24.2s. 
Fuel Consumption: 15 to 25mpg. 
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A marshal’s view 


I would like to reply to both Mr. J. Scheckter’s 
‘opinions’ and Mr. W. Hoeksma’s (corres- 
pondence) about the race being gtopee after the 
start of this year’s John Player Grand Prix. 

As one of the three flag marshals on post 3 
wpa bend) I am in total agreement with the 

ety Observer who made the decision to in- 
struct race control to stop the race. There was 
sufficient debris (i.e. large stones, chalk, dust and 
ee of glass fibre), to cause some nasty prob- 
ms if the 90 mph odd Formula 1 pack entered 
Paddock again. Lapping at around 1 minute 20 
secs, it would not have given the courageous 
course/fire marshals time to clear the track. I’m 
sure Mr. Scheckter would not have spoken out re- 
garding this matter had his throttle slides stuck 
open with chalk dust or had he been encum- 
branced with the extra weight of a course marshal 
sittmg on the front of his machine wondering 
where he was, for therest of therace. 

To back up the decision, spectators on Paddock 
Bend would have noticed the efforts of every 
marshal within the area sweeping and clearing the 
track only to find the Goodyear ‘‘man’”’ asking us 
to walk down the entire incident area in a further 
attempt to clean the track. Surely he knows, on 
behalf of the drivers, that F1 tyres don’t work too 
well with stones etc. protruding from the flat 
surfaces of slicks. Perhaps Mr. Hoeksma should 
go to more destruction derby’s or larger races! 

Finally I would like to thank Mr. D. Delament 
on behalf of us marshals for his appreciation of 
our attempts to make this yet another exciting 
il entertainment-packed John Player Grand 


NEWBurRY, BERKS. I. C. WARREN 


Sick and twisted 


I was extremely sickened to discover the adver- 
tisement below in our local paper, and even more 
surprised to find a version of the same ad in your 
own publication, albeit a somewhat watered down 
one. 

Perhaps through the media of your usually 


me cceble magazine you could express the. 
feelings of ‘‘true’’ motor racing fans towards this . 


type of so-called “threat”’. 

Even in this sick and sometimes twisted age I 
find it hard to understand the minds of the people 
responsible for this type of film, and even greater 
the minds of anyone who would pay to go and 
watch true life tragedy. 

I trust that real motor racing fans will not 
support such pathetic entertainment, and that 
anyone foolish enough to go will not come away 
with the impression that motor racing enthu- 


siasts consist of side idiots who go simply to: 


witness the destruction of the very people who 


A special treat? — the controversial press 
advertisement. ; 


WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 


A SPECIAL TREAT FOR 
MOTOR RACING FANS! 


Presented for the first time in this area! ! 


GRAND PRIX, WHERE A MAN CAN BE CRACKED L!KE 
A NUT, OR BURNED TO DEATH IN SECONDS 


x 
IT’S JUST A MATTER OF sg 


BEFORE THEY WIN SS ra) 
ag aS 


ET KILLEO' 


PLUS! GRAHAM HILL IN 
TOP GEAR (A) 


Presented cach evening at 7.45 p.m. 


provide them with their chosen tke 
BUCKINGHAM. ERRY WILCOCK 


We agree wholeheartedly with your sentiments 
about the promotion of this film, Mr Wilcock, but 
feel that you have not given the film itself the 
attention it deserves. In fact, it is a film of very 
high quality indeed, and we have no hesitationin 
recommending it toany motor racing fan. — Ed. 


Ticket trouble 


I would like, through your magazine, to register 
my disapproval of an incident at Saturday’s 
Grand Prix Practice at Brands Hatch. 

Being a Season Ticket Holder I am entitled to 
view the cars in the Paddock. Any Non Season 
Ticket Holder could pay a £1 for the same privi- 
lege. That £1 ticket also allowed them to go into 
the Grand Prix Paddock behind the new Pits, so I 
assumed that my Season Ticket would enable me 
to do the same. Alas this was not so, when I got to 
the gaté I was told, not very politely You can’t 
come in ’ere with those” and roughly pushed out 
of the way. Naturally I was bitterly disappointed, 
as were my two friends, who are also Season 
Ticket Holders. 

All this struck meas rather unfair when it is the 
Season Ticket Holders who line the pockets of 
Motor Circuit Developments all season by going 
religiously to the club meetings etc. and are the 
real enthusiasts. Let it also be said that Motor 
Circuit Developments are also reaping the in- 
terest on the Season Ticket Holders money. We 
have also recently lost our Reserved Car Park 
because of the alterations etc. So whilst I 
appreciate that a Season Ticket saves a great deal 
of money and time it does not give the satisfaction 
it has in the past. 


EDMONTON, LONDON. SUSAN BARTRAM (MISS ) 


Not cricket? 


Let’s face it, if the accident at Paddock, seconds 
after the commencment of the British Grand Prix, 
had occurred, say, five laps later, the three drivers 
involved would have had to retire or whatever. 
However, as we all know, this did not happen and 
so the fiasco began. As the decision was taken to 
recommence the Grand Prix then all drivers 
should have been allowed to start again, with no 
exceptions. Or, after the announcement that only 
competitors who had completed the first lap could 
re-start, then the team managers should all have 
withdrawn their cars. 

“Tf Ferrari are protesting it is disgraceful be 
cause they caused the accident” said Hunt. Such 
remarks are only to be expected from a person like 
Hunt. As I said, if the accident had happened 
later on in the race they would all have been out 
and, well, hard luck. And, there would have been 
no chance of re-starting. So, when one driver is 
‘given the chance of another go, then they should 
all have the chance — fair and square — and no 
squabbles. I mean, it’s not cricket, is it? 

SouTH CROYDON. SALLY VETCH (MRS. ) 


Smutty image 


I feel that I must protest about the advertisement 
for Durex contraceptives which appeared in your 
AUTOSPORT Grand Prix Guide. I consider this 
advertisement to bein very poor taste. There is no 
reason why family planning should not be adver- 
tised (though a motoring magazine is not in my 
opinion the most appropriate place), but it is reas- 
onable to expect that the advertising will be of a 
responsible nature, and not merely aimed at 
getting a cheap laugh. 

If I may quote Mr Bob Hall, Marketing Director 
of London Rubber Industries in your issue of Feb- 
ruary 26th, 1976, “‘.... we must get away from 
this little old smutty image we used to have and 
that’s why we are in motor sport.” I can only say 


that advertisements like that in AUTOSPORT are | 
hardly likely to improve the ‘‘smutty image’, and - 
bring no credit on the company. your magazine or © 


motor racing in general. cl advertisng 
will also not help in the efforts are curren 
beimg made to reach an agreement with the B 


| owertelevising motor racing. 


I hope that AUTOSPORT will in future be more 
selective in the type of advertising material which 
is published. In the long run I feel certain that an 
attempt to be “trendy” or “‘progressive”’ will lose 
you more readers than you gain. 

On my bookshelves I have copies of the 
AUTOSPORT reports on every Formula One 
race since 1961. I buy AUTOSPORT for informed 
factual race and rally reports and I am sure that 
the vast majority of your readers buy it for the 
same reasons. So please don’t try to make 
AUTOSPORT a “‘swinging’”’ magazine, but just stick 
to straightforward motor sport. 

Yours faithfully, 


TATTERSHALL, LINCS B. J. AYLING 


Promising category 
— if allowed to succeed 


I read with interest the article in AUTOSPORT 
of June 9 concerning the problems affecting the 
sports car championships at the moment. I can 
see that the editor has got grounds for his argu- 
ment, but I don’t exactly agree with them. 

I attended the Silverstone round of the Group 5 
“Silhouette” championship, and must say that 
this form of endurance racing has got more poten- 
tial than the Group 6 series or any kind of ‘‘com- 
bined” series. 

Although Le Mans seemed a success (and I 
can’t see any reason for Le Mans not continuing 
as a “hybrid” race with the format it had this 
year), I can’t see it succeeding in the long run. 
Porsche, BMW, Lancia (perhaps even Jaguar?) 
will not wish, in my view, to invest in the develop- 
ment of machinery which would maybe only finish 
in the “lower places” in a race. After all, the 
object of the new Group 5 series was to attract 
the big-name manufacturers into international 
competition. I think the interests of the major 
manufacturers would wane if the ‘Libre’ format 
was used. Within a few years, the endurance scene 
would come full circle with a lack of major 
support, and would collapse. 

The new formula of Group 5 racing has only 
been running now for half a year. It deserves a 
better chance for it to succeed. Group 6 has been 
in its existing form now for around four years, and 
has been given enough chances for success. If, by 
1978, Group 5 racing hasn’t taken off, then that 
will be the time to consider a change. 

The main problem concerns the CSI making a 
decision as to which category it is going to 
promote. It has got to be Group 5 or Group 6, but 
not both, and not a combination of the two. In my 
opinion, Group 5 has the more promise, and it is 
to that championship that the CSI should be 
looking. 


‘CLIPTON, NOTTS. A.H. Moon 


Then as now? 


Twenty five years ago this week, 
AUTOSPORT celebrated Ian Appleyard’s 
third successive Coupe des Alpes, the 
Yorkshireman having just driven his white 
Jaguar XK120 to victory in the 2,000-mile | 
International Alpine Rally. At Zandvoort, 
the non-championship Dutch GP resulted 
in a second successive victory for French 
veteran Louis Rosier (Talbot) from 
Estancelin’s similar car and Stirling 
Moss’s HWM. In the World Championship 
table, Fangio led from Farina and Villoresi 
.. Mike Hawthorn won the Leinster | 
Trophy in a Riley .... You just couldn't 
get new cars: a 13-year-old Hillman Minx | 
was going for £325 inthe classifieds....In 
a story entitled ‘Silverstone Holiday”, 
John Bolster waxed lyrical of the joys of 
watching Gonzales slithering the Ferrari — 
through Woodcote remember _ 


Woodcote? 


edited by Bab Comstanduros 


Brindley excluded but 
tweak earns sympathy 


John Brindley was sadly in trouble 
with the scrutineers again up at the 
Ingliston round of the Radio One 
series. After trouble earlier this year 
with his steering, the latest problem 
concerns a tweak to the carburettor 
to ensure that the second choke 
opens as it should. At scrutineering 
the man in charge, Barry Morris, 
noticed this modification on Tom 
Medrum’s Mazda RX3 and the wire 
used was duly removed. Morris 
didn’t see the same mod on 
Brindley’s car (fitted the previous 
Wednesday) and Brindley duly went 
ahead and won his class, taking 
second place overall on the last lap. 
At post race scrutineering, the 


mod was pointed out to Morris by. 


Ivan Dutton who had won the race 
and Brindley was excluded for modi- 


New FF2000 


contenders 


Making scheduled first time appear- 
ances in Formula Ford 2000 this’ 
ear are Rad Dougall and Adrian 
ynard. Both are entered for the 
APG round at Snetterton this week- 
end, and both have connections with 
Hawkeracingcars. _ 
Dougall makes his comeback to 
racing after a horrific shunt at 


Mallory Park earlier this year when 


he drives the very latest FF2000 
Hawke DL16 with sponsorship from 
Kismet Garage Pave This 
despite the earlier possibility that he 
would run a team of Royales in 
FF2000 and F3 for the Toleman 
Groupnextyear, 

Reynard of course is the Hawke 
designer, but at Snetterton, he’s due 
to drive his own latest creation, the 
Reynard SF76, complete with Oselli 
power. 


Lucky one 
for Morrison 


John Morrison was lucky to get to 


Mallory Park on Sunday, let alone 
win the Super Vee race in his Lola. It 
lost a wheel while Morrison was 
giving a demonstration run at the 
ast Fordwater righthander at Good- 
wood, at the Hares open day, but the 
wheel was simply fitted back on 
again and success came the next day 
at Mallory Park. Morrison was part 
of a BARC display of racing cars, of 
which the Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
of Derek Bell was alana the 
starring feature. owever, the 
demonstration couldn’t be re 
enacted the next day as the police 
parently objected to the noise and 
ecars had to be stationary. 

@Three Opel GTEs from this 
country go to the Nurburgring for a 
Supporting race to the German 
Grand Prix. They are the Fairfield’s 
example for David Oliver, the McGill 
car for Norman Cuthbert and Chris 
Marshall’s Ottershaw Motors 
example for Richard Lloyd. They'll 
do battle with about 35 other cars 
from various countries. Both Oliver 
and Cuthbert’s cars have already 
completed the Tour of Britain this 


- Cosworth DFV 


‘to Harewood v 


.Baronwood, 
Sunday. She dropped 29 marks on 22° 


fication to a standard part. Brindley 
has already had one load of double 


points taken away from him, but the. 


stewards of the meeting have recog- 
nised that the modification has no 
fecggine advantage and appgreney. 

ave recommended that Brindley 
should only lose points for the Inglis- 
ton meeting. However, that means 
that. Eric Cook now leads the class 
by a point from Brindley, but should 
Brindley lose double points, then 
Cook has the class lead by far. 


One aspect that worries competi- 


tors was that someone actually poin- 


ted out the modification. The correct 
way for one competitor to point out 
possible irregularities on another’s 
car is to protest before the race 
starts. 


Guyson go 


home 


The Guyson/BARC Hill Climb 
Championship returns to its ‘home’ 
hill, Harewood, on Sunday for the 
long-established Montague Burton 
Trophy meeting. The Yorkshire 
Centre of the BARC have assembled 
their usual full entry for the tenth 
round of the series on this excellent 
spectator hill. The Championship 


‘has reached a most tense situation 


with Russ Ward, having struggled 
with overheating and subsequent 
misfirng problems on the John 
Brown Motors supercharged Sprite, 
striving to win back lost ground 
from John Meredith be pe S), 
while Stuart Watts (Lotus Elan) is 
now rushing up the leader board 


after missing some early rounds. The 


amazing Alister Douglas-Osborn 
now looks to be the odds-on 
favourite for the Guyson/BARC 
FTD Awards series in the tuneful 
wered Motosail 
(Jersey) Pilbeam R22. 
Harewood is 7 miles ENE. of. 
Leeds and is approached via the A61 
dlage and then by the 
A659. First competitive run is at 
2.15pm after morning practice. 


Trials cars 
star at PCT 


Mrs Joan Milne put the men to 
shame when she took her Fiat 500 to 


‘overall victory on index of perform- 


ance at the Cumberland Sporting 
Car Club’s: production car trial at 
near Penrith, last 
sections to head a field of 21 
competitors. 

Robin Jaeger took his Nymph 
trials car round without dropping a 
mark and John Southern itty) 
and Ronnie Tinson (Tridal) both 


dropped a single mark in their trials’ 


machinery, but all three were com- 
peting just for fun and no awards. 

Peter Cray (inp Sport) collected 
the direct drive class on 49 marks, 
two better than Tony Yates (Pegper) 
and Andrew White and _ Blair 
Williamson brought out a venerable 
MG J2 to wipe up the sports car 
class. Mexico man Bob Nicholson 
was a runaway victor m the indirect 
driveclass on 54 marks. 


‘three months lay off 


‘Cleworth Hall, Tyldesley, 


Yorkshire and the club 


Mick Briant/Dave Kirkham in Thomas Motors’ RS2000; they finished fourtle 


Pattison spokes ahead 


On territory around York new to the 
aon rai of competitors last week- 
end’s Calderford Trophy Rally, run 
by Wakefield and District MCG was 
won by the current Motoring News 
Rally Championship leaders Mike 
Pattison and David Taylor. They 
had 11s in hand over Phil Cooper and 
Adrian Dixon in their Cooper S after 


220 miles of hard swift motoring’ 
which in the words of one competitor 


‘‘would have been a road race but for 


_the fog. As it was it was a good 


event . 


Of previous good standing in the: 


rally world, the Calderford Rally was 


included in the MN Championship | 


for the first time and included six 
stages as well as the road route. Two 
airfields at Acaster and Full Sutton 
preceded the road route and four 


more stages, including two airfields 


and a couple of farm tracks, rounded 


_ off the night. 


Pattison and Taylor showed that 
from the 
championship series had not caused 
cobwebs to grow and they dropped 


BID for Bob 


- Bob Watmough took BTD at the 


Mid Cheshire MRC ris 7 at 

an- 
chester, last Sunday, in his Special. 
He was strongly challenged by Dick 
Keen’s 1300 Escort. Mrs Lesley 
Cowcill collected her first novice 
award beating several men. 


BTD. R. possum (Special), 109.5s. 

Class winners: J. Hopwood (Mini), 112.8s; D. 
Keen (Escort), 111.2s; P. Sanders (Mini), 115.7s; 
R. Jackson (Midget), 128.3s; R. Young (Imp), 
119.2s; P. Harrison (Capri), 116.7s; C. 
sll 124.9s; G. Woodcock (Cooper), 121.3s; D. 


larsden (Cooper), 123.6. Novice: Mrs L. Cowcill « 


(Cortina), 125.4s. 


Routing problem 


Wakefield and District MC earned 
full marks for overcoming a re-rout- 


ing problem involving some 40 miles. 


on their Calderford Trophy Rally 
last weekend. The re-routing was 
necessary because of the moorland 
fire which raged for a long time in 
ad only 
three days to make the necessary 
changes. : 

An official said ‘““We had a great 
deal of help from the North York- 
shire police, particularly in view of 
the time factor.” 


lolland ° 


Bb 37s to beat Cooper/ Dixon by 
1s. 

The Lloyds of Stafford Escort 
RS2000 just held the whiphand for 
most of the night but Cooper might 
have been a little closer but for a con- 
tretemps with a telegraph pole which 

ut a sizeable dent in his Cooper S. 
- The same telegraph pole was later to 
‘collect an Escort head on. 
- Third, only 12 behind, were Ron 
Beecroft and John Millington in 
their Escort RS2000 while Mick 
‘Briant and Dave Kirkham brought 


- their similar car into fourth spot 55s 


down on Beecroft/ Millington. 
Current Welsh Road Rally Champ- 
ionship leaders Howard Davies and 
Phil Jones (RS 2000), were fifth on 
37m 7s and Ted Cowell/ Rod Palmer 
were sixth in another RS2000 on 
37m 36s. The next four places were 
filled by Bill Gwynne, Cyril Bolton, 
Mike Hutchinson and Ron Shipp. 
Top novices, in 22nd spot, were 
Brian Greenwood and Carol Murcott 
in their Magnum on 48m 43s, who 
won the class by nearly fow 
minutes. é 


No spectators 
at autocross — 
means benefits 


‘Dudley and District CC will run their 
round of the BTRDA Autocross 
Championship at Pattingham, near 
Wolverhampton, but without 

ectators, and expect to save more 
than £250 on overheads. 

The club is probably creating a 
precedence but a committee member 
said “We took this decision some 
time ago for several reasons. The 
main one is that we feel that it is un- 
fair to expect the public to watch 
autocross in its present state. It is 
not attractive and neither is it excit- 
ing. Matters are made even more un- 
acceptable particularly in the dry 
weather ich causes the dust 
problem and we could not have 
afforded to have the course treated 
with effluent’’, he said. 

He went on to add the club was 
saving on advertising, public 
address (that could have set them 
back around £200), insurance and 
, general pple y in the locality. 

' The club had received only one 
entry by last Saturday and if a 
aloo of 60 oe bod not been 
receiv y yester ednesday), 
wil have been cancelled. 


theevent 


Latest in the line of customers for 
Sark FF2000s is former Mexican Vee 
driver: Gabriel Mora (above) He 
started racing in Mexico in 1970 with 
a Datsun and then a Renault, 
changing to FV in 1971 with a new 
Zink in which he persevered until 
1975, gaining a number of pole 
positions, but usually dropping out 
of the race with engine problems. 
Mora is currently awaiting his car, 
and Sark will be running him for the 
rest of the season once the car 
arrives. 


BARC’s no 
drink rule 


The BARC have issued a stern warn- 
ing against drinking and racing. In 
press officer Mark Cole’s editorial in 
the BARC News, he reports that the 
BARC Events Committee warns all 


- competitors that they must not con- 


sume alcohol before practising or 
racing at their events. Any driver 
reported to be drinking alcohol be- 
fore competing could Re liable for 
exclusion under P20(o0) ruling the 
RAC Motor Sport Regulations. The 
Committee is quite determined to en- 
force this ruling after concern over 
recent reports. 


@The LCC’s_ sprint, originally 
scheduled for Duxford, now takes 
ve at Bassingbourne on August 


® Apparently a number of RAC 
Sprint Championship contenders are 
not aware there is a round on August 
15. The venue is the RAF station at 
Gaydon, Warwickshire, and 
Coventry and Warwickshire MC are 
organising. Regs are available from 
Rob Parrott, 14 Avondale Road, 
Lillington, Leamington Spa. His 
telephone number is Leamington 
Spa 20509. 


Having a debut moment at Cadwell Park is the Mancunian Fenderbender 
Renault 5 sponsored by Alan Ramsden’s Mancunian Service Stution in Man- 
chester. Driveris John Beil. 


BRSCC still pushing 
Rufforth’s future 


Northern enthusiasts will be reassur- 
ed to learn that the Northern Centre 
of the BRSCC is still putting in enor- 
mous efforts to secure the long-term 
use of Rufforth as a racing circuit. 
The Centre have run _ successful 
meetings at Rufforth since 1959 des- 

ite primitive amenities necessitated 

y the temporary nature of the cir- 
cuit as much as by financial consider- 
ations. The RAF moved out in 
March of last year and since then the 
whole 420 acre site has been in the 
hands of the Defence Land Agent — 


for eventual disposal. The BRSCC - 


(N) have got together with other 
organisations who use Rufforth, 
including the Ouse Gliding Club and 
the Wharfedale Aeromodelling Club 
to form Rufforth Holdings Ltd with 
a view to making Rufforth into a 
major sports complex (should fin- 
ance, the sale of the land and plan- 
ning considerations permit) which 
would also cater for such sports as 
archery, shooting and parachuting 
— all sports which tend to have little 
provision in most sports centre com- 
plexes. 


Sponsor Button 


Rallycross driver John Button is 
sponsoring the Bath MC’s autocross 
to be held on August 29 at Pease- 
down St John, Bath. It counts for 
the RAC, BTRDA, ASWMC and 
ACSMC championships. 

Button is sponsoring the event 
under the name of his recently 
opened VW dealership at Southwick, 
near Trowbridge and he will be 
demonstrating his Autoconti VW 
autocross car at this event. Regs are 
available from Mrs M Arnold, 89, 
Freeview Road, Twerton, Bath. 


Chaser 


Steven Soper won’t be one of the 
most popular driversat Cadwell Park. 
He went offat Gooseneck and found a 
member of the circuit staff in front of 
him. He couldn’t do anything about 
it, but the staffman took to running, 
naturally not fast enough for a 1275 
GT Mini. However, the resultin 
collision was not serious, persona 
injury fae confined to pride and a 
bruised back. 

@After winning the Formula Ford 
race in Ed Praxel’s Lotus 69 at 
Cadwell Park, Peter Harrington has 
clinched the BRSCC(NC) Tate 
Trophy series with 64 points. 


Of course the whole project is of 
necessity dependent on numerous 
variables but if it came off Ruf 
forth’s ideal geographical situation, 
just outside York and a bare 20 miles 
from Leeds, would aid its viability. 
Other uses for the site have been 


suggested, including industrial or. 


residential development and even a 
site for gipsy caravans. However, 
none of these suggestions have so far 
received anything like wholehearted 
support. 

It is to be hoped that this long 
drawn out saga has a happy conclu- 
sion for Frank Wright and the 
BRSCC (N) who have struggled for 
years to keep Rufforth going despite 
the financial and practical difficul 
ties of keeping a temporary circuit 
active in these days of Armco 
barriers and expensive fire-fighting 
equipment. Oddly enough the resi- 
dents of Rufforth village are by no 
means all against the noisy racers. 
Perhaps the ‘threat’ of a gypsy en- 
campment or industrial estate on the 
doorstep might have something to 
do with that! 


Leaders extend 
their lead 
in ASEMC series — 


Current leaders of the ASEMC Rally 
Championship, Mick Greenland from 
Sittingbourne and Jim Anderson 
from Bexley, added the Griffin Rally 
to their log of rally successes last 
weekend, dropping six minutes only 
in their Escort on a 140 miles route 
in Kent. 


Sixty-six crews set off on the: 


Rainham MC organised event and 
despite mist on the infamous 
Romney Marshes and greasy roads 
early on all, but six crews were 
classified in the results. 

In a close finish the next four 
crews were separated by only three 
minutes. Chris Daisy and Paul 
Beeson finished runners-up in 
Daisy’s Avenger, just a minute 
down on the winners and they were 
given-second place because they got 
to the seventh TC before dropping a 
minute whereas Graham Newby and 
Paul Claydon, also on 7m in their 
BMW dropped their first minute the 
control before. f 

Tim Brise and Bob King brought 
their Escort into fourth on 8m and 
Alan Mepham and Mick Town were 
fifth in their Escort on 10m. The 
leaderboard was completed by Rod 
Johnson and Alan Clark (Escort) on 
13 minutes, this being Johnson’s last 
event before emigrating to Malta. 

One of the favourites Geoff 
Jackson and Richard Harris (Escort) 
finished a lowly 45th after collecting 
penalties for making up time on one 
occasion. 

Best of the semi-experts were J. 
Caryl/ D. Jones (Escort), on 24m and 
10th overall while the novice award 


-went to H. Chaddock/ A. Lewis 


(Viva) who were 21st overall on 32m. 
Sue Northover and Brian Parker 
collected the mixed crew award in an 
Ave dropping 27m to finish 
twelfth and the best Rainham crew 
were Keith Goodyear and Martin 
Williams (Toyota). who were eighth 
overall on 19m 


Mike’s luck 


Department of Fairy Godmothers: 
special saloon car driver Mike 
Shakespeare, who lives a couple of 
fields away from Ingliston, was m- 
volved in a three-car argument in the 
first few yards of the small special 
saloon event at the Scottish circuit 
on Sunday, which comprehensively 
destroyed the front of his Hartwell 
engined 1.0 Imp. 

After the race — the latest in a 
long succession of Ingliston events 
that he has failed to finish through 
some local jmx — a keen spectator 
who always passes the time of day 
with ere porte at Ingliston meet- 
ings, offered to pay for the car’s 
repair. A quick telephone call con 
firmed this on Monday and the 
anonymous donor, a fellow Scot, is 
busy arranging for the work to be 
done. 

Mike, who runs his own kitchen 


‘equipment business, is as grateful as 


he is surprised. He said ‘‘things like 
that just don’t happen. When I saw 
how badly damaged the front of the 
car was, I knew I wouldn’t be able to 
afford it, but this fellow came over 
and said that he is aware how much 
bad luck I’ve had over the past 
couple of seasons at Ingliston and 
that he would liketo help.” 

Ingliston has obviously cast some 
spell on Mike recently since he had 
four race wins with the car in Ireland 
last year and, before that, was 
Driver of the Year in his Production 
Saloon car days. 


Davies moves 
up to win 


A last run time of 95.7s gave 
Malcolm Davies from Pembroke- 
shire BTD at the autocross run by 
Sixty and Worcester MC at Mill 
Farm, Spetchley, near Worcester, 
last Sunday. The event, counting 
towards the Welsh and West Mid- 
lands Championship, attracted a 
mere 42 entries. és 

Davies did really well to win 
overall as he was a lone entry from 
his class and was put in with the over 
1300 front engined rwd class where 
he beat such worthies as Tom Eaton 
(Anglia) and Pete Robertson (Escort 
1600). Davies had a margin of nearly 
a second after two laps of a fairly 
dusty course. 

Mike Kirk and his wife Jill had the 
up to 1-litre Mini class sewn up and 
Angus Martin beat his daughter 
Angela by two seconds in the over 1- 
litre Mini category. 

Best battle aad incidentally in one 
of the best supported classes was 
between the three front runners in 
the up to 1800cc rally class where 
just t wo tenths separated them. 

Peter Combes won in his Mini with 
Roger Mosses in the same car and 
Mike Hayton (Renault Gordini) split 
by a whisker. Ron Aitken, in his 
Escort .took the other rally class 
eon Stuart Lewis in his Escort 
1700. 


BTD: M. Davies (Eee , 95.75. 

Class winners: T. Webb (Mini), 100.4s; M. Kirk 
(Mini), 104.0s; T. Eaton (Mini), 96.4s; A. Martin 
Mind, 101.35; W. Rowkins (Wilton ial), 972s, 

. Combes (Mini), 102.2s; R. Aiken (Escort), 96.9s 
Ladies: Miss A Martin (Mini), 103.3s. 


@Roy James makes his Formula 
Ford debut the weekend after next 
at Mailory Park. Ap tly he’s 
bought a new Royale 1 and has 
wares Holbay back mto the 
ormul to prepare b= engme 


Slowest time for full points 


Southerner Trevor Smith put up the 
slowest time of the day at a champ- 
ionship autocross last Sunday but 
still collected the class and nine valu- 
able points! 

Smith was contesting the Wool- 
bridge MC’s round of the BTRDA 
series at Bincombe Down, 
Weymouth. He was the only com- 
petitor in the up to 1-litre Miniclass 
and when his suspension broke mid- 
way through his first outing he 
struggled on very gently and return- 
ed a time of 192.4s. 

Fortunately other classes had 
better support and 69 cars turned up 
for the event. Nick Seymour again 
put in a neat and tidy performance to 
take BTD with his Volnik and while 
it was difficult for him to judge just 
how fast to go, Dimi Mavropoulos’ 
fuel injected 2-litre BDA Escort was 

‘going as hard as it could and he got 
within one and a half seconds of the 
Norfoik aircraft design engineer. 

Jee Hawkins had little trouble in 
winning the 870 Mini class in the 
absence of any of the front runners 
but Bob Merridale and Clive Trueman 
had a good battle at the head of the 


Young's top 
reappearance 


Making one of his infrequent appear- 
ances, Roland Young took along 
Arthur Davies for a run round North 
Wales last weekend to win the Rhyl 
and District MC’s Mid Summer 
Rally handsomely. In their Escort 
TC they dropped 22m 48s on the 145 
mile route which included three 
selectives immediately after petrol. 

Malcolm Bryon and Alan White- 
head were second on 25m 38s in their 
Escort but then came a good scrap 
for the next three places with a trio 
all on the 27m mark. 

Gerallt Evans and Edwin Evans 
made it to third place in their Toyota 
on 27m 4s with Gilbert Bennett/ 
Kevin Jones only nine seconds 
behind in a bog standard Fiat 131 
taken out of the showroom just for 
the event. Fifth were Bob Williams 
and Gwyn Jones in their RS 1700 on 
27m 54s and the Maltby brothers, 
Gwyn and Gareth brought their 
RS2000 into sixth on 28m 13s. 

Keirion Williams and_ Alec 
Harrison collected the semi-experts 
class in another Escort on 33m 32s 
and top novices were Wilson and 
Glover (Escort) on 37m 28s. 


up to 1300 front engined rwd class 
which attracted 4 healthy turnout of 
13. Merridale finally pipped True 
man bythreetenths. - 

The half dozen sports cars were 
lead by John Weall’s 1760 Midget 
which always had the legs of Ron 
Easton’s TVR Vixen and in the rear 
engined category Brian Betteridge 
scored his third class win with his 
VW beating Terry Westley by just 
over a second. 

With Dimi Mavropoulos making 
mincemeat of the over 1300cc front 
engined rwd class and Bill Riddle 
second in his BDA engined Escort, 
Terry Smith did almost the same in 
the big Mini class where his Idem 
Mini-Ford was four seconds faster 
than Tony Gover’s 1340cc machine. 
Things were pretty close in the rally 
class where Ron Grimwood (Escort) 
beat Brian Bazley’s Magnum by just 
over a second. 


BTD. N. Seymour (Volnik), 104.8s. 

Class winners: J. Hawkins (Mini), 112.6s; B. 
Merridale (Escort), 111.6s; J. Weall {Migget), 
117.1s, B. Betteridge (VW), 1106s; T. Smith 
ise. 192.45; D. Mavropoulos (Escort), 106.4s; T. 
mith (Mini-Ford), 108.3s; R. Grimwood (Escort), 
119.2s; A. Patten (Mexico), 124.6s. 


Cars at 
boat race 


The BRSCC are taking down a num- 
ber of competition cars to the launch- 
ing point for the third round of the 
Toyota powerboat championship at 
Poole this Saturday. The cars will be 
parked along the Town Quay and 
after viewing the cars, would-be 
spectators may take a spectator 


‘boat to watch the racing at slightly 


closer hand, leaving at 12.15 pm. 
This is a return match after power- 
boats were exhibited at Brands 
Hatch earlier this year. 


@ Longton and District have closed 
entries for their annual Isle of Man 
Sprint at the end of September with 
a full complement of 70 but they still 
have some space on their special 
spectators trip for the event. This 
costs £14 for two nights 
accommodation plus return boat fare 
from Liverpool to Douglas and entry 
to the presentations on the Saturday 
night at the Douglas Lido. 


@ Regs are now available for the 173 
Motor Club’s autocross to be held on 
August 15 in Kent. The contact is 
Mrs Sue Jackson, Longview, Barn 
Close, Yorkletts, Nr Whitstable, 
Kent. Tel: Whitstable 275042. - 


Pictured below is Lola’s FF T440, currently being developed in the hands of 


Mike Blanchet. Spec sheets are now available from Lola 


Tom Airey’s Mini kicks up the dust at Longridge. 


Airey slays the Escorts 


First blood in the Embassy Rally- 
cross Championship held at Long- 
ridge circuit last Banday went to 
Tom Airey who blew off three 
Escorts in the final on the three 
quarter mile course which embraced 
part of the tarmac circuit. Longton 
and District MC ran the event and a 
full entry of 70 cars turned up for a 
six hour meeting on a dusty and 
extremely hard surface. 

Four abreast was the order of the 
day and after everyone had had two 
runs, the top 16 went forward to the 
final stages. 


In the final Airey blasted into the | 


lead from the fla puLGTAme ne the 
Escorts of John Welsh, Dave Fuell 
and Ian Smith. Welsh snapped at the 
heels of the Minis for a couple of laps 


Packford 
loses 
Merrychef 


Despite leading his class in the 
BARC’s modsport series, Simon 
Packford has sadly lost his Merry- 
chef sponsorship on his Davrian. 
After changes at board level and a 
re-assessment of their marketing 
strategy, Merrychef are convinced 
that the future lies in energy-saving 
roduct areas and are now looking 
or a less wasteful way to promote 
their products! 


Weaver heads 
Novice FF 
Championship 


BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow championship: 
1, James Weaver, 22; 2, Sean Walker, 19; 3, David 
Lang, 18; 4, Alex By lle 4 16; 5, David Leslie, 
12; 6, John Harlow, 10; 7, Stephen Greenwood, 6. 
Note, Lang not now eligible as points held in 
national championship. 

Chandler Hargreaves Formula Junior Trophy: 1, 
F Tiedman, 39; 2, George Dudley, 38; 3, Arthur 


Curnow, 36; 4, G Riggs, 30; N Greenhalgh, 29; 6, . 


A Black, 27. 

Oldham and Crowther championship for 
Thoroughbred sports cars; over 2700 cc: 1, Dave 
Preece, 32; 2, John Chatham, 25; 3, John Harper, 
14. 165icc to 2700cc 1, Reg Woodcock, 38; 2, 
Simon Phillips, 24; 3, Andrew Ledingham, 15. Up 
to 1650ce 1. Bruce Brown, 38; 2, Jerry Trace, 
Michael Waiker, 16; 4. John Lucas. 11 


Vartey Batteries challenge 1. Alan 

Baie 112 2. ery enatig &- 3. Trevor 

eae gy Tomy Ford. “The Srreater”_ 66: 6. 
ec Tot 2 


with Fuell and Smith fighting for 
third. By the end of the second lap 
Airey had decided to clear off and 
there was nothing Welsh could do to 
stop him and he went on to. lead a 
procession home by around three 
seconds with similar gaps appearing 
down the field. 


Fuell got away from Smith on the 
last lap to finish third in his 2-litre 
BDA and was about four seconds 
down on Welsh’s 1800 Escort. 


The award for the best run by a 
Longton and District member went 
to Trevor Buckle (Mini), who was 
going well initially until he had 
transmission trouble but came back 
later and the novice prize went to G. 
Jackson in a Mini. 


Briefly... . 


@After their good results in 
Scotland, including winning both the 
big and second classes of the Radio 
One pesuces saloon car round, 
and also scoring a sixth place on the 
Arkell rally, Century Oils point out 
that their cars are running on their 
Supreme 20/50 oil and not the 
recycled oil that they were running 
last year. 

@ The RAC remind modsports 
competitors in their recent bulletin 
that “detachable hardtops are 
permitted if they are supplied as op- 
tional equipment by the manufact- 
urer of the vehicle”. Furthermore, 
the Scrutineering Committee have 
decided that all windows must 
remain and be used in the condition 
in which they are supplied. 

@ Carl Tingling, the 23-year-old 
motor mechanic who races a FF 
Dulon MP 15 in the North, has 
secured sponsorship from_ the 
Manchester School of Flying. Next 
year, Tingling hopes to move up with 
a better car to regularly contest a 
major championship. 
@Cuthbertson’s Dairies are the 
current sponsors of Laurence Jacob- 
sen’s special saloon Imp which has 
been so successful in Scotland of 
late. The buttercup image represents 
the dairy products of the Pollock- 
shaws based diary, one of most 
modern in Scotland. 

@ Morgan enthusiasts should make 
a note in their diaries for August 
14/15 when the Midland Automoble 
Club has invited a special class for 
four wheel Morgans at their Shelsey 


| Hillclimb. They're will be a concours 


for four wheels and three wheelers, a 
barbeque and a special parking area 


for Morgans. 


SNETTERTON 


Ensign, Williams, Lyncar, Shadow 
and Surtees Fl cars reappear at 
Snetterton this weekend for another 
round of the ShellSport European 
5000 championship. New driver to 
the « series- is Italian Antonio 
Bernando in the Ensign, while Mike 
Wilds drives the Shadow, Brian 
MeGuire the Williams, Divina Galica 
in her Surtees as usual and Emilio 
Voliota in the Lyncar. ; 
But‘expect the real battle to come 
from David Purley’s Lec Chevron 
and .Damien Magee’s Hexagon 
March, both -using 3.4 Essex 
enginés, for they’ve been the main 


championship contenders, and have | 


had*someé superb lead battles. Val 
Musetti should also have a 3.4 
March: - - © 

Formula Two cars come from the 
Richard Scott.and Norman Dickson 
(Modus), Tony Rouff and Patrick 
Neve in’ Boxers if they’re not at 
Knockhill, John Nicholson’s Vega- 

ywered .March and Bernard de 

ryver’'s March-BMW, while main 
F5000 challenger is the every trying 
Keith ‘Holland. A fine entry of 5000s 
which, should also include Ray 
Mallock’s F2 March. 

There’s an FF 2000 round in the six 
face -programme where all the usual 
regulars.include Tiff Needell, Frank 
Sytner, Ian Taylor, Bernard : Ver- 
milio, Geoff Friswell, Oscar Notz, 
and Roger Orgee while a ‘Radio One 
production saloon car round includes 
all ‘the: regulars which should pro- 
og ine racing which the usual 
cars for [van ‘Dutton, Derrick Brunt, 
Tony Lanfranchi, Brian Pepper. Noel 
Edmonds, Nick.Whiting, JeffAllam, 
Gerry Marshall, Eric -Cook, John 
Brindley, Trevor Moore and Pete 
Smith. . ; 


A non-championship ‘Formula 


‘Ford race, a BARC modsports round 
and the ladies in the ShellSport 
Escorts complete the day’s racing, 


Internationale 
Date” Venue 


July 30/ Romania 
Aug 1 : 
Aug i Nurburgring, Germany 
Aug l Misano, Italy 
Augi Snetterton, England 
Aug 1 Malaysia 
British events 
Date Venue 
July 31 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, 
Cheshire 
July 31 Cramondhill Farm 
July 31/ Stanway, Lytham, Lancs 
Aug 1 
July 31/ Scarvale Ltd, Lillyhall, 
Aug Workington (MR82/020251) 
July 31/ Blackmore Vale Filling Station, 
Aug 1 nr Shaftesbury 
July 31/ Cowley & Wilson Ltd 
Aug 1 (MR152/825377) 
Aug 1 Snetterton, Thetford, 
Norfolk 
Aug 1 Silverstone, nr Towcester, 
Northants 
Aug 1 Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leics 
Aug i ar oer Hatch, nr Dartford, 
en 
Aug i Croft, nr Darlington, 
Co Durham ; 
Aug 1 ee Hill, Lydden Village, 
ent 
Aug 1 Knockhill, Dunfermline, 
Fife, Scotland 
Augl Harewood, nr Leeds 
Reg Curborough, nr Lichfield, 
a Staffs 
Aug] Wroughton, nr Swindon, 
Wilts 
Aug 1 Oke Hill, nr Blandford, 
Dorset 
Aug 1 Anderton Service Area M61, 
nr Bolton 
Augt Foxley Estate, Mansel Lacy 
(MR 149/425457) 


which should be very fine indeed. 
It all starts at 2 pm following prac- 
tice from 9am. 


OULTON PARK 


Most of the top Formula Ford 
drivers journey to Oulton Park again 
for two heats and a final of the 
Townsend Thoresen challenge on 
Saturday. Kenny Gray, Derek War- 
wick, Matthew Argenti, Rod 
Bremner, David Kennedy, Rick 
Morris and John Bright are among 


; those entered. ‘ 


The Lancs and Cheshire CC once 
again mix ancient and modern with 
three historic car races, rounds ofthe 
Monsieur Rochas/Classic Car series, 
the Oldham and Crowther Thorough- 
bred sportscar series and aspecial his- 
toric sports car event which includes 
such cars as Lister Corvette, Lotus 
11, Iso Grifo, and Lola T70: «—- 

A Hitachi special saloon car round 
includes Jeff Ward and _ Geoff 


| Farmer in Imps, David Enderby and 


Geoff Gilkes in Minis, while a Sytner 
of Nottingham Clubmens round com- 
pletes the day. ‘ 

Racing starts at 2 pm on Satur- 
day: 


BRANDS HATCH | 


-Seven races for MGs make this meet- 
‘ing a must for enthusiasts of this” 


marque when the MGCC organise a 
ten race meeting at the Kent circuit 
this Sunday. In fact there are MGs 
entered in all but the MCD Formula 
Ford round so the marque is well 
catered for. Ancient and modern 
MGs appear in races for modified 
modern examples, pre-1940 cars, 


' MGAs, T-types, standard moderns, 


and all-comers, while there’s a round 


| of classic saloon car series with more 


MGs, equally so the modsports 
races. Racing starts at 2 pm. 


vents 


Event 
Rallye du Danube 


German Grand Prix — World Championship for 
Drivers & Manufacturers round 10 


European Championship for Grand Touring Cars round 6 


ShellSport European 5000 Championship round 8 
Selangor Grand Prix — F Libre 


’ Devaney, 


SILVERSTONE 


The BRDC organise another of their 
fine meetings at Silverstone this 
weekend, and as they say, they seem 
to be running the Formula Ford 
Olympics. There’s an RAC Formula 
Ford at this Brush Fusegear meet- 
ing while there’s also the Boley 
Pittard Memorial Trophy race for 
novice FF drivers. 

Among the Brush Fusegear/RAC 
entrants are all the top men in the 
Formula: Jim Walsh, . Bernard 
Derek Warwick, David 
Kennedy, Derek Daly, Rod Bremner, 
Kenny Gray, John Bright and many, 
many others. Formula Ford racmg 
at its best at Silverstone is really tre- 
mendous. Also on the seven race pro- 

amme are Clubmans contesting a 

ytner of Nottingham round, with 
both Nick Adams and Creighton 
Brown. from Team Ardmore, 
Ireland’s David Manley, Peter 
Cooke, Malcolm Jackson and Chris 
Greville-Smith. Special saloons com- 
plete the programme with such aces 
as Mike Kirby, Geoff Gilkes, 
Graham Goode, Peter Baldwin, lap 
record holder Colin Hawker, Vince 
Woodman and Tony Strawson. 

This good value starts at 3pm with 
practice from noon. 


MALLORY PARK 


To celebrate their 25th anniversary, 
the Midland Centre of the BRSCC, 
for whom Ron and Edwina Overend 
do such an excellent job, have been 
allocated the. meeting at Mallory 
Park this weekend. After making 
such a success of their meeting last. 
weekend, they have a nine race 
programme to organise, all for 
BRSCC recognised Formulae. 

There are three Formula Ford 
races, two for special saloons, the 
larger of which has Martin Hone in a 
turbocharged Ford Capri, Tony 


=> 


Details 


Townsend Thoresen FF1600, Rochas Classic Cars, 


Sugden’s Escort, Alan Minshaw’s 
4.8 Daf, John Olding in a 3.4 Ford 
Capri 11 and Peter Barton’s 2.0 
Escort. Then there are pro 
with Chris Meek against the TVRs 
and Morgans, Mexicos with Neil 
McGrath up against Wayne 
Wainwright among others, and 
Renault 5s with McGrath again 
starring. A modsports race includes 
the Porsche Carrera of John Rulon- 
Miller, European GT wanderer. 
Racing starts at 2.30 pm. 


KNOCKHILL 


Indylantie moves to Scotland this 
weekend when the Lothian Car Club 
organise a five class racing meeting 
at Knockhill on Sunday. Practice for 
the Atlantic cars is actually on 
Saturday from 2-4 pm, and among 
those scheduled to be there are Ted 
Wentz in the Swan Lager Lola, two 
Boxers for Tony Rouff and Patrick 
Neve, the Harrison’s of Birmingham 
Sana for Terry Perkins, Alo Lawler, 
David Winstanley and young Steve 
Carvill. 


CROFT 


The Nottingham Sports CC are 
looking for late entries at their 
meeting at Croft this Sunday when 
they run races for Clubmans, 
Formule Libre, Formula Ford, 
Special saloons, and wmodsports. 
Among those already entered are 
Andy Barton (March 75B), Mick 
Starkey (Merlyn), Jim Evans 
(RS2000 turbo), and Ron Kirkman, 
Jim Adamson (Davrians). 


The alpeaee starts at 2.30pm and 
ill 


late entries will be considered. 


@ Nine motor races are planned at 
Lydden this Sunday when TEAC 
run races for single seaters, saloons 
and modsports. It starts at 2.30pm. 


Hitachi Special Saloons, Thoroughbred Sports Cars, 
Clubs Sports, Historic Sports Cars 


Wyrekentonian Rally — Cumbria MS Group 


ShellSport F5000, Allied Polymer FF2000, 


BBC Radio 1 Production Saloons, 


Brush Fusegear FF 1600, Esso Uniflo special Saloons, 
BRSCC (MC) 25th Anniversary Meeting — Renault 5, 


Production Sports, Escorts, FF1600, Modsports, 


Clubmans Car Races — FF1600, Classic Saloons, 


Montague Burton Trophy Speedclimb — 
Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship 


Wroughton Sprint — RAC Sprint. Championship 


Event Status Club 
Race Meeting R Lancs & CCC 14.00 
Autocross Cc Border Eccosse = =e ‘ 
Rally cP Lightning MSC 00.01 Twilight Novices Rally ~- 
Rally Workington _ . 
& DMC Road Rally Championship 
Rally Civil Service MA 22.31 Civil Service Rally 
Rally Sporting ODC 22.45 Summer Rally 
| Race Meeting INT BARC 14.00 
FF 1600, Escort Ladies Race 
Race Meeting R BRDC 15.00 
MCD Sytner Clubmans Sports 
Race Meeting Cc BRSCC (MC) 14.00 
Special Saloons 
Race Meeting R MGCC 14.00 
, Modsports, Modified MG's 
Race Meeting R Nottingham SCC 14.30 FF 1600, F Libre, Special Saloons, 
Modsports, Clubmans 
Race Meeting R TEAC 14.30 —_ 
Race Meeting R Lothian cc 13.30 —_ 
Speedclimb Cc BARC (YC). 14.15 
Sprint R Nuneaton MC — _ 
Sprint R Bristol MC 13.00 
&LCC 
Autocross R Bournemouth MC a = 
Autotest Cc Preston AC 23.00 — 
Autotest iS Herefordshire MC 14.00 Tour of Foxiey 
R North Wales CC = > 


Prod Car Trial 


pe are requested to send details of all to ticoming events to Wiss Linds Ucitee Autosport EStoral Haymarbet Publishing Lid. Reget Howse. S062 eget Srect L 


—————— 


Lastrol and Leyiand Cars. logether 
again on the great road ahead. 


As every enthusiast knows, Leyland Cars are officially 
back into motor sport with an exciting new race and rally team. 
And it’s no surprise to find that wherever they go they take 
Castrol with them. 

Leyland know that when in competition the cars take the 
toughest pounding imaginable. That’s why both the new rally TR7s 
and the highly successful Dolomite Sprints rely on Castrol. 

Rely on Castrol GTX to protect your car and stay on the great 
road ahead - longer. 


with Castrol GTX. 
theres a great road ahead 


